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is between reform or decline, government declares as 500,000 march against welfare cuts 

France in turmoil 

Juppe 
defies 
tide of 

unrest 


Paul Webster in Farts 


T he french 

prime minister, 
Alain Juppe, yes- 
terday defied 
some of the big- 
gest anti-govern- 
ment demonstrations for 
nearly 30 years and refused to 
modify his plans to cut wel- 
fare benefits. 

“France is at the crossroads 
and can choose between 
reform and decline,' ’ he told 
the national assembly as half 
a million people marched in 
street demonstrations across 
the country. 

During a rowdy televised 
assembly debate in which the 
opposition continually de- 
manded his resignation, Mr 
Juppe said: “If we back down 
we will go against the inter- 
ests of France and the French i 
people. The reforms are fair, 
necessary and urgent" 

With rail and bus transport 
paralysed, teachers and hos- 
pital staff voting to join the 
walkouts, and another peak 
day of protest coming tomor- 
row — when airline staff and 
airport ground crews are ex- 
pected to join in — the pro- 
tests seemed to be hardening. 

But in an attempt to defuse 
the unrest, the prime minis- 
ter told the social affairs min- 
ister. Jacques Barrot to open 
talks with trade union leaders 
to negotiate the reforms' time- 
table and assure them that 
special public sector pension 
and other rights were not in 
immediate peril. He also de- 
nied plans to privatise the 
state-owned railways. 

Although the government, 
which has a four-fifths major- 
ity in the national assembly, 
easily survived a no-confi- 
dence vote brought by the lo- 
wing opposition, socialist 
leaders said Mr JuppS had 
said nothing in parliament 
which would dampen worker 
and student anger. The social- 



Agltators, who arrived at the end of an otherwise peaceful demonstration, overturn cars in the Place Pigalle, Paris photograph: jean-christophe kahn 


1st motion was defeated by 88 
votes to 489. 

The Socialist Party national 
assembly leader, Laurent Fa- 
Bius. said people were fed up 
with, the . Gaullist-led regime 
after less than seven months 
in power. His attack reflected 
a new survey in the rightwing 
niw gaginft . Valeurs Actuelles, 
which showed that two-thirds 
erf voters opposed President j 
Jacques Chirac’s policies. 

Anti-government marches 
called by the communist-led 1 
CGT and the moderate Force j 
Ouvriere had earlier proved a I 


spectacular success, as more 
public and private sector 
workers, Including teachers, 
rallied to support a new day , 
of strikes tomorrow. 

Although union claims tha t | 
the worker-student march in j 
Paris attracted 160,000 people 
appeared exaggerated, police 
did not dispute estimates that 
many provincial protests ; 
were bigger than any demon- 
stration since May 1968. More 
than 50,000 people gathered in 
Marseille, and record-break- 
ing numbers were reported 
from Toulouse and Rouen. ! 


In the north-western town 
of Nantes, riot police clashed 
with several hundred stu- 
dents after they wrecked a , 
bus shelter at the end of a 
mo ming protest march by ! 
more than 16,000 people. The i 
students threw petrol bombs 
and police fired teargas. 

The four-hour Paris inarch 
broke up . among flurries of 
snow and isolated scenes of 
violence, started by a crowd 
of 300 young people, just be- 
fore the no-confidence debate 
to the assembly. The number 
of organisations involved, in- 


cluding workers from private 
chemical, engineering and 
banking firms, proved that a 
growing number of public 
and private sector industries 
are determined to force the 
government to renegotiate. 

Marchers concentrated on 
demanding the sacking of Mr 
Juppe before reaching the 
SNCF state railways head- 
quarters to underline the fact 
that paralysis on the national 
network is approaching its 
third week. There were also 
big contingents from the 
Paris tube and bus services 


which have been at a stand- 
still for more than a week. 

Arlette Lagnlller, the Trots- 
kyist presidential candidate, 
said the presence of hospital 
staff car workers, postal em- 
ployees, teachers, energy 
workers and civil service i 
staff, showed that a third 
round of the May presidential 
election was under way. “We 
have no choice but to prepare 
a general strike,” she said. 

Turmoil In Franca, paga 3; 
Loader comment, paga 8; 
Crisis at corn, page 9 


Duchess ‘relaxed’ on jewel theft 


£250,000 gems 
‘likely to be 
taken abroad 
and broken up’ 


AngaHa Johnson 


T HE Duchess of York was 
last night said to be tak- 
ing a relaxed attitude 
towards the riddle of tig 
stolen- £250,000 - wedding pft 
from her mother-in-law. de- 
spite fears that the 
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the diamond necklace 

thfiV were stolen in Britain, 
are probably «ut erf the 

a spokeswoman for the 
. A “Unfortunately 

isss 

duchess does not in 


ler responsible for what has 
happened-The duchess t hink s 
that she will probably get 
them back. She is quite 
relaxed." The duchess, who 
was on a private visit to the 
DS h a d flown home by Con- 
corde four hours earlier, m 
order to attend a charity carol 

concert , .. 

The theft was only discov- 
ered when she unpacked at 
her eight-bedroom rented 
house in Kingsbourne, 

^The^duchess had worn the 
jewels, which are insured, at 
a White House reception 

hosted by President Ototon. 

She had business andchanty 
mP f»tings during her four-day 


stay, and attended a launch 
for her Budgie books at the 
New York store 
Bloom ingdales. 

Scotland Yard said detec- 
tives based at Heathrow and 
British Airways security 
chiefs are carrying out an ur- 
gent investigation. 

police have not ruled out 
the possibility that the jewels 
were stolen at JFK airport in 
New York, where an investi- 
gation is also under way. 

The duchess is not the first 
member of the royal family to 
suffered at the hands of 
thieves. In February last 
year, a burglar gained access 
to the private apartments of 
the Prince of Wales at St 
James’s Palace and stole 
royal heirlooms. Some were 
later recovered. 

The duchess, who earlier 
this year told Hello magazine 
that she had to work for a liv- 
ing, receives most of her in- 
come from the Budgie charac- 
ter.. The industry, which 
includes spinoffs like Budgie 
bubble bath, cutlery and 
mugs, is said to earn about £3 
million a year. 

Hie tabloids have not been 
slow to point out that al- 
though she claims to be broke 
and sought to economise last 
year by sacking her nanny, 
she has kept on a staff of 
driver, cook, butter, and gen- 
eral assistant, at a reputed 
cost of S&2Q0 a month. 


No police action on 
Somerville photos 


Owen Bowcott 

N O LEGAL action is to be 
taken against the ITN 
newsreader Julia Som- 
erville or her partner, Jeremy 
Dixon, following the police 
seizure of family snapshots erf 
her young daughter to the 
bath. 

The announcement from 
Scotland Yard last night was 
welcomed by Miss Somer- 
ville, who has insisted that 
the pictures were taken at a 
wholly innocent family 
occasion. 

The police inquiry began in 
late October after a film de- 
veloper at Boots in Covent 
Garden, London, called them 
In after seeing the photo- 
graphs of the seven-year-old 
child. 

When Mr Dixon, aged 56, 
arrived at the shop to collect 
the prints he was arrested by 
officers from Scotland Yard's 
paedophile and child pornog- 
raphy umt 

Miss Somerville, aged 48, 
was detained shortly after- 
wards at their home in Mus- 
well Hill, north London. 

The story broke in the 
national press and Sheldon 
Atkinson, the 34-year-old de- 
veloper who had informed the 


police, was subsequently sus- 
pended whan it was discov- 
ered he had spoken to the Sun 
newspaper about the photo- 
graphs. 

In a statement released 
through ITN last night. Miss 
Somerville said: “There has 
been a deplorable invasion of 
my privacy and that of my 
family. [Last night's] state- 
ment confirms the truth of 
xuy original statement at the 
start of this ordeaL" 

In a later statement, Scot- 
land Yard said it had decided 
to take no further action 
following advice from the 
Crown Prosecution Service. 
“The case was thoroughly l& 
vestigated by experienced of- 
ficers in the child pornogra- 
phy and paedophilia unit as 
wen as officers from an ex- 
pert child protection team. 

“Nakedness in pictures in 
itself is not an issue for the 
police to investigate. How- 
ever, the police are bound to 
investigate when they are 
told that photographs erf a 
child may be indecent” 

The National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children maintained that the 
film laboratory had acted cor- 
rectly in contacting the 
police. Scotland Yard last 
night added its approval. 
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Flu cure gets 
closer as drug 
trials resume 


n o g e r Cow 
and Chris Ufhill 


A SURGE in the number 
of people suffering 
from flu has allowed 
the drug company 
Glaxo Wellcome to test a revo- 
lutionary drug which could 
make the sore throats, fevers 
and aching limbs associated 
with the illness a thing of the 
past 

The drug, known by the 
code GG-167, could be' avail- 
able to two years' time if 
trials which restarted in the 
past week are successful. Sir 
Richard Sykes, Glaxo’s chief 
executive, has given it top pri- 
ority and said: “We will spare 
no expense bringing that drug 
through the system.” 

Trials of the computer-de- 
signed compound stalled last 
year because the warm win- 
ter in the northern hemi- 
sphere resulted in too few flu 
patients to act as guinea pigs. 
If the drug is eventually given 
approval, early projections 
suggest that it could reach 
sales of more thgn £200 mil- 
lion in its first year. 

In laboratory tests GG-167 
worts by blocking the action 
which allows the flu virus to 
spread around the body, it 1 
does not attempt to kill the i 
virus, but aims to prevent it ' 
escaping from inflected cells 
by inhibiting an enzyme ; 
called neuraminidase which 
releases the virus. 

“It’s as though the flu virus 
is stuck to the airways, like a 
child's ball stuck on velcro,” 
Charles Penn, a researcher 
for the project explained. 
“Neuraminidase cuts that vel- 
cro allowing the virus to 
spread. The GG-167 molecule 
blocks the action. The theory 
is that the immune system 
will then clear it up before 
there is widepread infection.” 
rpirini tests on a handfril of 
volunteers to establish safety 
have shown encouraging 
results, said Mr Penn. Volun- 
teers with flu who took GG- 
167 recovered faster than 
those given a placebo. 

The compound was first 
discovered in the mid-1980s 


by an Australian scientist at 
Monash University and has 
been developed, with finan- 
cial support from Glaxo, by 
the s mall Australian com- 
pany Biota. 

Glaxo has paid £1.6 million 
to Biota, and will pay a fur- 
ther £1.5 million if the 
product wins approval from 
the regulatory authorities. 

If trials on 600 people in 
both northern and southern 
hemispheres go well, the final 
phase of clinical trials on a 
much larger group will pro- 
ceed next winter. The second 
trials will determine whether 
nasal Spray or inhalat ion fe 
most effective, and will allow 
Glaxo to decide on dosage. 
Approval is expected in 1997. 

GG-167 could face competi- 
tion. A team based at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama is also 
working on a neuraminidase 
inhibitor, although it is not at 
such an advanced stage as 
Glaxo's GG-167 
Flu kills between 3,000 and 
4,000 people during a typical 
British winter, with those 
most at risk being did people 
and people with brea thing 
problems or weak immune 
systems. While vaccination 
helps to limit the incidence, 
flu still hits as many as one in 
10 of the population each 
year. 

This year’s surge in cases, 
reported by the Royal College 
of General Practitioners, has 
been subject to some regional 
variation with Yorkshire 
being particularly badly hit. 
The most recent national fig- 
ures, for the week ending on 
November 26, showed 138 
cases per 100,000 of the popu- 
lation — up from the previous 
week's figure of 8a 
Rates of above 400 are gen- 
erally regarded as an epi- 
demic. In the 1968 epidemic 
cases were running at 900 per 
week per 100,000 of the popu- 
lation. and in 1989 cases 
peaked at 538. 

Mr Penn said it was a chal- 
lenge for doctors to know 
when patients genuinely had 
flu, and not a cold. Glaxo and 
Its collaborators are working 
on diagnostic tests for flu to 
try to solve this problem. 
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Going cheap but 
ain’t he beautiful 



Simon Hoggart 


I DO NT know why people 
say they can't understand 
John Prescott I understand 
him perfectly. Perhaps it's be- 
cause we’re both from Hull. At 
this time of year, when the 
foggy dark came early and the 
lights swung perilously from 
the market stalls, I used to 
love watching the traders sell 
gjmcrack rubbish at unbeat- 
able prices. Sounds much like 
the House of Commons. 

“Not only am I gonna sell 
you this beautiful 36 piece din- 
ner service. rm going to 
throw in this gorgeous can- 
teen of cutlery, innit lovely 
darling, and this fabulous 
gravy boat, look at that craf- 
'manshlp, and am I gonna 
charge you a tenner, no 1 am 
not, am I gonna ask you fer 
nine quid, no not even nine 
quid, tell yer what, I dunno 
what's the matter with me, 
this is what I’ll give yer on top 
of all this..." 

Like Mr Prescott they had 
more things to say than the 
time required to say them. 

The words tumbled over each 
other, like unruly children 
running indoors. Whole words 
and clauses, entire sentences 
were lost in the headlong rush 
to the close of sale. But every- 
one listening knew precisely 
what was meant 
This is the difference be- 
tween Mr Prescott and, say, 
John Major. Mr Major speaks 
in clear, largely grammatical 
sentences. But you can puzzle 
for hours to work out what he 
actually means. 

Yesterday Mr Prescott was 
speaking on the last day of the 
Budget debate. The thoughts 
came one after another in 
short, tightly bound clusters, 
like the electronic pulses 
which feed a computer. We 
were bowling along Mr Pres- 
cott’s Opinion Superhighway, 
with no cones or speed limi ts 
to slow us down. 

On private financing; “We 
were talking about this dis- 
patch box when they said we 
couldn't have'” Would Labour 


raise taxes? "We will make 
the appropriate decision at the 
level of timer 
What lessons can we learn 
fro® more prosperous 
na tions ? “Any visit to these 
countries knows it is much as 
much public investment as 

private investment" 

‘“Hiat has always been our 
case, always our problem we 
address ourselves to." (I can’t 
quite recall what that referred 
to.) 

Long words were reduced to 
a few syllables to save time. 
“Competness . . . devalation.” 
Then, towards the end, this 
ringing slogan: “It’s not just 
how much you spend, but how 
much you spend!" 

The speed was breathtak- 
ing. Eight times Michael Fab- 
ricant stood up to intervene, 
and eight times be was 
slapped down before Mr Pres- 
cott finally gave way. 

(I gather Mr Fabricant is 
thinking of using his doctor- 
ate, in the hopes of being 
taken more seriously by his 
colleagues. I strongly advise 
against this. “Dr Fabricant" 
sounds silly, like “Dr De- 
mento” or “Dr Jack Cunning- 
ham’’. He might end up being 
called "Dr Strangelocks” J 

As I say , I don’t wish to be 
condescending to Mr Prescott 
The audience knew what he 
meant, and they half believed 
it in the way that the crowds 
at the market stall were 
tempted, even though they 
knew the pattern would rub 
off the gravy boat after three 
washes. 

And Mr Heseltine was 
worse. His speech was the 
same farrago of meaningless 
statistics, yanked out of con- 
test and pressed into servi- 
tude, except that he does a 
more upmarket patter. 

“Listen, look at this Sevres 
ware. Smashing stoffi Am I go- 
ing to charge you 10 grand? 

No, rm not even asking eight 
grand, just gimme 5,000 nicker 
I and 111 throw in this Meissen 
fondue set!” 

Quite the naffest moment 
came at the end when he 
quoted a doggerel poem by 
Fleur Adcock. 

"In the dream I loos kissing 
John Prescott . . . we were lean- 
ing avidly forward, lips out- 
thrusU certain protuberances 
under our clothing brushing 
each other’sjronts . . . "Mr 
i Prescott looked deeply pained 
as Hezza ploughed on! Perhaps 
because his wife was listening 
from the gallery. 


Review 


Citizen Gates’s 
virtual vision 


Robin Hunt 


The Road Ahead 

Bill Gates 

’I HE thing was about Or- 

I son Welles's Citizen 

I Kane, at least be had his 
Rosebud. At least be got into 
trouble over girls, and had the 
good grace to make his Xan- 
adu a gothic nightmare. Until 
yesterday's reports that Mi- 
crosoft is being investigated 
over claims that its Windows 
95 deliberately disables rival 
Internet software, we have en- 
joyed no such excitements 
with our very own Kane, Bill 
Gates. True or not the sugges- 
tion does introduce a certain 
snaky charm to the man who 
founded Microsoft 

This is a quality sadly lack- 
ing in Citizen Gates's 286 
pages of blue skies, nirvana — 
and not a mention of God 
anywhere. 

The nearest we get to per- 
sonal revelation is on page 206: 
T used to date a woman who 
lived in a different city. We • 
spent a lot of time together on 
e-mail And we figured out a 
way we could sort of go to the 
movies together. We’d find a 
film that was playing at about 
the same time hi both our 
cities. We’d drive to our 
respective theatres, chatting 
on our cellular phones. We’d 
watcb the movie, and on our 
way home we’d use our cellu- 
lar phones to discuss the 
show." 

Passionate times ahead, 
then? The problem with The 
Road Ahead is that it Is full of 
this bloodless no fluids please 
we’re on-line fhture-speak. 

Sure Gates has the vision 
thing; he’s had that fer longer 
than most of us. but he Isn't 


exactly a preacher, more the 
conference speaker who gets 
the first slot after lunch. 

Functionally written, com- 
bining a host of the most 
■‘basic" computer facts with 
the Teflon utopianism of a suc- 
cessful 19th century medicine 
man. The Road Ahead reads as 
if Nicholas Witcbell had re- 
written Wired magazine. 

It offers an easy Infobahn- 
11 te view that should appeal to 
everyone — if they can stom- 
ach die leaden prose. Hence: 
“It is human nature to find 
ways to convert synchronous 
co nun uni-ca tions into asyn- 
chronous forms _ 

It tries in vain to make 
Gates a Lord Reith of the Net 
waves. A social thinker. 

Gates's thesis is common- 
place. Open Net access to all, 
fea ming for life, global com- 
munication, lovely talk-to- 
granny- video-conferences, e- 
maiL Gates feels tree to leave 
the social problems to some 
government somewhere. 

But not all social problems. 
“When teachers do excellent 
work and prepare wonderful 
materials, only their few 
dozen pupils benefit each 
year," Gates writes. 

What he means Is that if Mi- 
crosoft were to own teachers' 
material then all that think- 
ing could be turned into soft- 
ware. Windows, hot only 95. 
but 99, 2004 and 3954 as welL 
He is a rich young man. 
with seemingly only virtual 
interests; one who goofed off 
from Harvard, where he en- 
j joyed poker more than study- 
ing, to set up Microsoft 
Who knows, if he’d stayed 
on he might even have dated 
more women in the same city. 
Or realised that being a have- 
not was about more than not 
possessing a lap-top computer. 


PARTS of England felt the 
full blast of winter yester- 
day as freezing conditions 
and the first snowfalls of 
the season played havoc 
with commuters and emer- 
gency services, writes Sue 
Quinn. 

Forecasters were predict- 
ing that the big chill, as seen 
above at Shoreham in Kent, 
would continue all week. 


Snowfalls of op to five 
Inches in some parts of the 
country, caused by an east- 
erly ait-stream from Siberia, 
started over eastern coastal 
areas in the early hours of 
yesterday, with the freeze 
quickly spreading. 

Drivers in many parts of 
England faced miserable 
journeys home last night, 
with motoring organisa- 


tions and emergency ser- 
vices reporting widespread 
problems as snow and ice 
made many roads 
treacherous. 

In Sussex, driving snow 
left many roads blocked, 
while in Kent, big tailbacks 
built up on the M20 as 
minor accidents held up 
traffic. 

A Met Office spokesman 


said that the wintry 
weather would mostly be 
confined to Sussex, Kent 
and East Anglia, althoug h 
the rest of the South might 
get a sprinkling of snow. 

The RAC’s head of cam- 
paigns. Edmund King, ad- 
vised motorists to check 
their cars had anti-freeze, to 
carry a warm blanket in 
case of breakdowns, and to 


allow more time for their 
journeys. 

W illiam Hill ctrt the odds 
against snow falling in Lon- 
don on December 25 from 
10-1 to 8-1, while Ladbrokes 
slashed theirsfiom 7-1 to 
5-1 . after taking a £3,500 bet 
from one punter in Acton, 

west London- 
Weather, G2 page 16 


Teachers savage Blair school plan 


‘Whipping boys’ fear as Labour 
pledges to get tough on failure 


John Carvel 
Education Editor 


T ONY BLAIR yester- 
day ran into a hail of 
criticism from teach- 
ing unions when he 
produced a blueprint for 
tough action against failing 
schools and incompetent 
teachers, without being spe- 
cific about the extra 
resources needed to help 
them improve. 

He launched Labour’s pro- 
posals for improving educa- 
tional standards with a 
promise to "sweep away the 
second rate and tackle bead- 
on the half-baked and the in- 
effective", adding: “There 
will be zero tolerance of 
failure from any government 
I lead." 

The document included a 
battery of measures to en- 
courage more effective 1 
schooling, including a Gen- 
eral Teaching Council to i 
boost professional standards, ! 


new qualifications for heads, 
the introduction of language 
teaching In every primary 
school and national home- 
work targets from age seven. 

Mr Blair reserved his stron- 
gest language for bad teach- 
ers and for parents who did 
not do enough to make sure 
their children succeed at 
school “If you want your 
child .to learn the three Rs, 
you’ve got to Instill in them a 
fourth R — responsibility,'' 
he said. 

Teachers’ representatives 
I rounded on the proposals, 
with one warning teachers 
could become whipping boys 
as the main parties vied to be 
seen as tougher on standards. 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Associa- 
tion of Head Teachers, added 
that Labour’s plan to give 
local authorities the job of 
supervising standards would 
create an expensive dual 
bureaucracy involving coun- 
cils and the schools' 
Inspectorate. 


Nigel de Gruchy, general , 
secretary of the National 
Association of School- 
masters/Union of Women 
Teachers, said: “There is not 
a snowball's chance in hell of 
realising these plans without 
substantial additional expen- 
diture. I must warn Labour 
that it cannot expect all these 
changes to be delivered by 
teachers for nothing." 

He welcomed Labour pro- 
posals for maximum class 
sizes of 30 in infant schools 
and extra payments to en- 
courage the best teachers to 
stay in the classroom, but 
plans for more after-school ac- 
tivities and a raft of other 
measures would create exces- 
sive workload. 

John Sutton, general secre- 
tary of the Secondary Heads 
Association, regretted that 
the document “concentrated 
on teacher-bashing and head- 
bashing”. Even the small mi- 
nority of incompetents had 
employment rights which 
might be threatened. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union 
of Teachers, the largest of die 
intensely competitive unions, 
put out a more helpful state- 


ment recognising the need to 
help ineffective teachers to 
change careers. 

This was overtaken, how- 
ever. when the union spotted 
a mistake in Mr Blair's pre- 
sentation, claiming 30 per 
cent of schools were failing 
when the Office for Standards 
in Education puts the figure 
at 2 per cent The Labour 
leader had intended to quote 
school Inspectorate estimates 
that 30 per cent of lessons 
were unsatisfactory. ! 

'It Is unfortunate that yet 
again politicians want to in- 
troduce proposals on the back 
of false claims of mass fail- 
ure,” Mr McAvoy said. 

However, union opposition 
may help Labour convince 
the electorate that its policies 
against incompetent teachers 
are at least as vigorous as the 
Government's. 

Gillian Shephard, the Edu- 
cation and Employment Sec- 


Up to 


retary. has been trying over 
recent months to shift the 
education debate on to the 
issue of improving standards 
and away from school fund- 
ing and structure. She has not 
been helped, however, by 
John Major’s determination 
to focus attention on grant- 
maintained schools and the 
assisted places scheme. j 

Last night she gave Labour 
“one cheer” for adopting pro- 
posals which the party had 
spent 16 years opposing. 

Mr Blair said Labour could 
not promise to attract better 
teachers by paying them 
more, since that would de- 
pend an economic 
circumstances. 

It was particularly impor- 
tant for a left-of-centre party 
to recognise that the amount 
of money spent was not the 
only issue, he said. 

Leader comment, page 8 


Labour 
abstain 
in tax 
vote 


Political Editor ' 


T HE five-day Commons 
debate on Kenneth 
Clarke’s third Budget 
package ended last night 
amid furious charge and 
counter-charge between the 
front benches over taxation, 
culminating in Labour ab- 
staining on They tax cuts — 
instead of voting against 
them — for the first time in 16 
years of opposition. 

With Gordon Brown, the 
shadow chancellor, deter- 
mined to nail the traditional 
Conservative jibe that Labour 
is still “the high tax party", 
Tony Blair's team concen- 
trated its fire on a forlorn bid 
to reduce the unpopular im- 
position of VAT on domestic 
heat and fuel from 8 to 5 per 
cent, the minimum rate 
allowed under EU rules. 

The move, an echo of last 
December's successful drive 
to stop the VAT rate being 
raised to 17.5 per cent, was in- 
tended to underline Labour’s 
“fair tax” credentials by help- 
ing poorer consumers. But 
last night it prompted the 
Scottish Nationalist leader, 
Alex S almond, to recall that 
when the SNP tried the same 
tactic In January. Labour de- 
nounced it as a “cynical ploy" 
and abstained. 

In the run-up to last night’s 
vote. Opposition whips were 
resigned to some leftwingers 
voting with the Liberal Demo- 
crats against the Chancellor’s 
lp cut In income tax — be- 
cause, leading Lib Dems said, 
the money should have been 
spent on education. They 
accused Labour of "timidity 
about the long-term good of 
the economy." 

In a combative debating ex- 
change with bis Labour 
shadow, John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Heseltine, accused 
the Opposition of planning to 
restore the upper rate of in- 
come tax to 60 per cent 
Mr Heseltine revealed that 
a Labour frontbencher, Nigel 
Griffiths. MP for Edinburgh 
South, had put down a parlia- 
mentary question on Novem- 
ber 2, asking the Chancellor 
what the yield would be of in- 
troducing a 60 per cent upper 
tax rate. 

Accusing Mr Heseltine of 
being “the chief propagandist 
of the Tory Party”, Mr Pres- 
cott declared: “It is the low 
paid, the people who desper- 
ately need to have some assis- 
tance, who are the ones who 
have suffered and carried the 
heaviest burden of tax." 

Mr Clarke said that Labour 
could not oppose the overall 
Budget strategy without 
being specific about tax cuts 
it opposed. 

But Mr Prescott renewed 
Labour’s attack that claims 
that the Budget would be 
worth £9 a week to average 
families rested on assumed 
growth next year, and — aver- 
age pay rises of 4 per cent 


Rata cut hopes nipped hi 
Budd, page 11 


Doctor ‘had no qualms’ 
over holiday with MP 


Addictive impact of scratchcards 
to be reviewed by Labour 


Andrew Cuff 
Ifewfia Corre spondent 

L ABOUR is to conduct a 
review of the National Lot- 
tery, ranging from the addic- 
tive impact of scratchcards to 
the regional imbalance in the 
distribution of grants. 

The party's National Lot- 
tery advisory group will meet 
in January and a report out- 


| linin g priorities is expected 
by the spring. News of the 
review coincided with Peter 
l Davis, director general of the 
Office of the National Lottery, 
saying scratchcards were at 
the soft end of the gambling 
spectrum and less addictive 
than fruit machines. 

Labour’s initiative has been 
ordered by Jack Cunning- 
ham, the shadow heritage sec- 
retary- 


Alex Bellos 

T HE 32-year-old man who 
shared a bed with the 
Tory MP David Ashby 
had no qualms about doing 
so, despite being aware of al- 
legations they were having a 
gay affair. 

Ciaran Kilduff said in the 
High Court that he was nei- 
ther embarrassed nor did he 
consider it “risky” to share 
the double bed in a French 
hotel because he did not be- 
lieve anyone would find out 
Asked whether it struck 
him as odd that a 53-year-old 
man — old enough to be his 
father — should have sug- 
gested they share a bedroom, 
Dr Kilduff replied tersely: 

I “No, it didn’t" 

Dr Kilduff, a soft-spoken 
Irishman, was giving evi- 
dence on the tenth day of Mr 
Ashby’s libel action a&unst 
the Sunday Times, over the 
newspaper’s allegation that 
the two men were lovers. It 
claims that on at least three 
occasions, including the epi- 
sode in France in January 
1994, the men were physically 
intimate. 

Times Newspapers Ltd and 
former Sunday Times editor 
Andrew Neil deny UbeL 
Dr Kilduff told Mr Justice 
Norland mid a jury that his 
solicitors had issued a state- 
ment denying the affair and 
followed up with writs 
against three tabloid 
newspapers. 

The doctor's sexuality was 
questioned by the news- 
paper’s counsel, Richard 



Ciaran KHdufF- . . ‘not 
risky to share hotel bed’ 

Hartley QC. Mr Hartley 
asked: “Did you have a girl- 
friend at that time?". Dr Kil- 
duff said be did. 

Mr Hartley continued: 
"When you say girlfriends 
and manfriends, how inti- 
mate have your relationships 
been with your girlfriends?" 
Dr Kilduff laughed before an- 
swering: “ I don’t presume to 
discuss my love life in public 
view.” 

He said that he and Mr 
Ashby met in 1992 and a 
month later, after only one 
other meeting, they flew to 
the US together. The doctor. I 
who had already booked a 
holiday to see friends, recom- 
mended a cheap flight to the 
MP, who was also planning a 
trip there. 

Mr Hartley said: "You must 
have been amazed. A person 


you met casually . . . you men- 
tion you are going to America 
and the next thing you know 
is he is booked on the same 
flight You didn’t think he 
was being a little bit 
forward?" 

Dr Kilduff: “Brash? You 
know what politicians are 
like! Some people might But 
as a doctor my business is to 
establish a rapport with 
people within a 10- minute 
conversation, so I tend to be 
quite open with people." 

Earlier in the day, Mr 
Ashby’s Harley Street doctor 
told the court that the MP had 
told him he had been impo- 
tent since about 1989. Dr 
Lewis Sevitt said Mr Ashby 
first consulted him In May 
1993, before he separated from 
his wife Silvana, complaining 
of headaches and of his Inabil- 
ity to have an erection in the 
morning. 

He was given medication 
but there had been no im- 
provement, Dr Sevitt said. 

He said Mr Ashby was 
dearly suffering from stress, 
which was the result of sev- 
eral factors including domes- 
tic problems, losses at Lloyds, 
and trouble with the family 
business. But the MP had 
never mentioned homosex- 


consultations. 

Mr Hartley asked: "If a per- 
son Is having a mid-life crisis, 
and is discovering that he is 
more homosexual than het- 
erosexual, that would lead to 
[symptoms} you have been de- 
scribing?” Dr Sevitt replied 
“That is a possibility" 

The case continues. 
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Country -wide protest: A striking rail worker (left) drums up support in Lille, while a child on the Paris mar ch says *1 too feel concerned 1 


TURMOIL IN FRANCE 3 


France and Britain compared 



Dissent and despair on streets of Bordeaux 


& 




The manifestos of support 
were outnumbered by spent 
flare cartridges Alex Duval 
Smith reports from Bordeaux 


F lorence Boisseau 
and her poodle were 
determined to show 
they were not among 
the 62 per cent of 
French people who are said to 
support the striker which 
have paralysed the country. 
So they staged a".;brave 
counter-demonstration. 

At 10am yesterday, in the 
biting winter wind, they posi- 
tioned themselves outside the 
gates of the neo-classical city 
hall. Mrs Boisseau. aged 53, 
had been given the morning 
off by her estate agent boss. 

Her tartan scarf and the 
poodle’s jacket virtually 
matched, and seemed to be 
obligatory atire for the ele- 
gant women of this bourgeois 
city. But Mrs Boisseau’s 200 
manifestos, photocopied on 
bright yellow A4 paper, 
clashed violently with her 
camel-hair coat. 


“There are 700,000 people in 
this city and most of them 
think the government's sav- 
ings are necessary," she de- 
clared. But her face dropped 
at sight of the demonstrators 
advancing down all five lanes 
of the Cours d'AIbret avenue. 

As 50.000 people, letting off 
red flares and blowing fog- 
horns, marched towards Mrs 
Boisseau, a young man in a 
suit took one of her manifes- 
tos. explaining that he was an 
unemployed accountant. 
“With the postal strike, I am 
not receiving my benefit. 
These demonstrators can af- 
ford to strike; the unem- 
ployed are too busy trying to 
make ends meet," he told her. 

The town hall square soon 
became clogged with demon- 
strators from more walks of 
life than in previous protests 
against the government’s pro- 
posals for slimming the wel- 



Alain Juppe defiant during 
yesterday’s debate 


fare state. But they seemed 
less focused. Students — os- 
tensibly there ’to press for 
more higher education fund- 
ing — shouted "Ho-bo-ho<Jhi- 
Minh, Che-Che-Guevara”. 
Postal workers on yellow bi- 
cycles shouted rather unori- 
ginally: “Alain Jupp£ resign". 
There was a banner against 
nuclear testing. 

The most vocal and in- 


The ages of revolution 


formed protesters were medi- 
cal staff from four hospitals. 

Beatrice Lassus, a paediat- 
ric nurse aged 36, said: "The 
health system has been 
abused for years but the 
answer is not to fine us all, as 
the government seems to 
want to do with its new social 
security tax. They should 
start by penalising the rich." 

Claude Bouvard. an auxil- 
iary aged 35, added: "We are 
moving towards an American 
system where there is care for 
the rich and none for the 
poor. Or the British system, 
with waiting lists." 

The medical staff had 
thought up a variety of solu- 
tions, including extra taxes 
for hi-tech industries, which 
by nature have few staff 

Unions had promised that 
yesterday’s action would in- 
clude private sector workers. 
Lorry drivers blocked routes 
to Bordeaux in the morning 
rush-hour but were not to be 
seen on the demonstration. 

However. Franpoise Bois- 
seau. a cashier at a Carrefour 
hypermarket, aged 51. had 
come with a dozen colleagues. 
“I have a decent salary and 
can afford, to take the day off” 


1789 

John Muffin looks back on 
turbulent years of struggle 
in the history of modem 
France : 


Who: Third estate, 
artisans and peasants 
versus Louis XVI, 
nobility and Swiss and 
German mercenaries. 
Why: Who runs France. 
Heads roll- Feudalism 
no more. 

Outcome: Liberty 
egalite, fraternity. Vive 
la Rfipublique. 



1830 
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1848 

Who: Same sort of deal 
as last time. 
Republicans never 
quite forgave Louis-. 
Philippe for hijacking 
their revolution of 18 
years earlier. 

Why: More lefty . 
philosophers; suffrage 
restriction, and crop • 
fail ure all factors- 
When political ... 
banquet-meetings are 
banned, street 
demonstrations -bqgln. 

Ou^T)77zf.-Lonis-Pliilippe 

loses out like Charles X 
before him and flees to 
England. 


1968 

Who: Students and 
workers take on Fifth 
Republic as endemic 
trouble in Paris flares 
after police violence at 
a Sorbonnedemo. 

Why: Students want 
more rights, workers 
want more money. . 
Outcome: Fizzles out in a 
month ais De Gaulle 
regains initiative., 
dissolves assembly and 
wins handsomely. But 
he tries to follow this 
with referendums On ■ 
constitutional changes 
the next year. Loses and 
is out 


1995 . 

Who: Rail workers, 
energy, bus and tube 
staff, postal workers, 
primary school 
teachers, telecom 
workers and students 
versus rlghtwing prime 
minkter Alain Jnpp4. 

Why: Welfare cuts 
prompted by President 
Chirac's desire to make 
European monetary 
union a priority, 
entailing two years of 
austerity to cut pubHc 
deficit to 3 per cent of 
GDP. 

Outcome; To be 
continued. 



X..o«gs archetype milch beloved of sitcom writers. The only 
Iw^mis^atthe retired accountant, Tory voter and former 
P mmuter has more soul than Ray Davies and Damon Albam 
C ° t touether. He is extraordinarily charming, thoughtful, 
p “ icuiate, patently decent and, above all, complicated. Damn. 



Striking moments 


she said. "But many people 
who work in jobs like mine 
are on short-term contracts 
and neither dare nor can af- 
ford to join a demonstration." 

Mr Juppe is mayor of Bor- 
deaux, but Olivier Renou, 
aged 30, said: "He is not one of 
us. His only link with Bor- 
deaux is that his parents live 
near here.” 

Mr Renou, who works in 
the reading room of the 
regional archives, was march- 
ing with a colleague, Patricia 
Latorse, aged 38. 

Single and living in a two- 
room flat in the suburbs of 
Bordeaux. Ms Latorse said 
she could not afford higher , 
social security contributions. 
'1 earn. Fr7.600 (£1,0001 a 
month. Of that, Fr 1,500 goes 
in contributions, FY2.000 in 
rent and Fr800 in tax. That 


leaves me Fr3,300 to live on. 

The demonstration grew as 
it criss-crossed the city, end- 
ing up in front of the sand- 
stone Grand Theatre. A man 
with a megaphone spent 16 
minutes reading a list of the 
occupations which were rep- 
resented. They included road 
workers, fire officers, teach- 
ers. college pupils, the media, 
telecom and rail staff. 

But Alain Baque, selling 
magazines in a kiosk, was un- 
impressed. “Three years ago, 
I took part in a protest to safe- 
guard hunting rights. There 
were 100,000 of us," he said. 

In front of the city hall, Mrs 
Boisseau and her poodle were 
nowhere to be seen. Dustmen 
were sweeping up her aban- 
dons ed yellow manifestos, 
vastly outnumbered by spent 
flare cartridges. 


□ Twelfth day of national rail 
strike, eighth day of Metro 
and bus stoppage; 

□ Ninth week of student 
unrest: 

□ Trade union marches 
throughout country, includ- 
ing private sector workers for 
first time: 

□ Custom officers strike; 

□ 120 out of 130 mail sorting 
offices closed. No deliveries 
in big cities; 

□ Lorry drivers, teachers, 
hospital staff bank clerks, 
airline crew and prison 
warders join other public sec- 
tor demonstrators; 

□ Uniformed police refuse to 
hand out traffic fines in pro- 
test against overwork; 

□ Big department stores, Ga- 


leries Lafayette and Prin- 
temps, report loss of half their 
December business; 

□ Panic buying causes clo- 
sure of many suburban petrol 
stations; 

□ Supermarket sales of basic 
foodstuffs increase fourfold; 

□ Sports stores report a boom 
in bicycle and roller skates 
sales; 

□ Retired army officers' 
association appeals to its 
40,000 members to chauffeur 
strikebound workers; 

□ 1,700 private buses again 
pressed into service around 
Paris, but many .have seats to 
spare after reports of four- or 
five-hour journeys; 

□ Weather forecasters called 
out 
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Streets ahead . •. . the Manor Estate in Sheffield (left) where tenant power has been hard to find, and ‘the Jungle’ of Halton Moor, Leeds, where local people took over the day-to-day r u nni n g of the estate 


PHOTOGRAPHS: DON McPHEE 


How self-help is being stifled on estates of despair 


James Meikle 
Community Affairs Editor 


I NFLEXIBLE tax and 
social security rules 
threatened self-help 
schemes to revive Brit- 
ain's most deprived estates, a 
report for the charitable 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
said yesterday. 

Unemployed people and vol- 
unteers seeking to lift their 


communities out Of poverty, 
poor education, and improve 
delapidated homes were often 
afraid to get involved in for- 
mal arrangements to barter 
skills, time and goods because 
they might attract the atten- 
tion of the Inland Revenue 
and benefits agency, accord- 
ing to the report's author, 
Marilyn Taylor. 

Yet financial institutions 
would deny residents credit 
simply because of their post 


code and food co-operatives 
found it hard to compete with 
commercial businesses. 

Ms Taylor, reader in social 
policy at Brighton university, 
called for a 20-year pro- 
gramme to tackle increasing 
social polarisation between 
rich and poor that saw 2.000 
estates piling up “statistics of 
despair'' despite the efforts of 
tenants to improve matters, 
many of which have been 
closely monitored in research 


studies for the foundation. 
Residents should be given 
training and money, includ- 
ing National Lottery cadi, to 
help put them at the centre of j 
long-term regeneration | 
projects. 

“Flagship initiatives and | 
professionals generally move | 
on. Residents and their chil- : 
dren are the people who will | 
still be there when all the fan- 
fares have died down." 

Big rebuilding. projects j 


should employ local people, 
and moving in and out of jobs 
should be made a less risky 
business. “The marginal 
benefits of getting a job ... 
may be outweighed not only 
by the costs of child care and 
transport, but also by the dif- 
ficulty of getting back into the 
benefits system if the job 
doesn’t work out ... With- 
drawal of benefit as a deter- 
rent can lead to crime.” 

Credit unions, skills ex- 


changes, and more estab- 
lished local exchange trading 
schemes could all build confi- 
dence, although such alterna- 
tive economies should not be 
allowed simply to increase 
the isolation of estates. 

“Formalisation may des- 
troy them. It certainly at- 
tracts the attention of the 
benefits office and the Inland 
Revenue and' more experi- 
ments are needed ... to over- 
come these problems ... We 


are not twUrfwg about turning 
a blind eye to all sorts of 
moonlighting.” 

The report coincides with 
the official opening by Prince 
Charles today of the National 
Tenants Resource Centre, a 
28- bedroom residential - cen- 
tre, build from government 
grants and company and 
charitable donations. Its 
cha ir ma n is tVn» architect. Sir 
Richard Rogers, and Anne 
Power, from the London 


School of Economics, another 
expert on resident participa- 
tion, was a driving force be- 
hind its creation. 

It will train up to 4,000 ten- 
ants a year in a range of 
s kins , from managing regen- 
eration projects to fighting 
racism. ' 
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People power is 
bringing hope 
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A group of tenants 
in Leeds is showing 
the way, Martin 
Wainwright says 
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T HE Halton Moor estate 
in Leeds has had a 
lively reputation since 
day one, when the first ten- 
ants included the 10 -year- 
old Keith Waterhouse. 

Bat behind the youth 
crime — - the estate Is nick- 
named the Zoo and the Jun- 
gle — a much more signifi- 
cant story is taking place. 

“We've got real power 
now,” says Dorothy Shel- 
don. shoe shop manageress 
turned hostler for govern- 
ment borrowing powers, 
whose tenant colleagues 
have won genuine control 
of day-to-day decision mak- 
ing on the i, 600 -home 
estate. 

“When we approach local 
companies for sponsorship 
or partnership, they listen 
to us because we've got a 
track record of helping our- 
selves. Local people are lis- 
tening too, because they 
know we’re not the same as 
the council, and we’re here 
to stay.” 

The success of Halton 
Moor’s elected estate man- 
agement board, in spite of 
continuing problems with a 
small but persistent group 
of criminals, stems from a 
sudden, unexpected galva- 
nising of opinion in the late 
1960s, which ambushed and 
wrecked a Government 
Housing Action Trust 
scheme. 

More than 500 people 
crowded a protest meeting 
against a plan to refurbish 
— but then almost certainly 
privatise — the 1930s “gar- 
den village”. 

“You could see the attrac- 
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tion — we’re close to the 
motorways and airport, 
with a golf course and 
Temple Newsam park right 
next door,” says Mrs Shel- 
don. “But the people who 
live here wouldn’t have 
been able to afford to stay.” 

The battle ended with 
local and Whitehall back- 
ing for an estate action 
area, the houses remaining 
in Leeds city council’s 
ownership but with tenants 
tnVitie over the day-to-day 

helm. 

“There are 12 of ns voted 
in to the board by about 700 
members of the tenants’ 
association, which comes 
under friendly society 
rules,” says Mrs Sheldon, 
who ka« lived on Halton 
Moor for 28 years and 
wouldn't move anywhere 
else. Two owner occupiers 
are elected as well, and 
three ward councillors plus 
the city’s housing chair- 
man fill the other places. 
The borrowing of £23 mil- 
lion has been arranged 
with the Department of the 
Environment, through 
Leeds' share of the national 
housing investment finance 
programme. 

The continuity this gives 
— until 2001 — is proving 
the board's strongest asset, 
underpinning the sort of 
steady repair and renewal 
programme (almost half 
the houses in seven years) 
which has suffered prob- 
lems in comparable areas, 
like Sheffield’s Manor es- 
tate, where tenant power 
has been harder to find. 

“The worst enemy in 
areas like this is raising 
hopes then dropping them. 
We had It with the crime 
prevention unit, which 
brought us eight extra 
police for a year. It was 
wonderful bat then the 
funding ended, and things 
started to slide back.” 
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On the waterfront: the Stratford site In east London 

Greenwich and Birmingham 
vie for millennium honour 


Maev Kennedy reports on the finalists 
in competition to stage exhibition 


G reenwich and the 

National Exhibition 
Centre in Birming- 
ham emerged as the favour- 
ites to hold the Millennium 
Exhibition when the bids 
from would-be operators 
were lodged yesterday. 

Only two operators 
remained out of the origi- 
nal shortlist of four as two 
merged to form a new 
consorti um. 

The M2 000 Group, assem- 
bled by Touche Ross, and 
the MAI consortium of tele- 
vision and finance inter- 
ests. which is part of the 
group that won the Chan- 
nel s television franchise, 
have amalgamated to put in 
a joint bid. 

Their preferred site is 
Greenwich, but they would 
use part of the Stratford 
East site on the other side 
of the Thames. 

The design consultancy 


Imagination lodged de- 
tailed plans for an exhibi- 
tion using existing and new 
buildings at the NEC. the 
only site offering to become 
a co-investor, putting in up 
to £30 million. The fourth 
shortlisted operator, Gra- 
nada. dropped out three 
weeks ago. 

The other shortlisted 
sites, Derby City and Strat- 
ford East, are still in with a 
chance, as both bidders out- 
lined options to transfer 
their schemes to other 
sites. 

The Millennium Commis- 
sioners will announce their 
choice for the year-long ex- 
hibition. intended to at- 
tract 30 milli on visitors, 
early in the new year. They 
will be supporting the cho- 
sen scheme with a grant 
from National Lottery 
funds Of Up to £100 m»Iiny i. 

A spokeswoman for the 


commissioners said last 
night; “We are delighted to 
receive two such exciting 
and competitive bids." 

Birmingham is convinced 
that the very' tight time 
scale means the NEC is the 
only chance of the exhibi- 
tion being ready in time. It 
is also the only site, with 
the blessing of part-owner 
Birmingham City Council, 
prepared to become co-in- 
vestors. putting in up to £50 
million. 

The Greenwich bid is 
beaded by Sir Bob Scott 
who led the efforts of Man- 
chester to try to get the 
Olympic Games before 
finally succeeding in secur- 
ing the Commonwealth 
Games for 2002. 

All the site promoters 
found the competition 
bizarre. The site guidelines 
were only announced on 
June 1. leaving only a few 
months to come up with an 
idea big -enough to attract 
30 million people. The festi- 
val is to run from January 
l to December 31 . 2000. 


Marking time . . . The Greenwich site favoured by merged consortium 


Bogus priest conned believers out of their cash 


Owen Bowcott 


A SICILIAN ronman who 
posed as a Catholic 
priest, seduced two 
nuns, and claimed to be a 
brain surgeon, was last night 
behind bars awaiting extradi- 
tion for a string of alleged 
frauds in Austria. 

Even after York crown 
court jailed Angelo M a la n - 


nino for three months, doubts 
about what was fact and what 
was fantasy lingered. At five 
feet tall, the chubby 46-year- 
old had charmed his .way 
through the city’s charitable 
Christians. 

Detective Constable Adam 
Harland said: “People were so 
taken in they hailed him as a 
local saint" It was only after 
a party held to celebrate his 
purchase of a dilapidated hos- 


pital for conversion into an 
Aids hospice that suspicions 
were confirmed. 

Held in a local Italian res- 
taurant Malannino became 
very drunk. “People thought 
it strange a priest should be 
shouting and swearing and 
chatting up the talent includ- 
ing his host’s Jamaican girl 
friend." 

The prosecution asked for 
nine other fraud charges to be 


left on the file. Malannino had 
arrived in Britain in April 
last year driving an Opel car 
which had clocked up £3,000 
of overdue rental 
Rodney Jameson, prosecut- 
ing. said Malannino not only 
duped people into thinking he 
was a priest but also posed as 
a brain surgeon, and claimed 
to be the heir to a vast fortune 
and the son of an Italian gen- 
eral He admitted stealing 
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medical files and books from 
the National Hospital for Neu- 
ropathy in London, and said 
nothing in court 
Among his possessions 
when arrested were home- 
made rubber stamps for mak- 
ing bogus documents and a 
falsified letter from the Arch- 
bishop of Turin appointing 
him a local bishop. In York, 
Malannino had said Mass at 
St Wilfrid's church several 


News in brief 


times. Local priests first chal- 
lenged him when he failed to 
provide a celebret. the docu- 
ment proving he had been 
ordain ed. 

He had befriended the Ital- 
ian owner of a local guest 
house and stayed there free. 
An architect had also been 
tricked into carrying out al- 
most £40.000 worth of work 
for the scheme to convert the 
derelict hospital. 


Man found dead 
in police cell 

A MAN was found dead in a police cell yesterday, half an hour 
after he was arrested. The Police Complaints Authority is to 
investigate the death of the alleged aimed burglar in Brixton 
police station following a confrontation with arresting officers. 

The man, black and in his 20s, has not been identified. Police 
were called to a break-in where a couple had been threatened at 
knifepoint Scotland Yard said the suspect was chased and 
eventually lunged at the pursuing officers with a knife. “The 
police had to protect themselves with long batons to disarm 
him," a spokesman said. Half an hour after being placed in the 
cell he was found to have stopped breathing. — Owen Bowcott 


Rebuke for ‘miracle’ claim 

THE evangelist Morris Cerullo has been rebuked by the Advertis- 
ing Standards Authority for malting unsupporteddaims of mirac- 
ulous healings. The authority upheld compila ints from 19 people 
about newspapers and posters advertising Mr Cerullo's Mission 
to London meetings at Earl’s Court 
The posters included, a photograph of a woman holding a baby 
and the caption: "They said I must not have a baby . . .Miracles 
happen.” Another featured a picture of a boy holdings pair of 
crutches with a football at his feet with the headline: “They said 
Td never stand on my own two feed" Each poster carried the 
message: “Experience the healing power of God.” 

Complainants said the campaign exploited the vulnerable 
whose conditions could not be cured by attendance at Mr Cerul- 
lo’s meetings. The advertisers maintained the posters were testi- 
monies from people who believed they had been healed or their 
lives had changed by attending the meetings. — Andrew Cuff 


County Hall to become hotels 

COUNTY Hall, the former home erf the Greater London Council 
on the south bank of the Thames, is to be converted into two hotels 
with a total ofmore than 500 beds, it was announced yesterday. 

The site, empty for nearly 10 years, was bought for £80 million 
by the Shirayama Corporation of Japan in 1992. The Whitbread 
group said it had agreed outlmeterms with Shirayama for a 318- 
room Travel Dm budget hotel anda200-roomfour-starMarri{rft 
hotel within County HalL 


Charity to merge operation 

THE Save the Children Fund, which announced £9 million spend- 
ing cuts last week, is to merge its UK and overseas divisions and 
make its UK director, Mike Taylor, redundant The charity 
blames a standstill in fund-raising. Mr Taylor, aged 48, has been 
director of Save the Children’s UK and European division for 

three years. He has told colleagues he Supports its merger with the 

charity's overseas division. — David Brtndte 


CPRE fights rural towns plan 

PLANNERS should fight proposals for new towns and villages 

with populations of up to 10. 000 and insist that developers concen- 
trate on urban renewal instead, the Council fra- the Protection erf 
Rural England said yesterday- Talk of new settlements to help 
meet government projections of 4.4 million new households by 
2016 was undermining vital efforts to regenerate cities, and 
threatened unnecessary environmental damage, Tony Burton, 
the organisation's senior planner told a conference in Brussels. 

“Most such developments risk being little more than remote 
housing estates in the countryside." he said — James Meikio 


Home loan 
arrears 
ruling hope 


Margaret Hughes 
Personal Finance Editor 


H ome buyers who 

have fallen into seri- 
ous mortgage ar- 
rears may be saved 
from having their homes re- 
poses sed as a result of a rul- 
ing yesterday by the Court of 
Appeal. 

More than 1,000 home buy- 
ers a week face having their 
homes repossessed. In a case 
involving a Wiltshire home 
owner whose arrears on her 
£90.000 mortgage had reached 
£20.000, three judges unani- 
mously agreed that the full 
term of a mortgage should be 
the starting point for calculat- 
ing a “reasonable period" for 
payment of arrears, rather 
than the maximum of four 
years normally agreed in the 
county courts . 

Lord Justice Waite said the 
case was of relevance to all 
home mortgages as previ- 
ously there bad been little 
guidance on exactly what was 
“a reasonable period" for 
bringing payments up to date. 

A Shaftesbury count}' court 
judge had decided that “a 
reasonable period" for Chris- 
tina Norgan, to catch up on 
her arrears was only four 
years, even though her 22- 
year mortgage had 13 more 
years to run. But the Appeal 
Court judges said the county 
court judge “fell into error” 
and sent the case back for a 
re-bearing. 

Mrs Norgan became sole 
owner of Wickford Farm- 
house, worth about £225,000, 
about nine years ago when 
her property developer hus- 
band sold hi<» half share to 
raise business finance. The 
transaction involved Mrs 
Norgan taking out a £90,000 
mortgage with the Guardian 
building society. 

But Mrs Norgan, who has 


lived with her husband, Rich- 
ard, their five sons in the 
period farmhouse at Tisbury, 
Wiltshire, since 1974, began to 
Call into arrears with the in- 
terest payments after her hus- 
band’s business ran into diffi- 
culties. Under the terms of 
the mortgage the whole debt 
became immediately 
repayable. 

The Cheltenham and 
Gloucester building society, 
which took oyer the Guardain 
building society, obtained a 
county court order for posses- 
sion when her arrears 
totalled about £7.000 in April 
1990. But at that time execu- 
tion was 'suspended as Mrs 
Norgan made “strenuous 
efforts” to pay off her arrears. 

However, in September 
1993, a district judge refused 
to blodt the possession order 
any longer, and that decision 
was upheld by Judge O’Mal- 
ley at Shaftesbury county 
court in June. 

But yesterday the appeal 
judges argued that the “logic 
and the spirit” of the law was 
that the court should take 
“the full term of the mort- 
gage" as the starting point for 
deciding whether a mort- 
gagor could m aintain pay- 
ment of arrears. 

Later Mr Norgan said: “I 
hope this case helps a lot of 
other people. That was one of 
its purposes.” 

Sue Anderson, for the 
Council of Mortgage Lenders, 
said: “It is perfectly accept- 
able that people should have a 
fair chanre to get back on to 
their feet" 

But she was concerned that 
the ruling could tempt bor- 
rowers to take “a mortgage 
payments holiday" in the 
knowledge that if their case 
ever did go to court they 
would be given a long period 
to pay off arrears. “Debt reha- 
bilitation is best done over as 
short a period as possible.” 


Lower drink-drive 
level rejected 


Minister argues that 
changing the law 
will not change 
public behaviour 


Keith Harper 
Transport Editor 


Government yester- 
day refused to lower the 
drink-drive alcohol limit 
as it launched its Christmas 
campaign to keep death off 
the roads. 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation and some police forces 
want the limit reduced from 
80mg per 100ml of blood to 
50mg, but the Transport Min- 
ister, Steven Norris, said a 
change In the level did not 
necessarily result in a change 
of behaviour. Support for the 
drink-drive campaign mi ght 
disappear if the limit were 
lowered. 

David Williams, secretary 
of the Association of Chief 
Police Officers, said the 
association believed that de- 
ciding the level “was best left 
to the Government and the 
scientists”, but suggested that 
police forces might back a 
lower limit 

Mr Williams, chief consta- 
ble cf Surrey, said that for the 
first time this year, drink- 
drive statistics to be pub- 
lished on January 2 would 
cover all accidents involving 
drinking and driving, not just 
those In which there were 
injuries. 

The television commercial 
at the centre of this year’s 


£3-2 million campaign against 
drink-driving shows a young 
man maimed through a drink- 
drive accident being spoon- 
fed by his mother. As she does 
so, the voice of his friends are 
heard in flashback, urging 
bt” 1 to have another drink be- 
fore going home for dinner. 

Mr Norris hoped that the 
advertisement would strike 
home with young men be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 24 
who were three times more 
likely to be killed than 
drivers in their 40s. 

“The campaign is aimed 
squarely at all those who con- 
tinue to ignore the blindingly 
obvious fact that by drinking 
and driving you are more 
likely to kill yourself or some- 
body else.” 

He believed that by putting 
the potential consequences of 
the thoughtless actions of a 
“selfish minority" in front of 
the public, the Government 
would be appealing to the in- 
stincts of this small group. 

Mr Norris said that over 
the years the Government’s 
message had hit home. The 
numbers killed on the roads 
in drink-drive accidents bait 
been reduced from 1,500 to lit- 
tle over 500, but there was 
still a long way to go. The 
good news about the annual 
figure falling meant very lit- 
tle to the thousands of rela- 
tives and friends of the 
victims. 

The AA’s head of road 
safety, Andrew Howard, said 
AA research showed that 80 
per cent of motorists wanted 
the legal limit cut. The key to 
the problem was to target the 
hard core of motorists who 
persisted in flouting the law. 


Paying the penalty 
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Former South Korean president and 1 2 business barons on corruption charges 


Roll ‘took £240m in bribes’ 


The Guardian Wednesday December 61996 


News ii» brief 


Kevin Rafferty In Tokyo 


S OUTH KOREA was 
thrown into turmoil 
yesterday when the 
former president 
Rota Tae-woo and 12 
leading industrialists were 
charged with bribery. 

A senior prosecutor, Ahn 
Gang- min, said in a live tele- 
vision broadcast that Mr Roh, 
who has already confessed to 
creating a £430 million slush 
fund when he was president 
between 1968 and 1993, was 
charged with accepting 
£210 million in bribes. All but 
about £70 million of the slush 
fund had been accounted for. 
and his office had applied for 
permission to seize all Mr 
Roh's assets, he added. 

The indictments extend the 
clean-up by Kim Young-sam, 
the first civilian president of 
South Korea for more than 30 
years. They threaten to split 
the ruling party and throw 
business into disarray. 

Mr Ahn announced that 12 
businessmen, including the 
heads of seven of the coun- 
try's biggest conglomerates, 
had been charged with giving 
bribes. They include Kim 
Woo-choong. chairman of 
Daewoo, and Lee Kun-hee, 
chairman of Samsung — both 
among the top 200 companies 
in the world — each accused 
of giving almost £20 million. 

Mr Ahn said that 35 busi- 
nessmen had been identified 
as having given bribes total- 
ling £240 mill In n, but hfi hart 
decided to prosecute only the 
12 responsible for clear crimi- 
nal action. 

To protect the economy, 
they were not detained in cus- 
tody. be said. The Seoul stock 
market, which had been in the 
doldrums, rose on this news. 

The 12 face prison sen 1 
fences of up to five years if 
convicted. Mr Roh could get 
up to 10 years. 


As in many countries, poli- 
ticians in South Korea depend 
° D business donations to 
stand for office. In a rapidly 
developing country, the rules 
on donations are not clear: 
Several leading business- 
men, notably Chung Ju-yune. 
founder of the Hyundai con- 
glomerate, who ran against 

President Kim m 1992. com- 
plained that giving big dona- 
tions was me price of survivaL 
‘niiracle" which 
lifted South Korea’s annual 
per capita income from £60 to 
£6.000 in 30 years and made it 
th 0 llth biggest economy in 
the world is . due to the con- 
glomerates. In some fields, 
notably shipbuilding, semi- 
conductors and electronics, 
the Koreans are chain™ girr e 


Japanese domination'. 

But politicians resent their 
dependence cm industry and 
regularly threaten to trim the 
conglomerates, thus encour- 
aging more donations as. the 
price of staying in business. A 
report from the Samsung 
Research Institute says that 
the unstable political climate 
could reduce growth from an 
expected 7.4 per emit to 6 per 
cent next year. 

Sceptics in Seoul claim that 
President Kim has ordered 
the clean up to try to restore 
his sagging political fortunes. 
His approval rating ha« fallen 
from 90 per cent shortly after 
his inaururation in 2998 to 
30 per cent. 

He has always presented 
himself as “Mr Clean”. But 
the fact that he left the opposi- 
tint to ally with then 

President Roh in 1992 leaves 
him vulnerable within toe 
Democratic Liberal Party to 
supporters of Mr Roh and Mr 
Chun. 

The party chairman, Kim 
Yoon-hwang, who was close 
to the previous presidents, of- 
fered his resignation yester- 
day, but President Kim would 
not accept it 


Vanquished . . . Students are led away during the 1980 army crackdown in Kwangju, a pivotal event in Korean history 

The fathers of the nation and the blood of its children 


Roh Tae-woo also faces trial for the 1 980 
massacre in Kwangju. Nicholas Kristof 
discovers the city's feelings and memories 


H E LOST an eye when 
soldiers stamped on 
his lace. His brother- 
in-law was shot dead, his 
younger brother was im- 
prisoned, his parents went 
insane. But in some 
respects Lee Ji-hyun is a 
remarkably lucky man. He 
lived. 

He survived the massacre 
of democracy demonstra- 
tors in the provincial capi- 
tal Kwangju In May 1980, 
an incident which has 
haunted South Korea ever 
since. As he plucked his 
false eye from its -socket 
and pointed to the scars on 
his face, Mr Lee reflected 
on tiie forthcoming trial of 
two former presidents for 
ordering the massacre. 


“They should be exe- 
cuted.” he said. “Unless we 
execute them, bow can we 
put this all behind us?” 

Few people expect that 
Chun Doo-hwan and Roh 
Tae-woo will face the gal- 
lows. But they are in 
prison, - and they, are ex- 
pected to go on trial next 
year for staging a coup in 
1979 .and ordering the 
Kwangju massacre. On the 
lowest estimate almost 200 
people were killed. Some 
put the number- in the 
thousands. 

For those in Kwangju 
who have fought for 15 
years to have the massa c r e 
investigated and the cul- 
prits punished, this is a mo- 
ment to savour. Mr Lee has 


campaigned to honour the 
victims, and has been im- 
prisoned twice — once for 
30 months — for his efforts. 

The massacre was a piv- 
otal event in modern 
Korean history, nurturing 
radicalism and anti-Ameri- 
canism in a generation of 
youth. 

Students at Seoul National 
University were once asked 
to identify the greatest trag- 
edy in Korean history since 
1945. The professor who de- 
signed the survey assumed 
that they would say the 
Korean War, but, over- 
whelmingly, they named the 
Kwangju massacre. 

At Mangwol Dong ceme- 
tery, where 125 of the vic- 
tims are buried, a light 
snow was falling on Mon- 
day. But an tin usually large 
number of visitors walked 
between the graves paying 
tribute. 

“The spirits will be 
relieved a bit," said Kim I 


Jae-young, aged 59. “Their 
anguish has been soothed.” 
Yu T&e-drang, a grave- 
digger at the cemetery for 
the past 19 years, knows 
the victims he buried as if 
they were members of his 
family. He introduced Cboi 
Mi-ae, who died eight 
months pregnant. Her 
tombstone carries the in- 


sbonld be punished to the 
foil extent of the law, Mr 
Yu said. Then, reminded 
that they face the death 
penalty, he reconsidered 
“Execution? I'm not sure 
rd go that far. Chun and 
Roh were fathers of this 
nation, after all. So I don't 
really know what punish- 
ment they should get. But I 


Protesters armed themselves with 
weapons and briefly ruled the city. 
Ten days laterthe army moved in 


6cription: “Darling, you 
were an angeL I'll see you 
again in Heaven.” 

The grave of Bang 
Kwang-bom, aged 20 when 
he died, carries the photo- 
graph of a serious child 
staring solemnly at the 
camera. 

The former presidents 


suppose if they're not exe- 
cuted, they should get life 
sentences.” 

Mr Chun set the stage for 
tbe Kwangju massacre 
when he responded to de- 
mocracy demonstrations by 
imposing martial law 
throughout South Korea. 
Next day there were demon- 


strations In Kwangju, and 
the military government's 
Moody crackdown provoked 
a public uprising. 

Protesters armed them- 
selves with weapons taken 
from armouries, and briefly 
ruled tbe city. Ten days 
after the initial protests the 
army moved in with tanks 
and machine guns. 

The government put the 
civilian death toll at 193 
but eventually agreed . to 
compensate the relatives of 
288 victims. In addition 23 
soldiers died, most of them 
killed by other troops bat 
some by protesters. 

Chang Sou-man. head of 
the Kwangju Massacre Be- 
reaved Families Associa- 
tion, said people were still 
reporting relatives who 
went missing at the time. 
The association wants a 
special prosecuter ap- 
pointed to discover what 
happened. — New York 
Times. 
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Horse virus 
kills humans 


Philip Shenon in Brisbane 


T HE Australian jockey 
Troy Rail was bora to 
race. His father. Vic 
Rail, was a renowned horse 
trainer along Australia’s sun- 
soaked Gold Coast, where 
thoroughbred-racing is a 
sporting obsession second 
only to surfing. 

Yet neither father nor son 
could understand why the 
horses in the family stables 
outside Brisbane were begin- 
ning to die. 

“They wouldn’t eat” Troy 
Rail, aged 24, said. “And then 
they really began to suffer. 
First they'd get a twitch. Then 
they began to shake, bashing 
themselves into the wall.” 
Within days, 14 horses had 
died, their lungs filling with 
blood and other fluid till they 
drowned. And whatever 
killed the horses was begin- 
ning to kill Vic Rail. The 
trainer, aged 49. died a week 
after be entered hospital in 
September 1994. his lungs 
dissolving. 

Only a few. months before 
scientists grappled with an 
outbreak of the deadly Ebola 
virus In Zaire last spring. 
Australian scientists were 
scrambling to solve a viral 
mystery of their own. 

It has turned out to be 
among the most ominous 
medical mysteries in this 
country — a threat to human 
lives as well as the £1.3 billion 
horse racing industry. 

After a year-long investiga- 
tion, scientists identified toe 
killer: a cross-species virus 
related to measles. 

But the threat may not have 
been contained. Investigators 
were startled in October 
when Mark Preston, aged 35. 
an Australian horse farmer in 
Mackay. about 475 miles 


north-east erf Brisbane, died. 
They say the virus may have 
lain dormant in his body for 
several months. 

“There is no sense of panic, 
but there is a sense of ur- 
gency about this,” said Steve 
Bishop, a health ministry 
spokesman In Brisbane, the 
capital oT Queensland. 

The organism has been 
identified as a morbillivirus, 
the viral family that includes 
canine distemper and human 
measles. Equine morbilli- 
virus is the first member of | 
that virus family to afflict 
more than one species, or to 
be discovered in humans 
since measles 1,000 years ago. 

Keith Murray, chief of the 
Australian Animal Health 
Laboratory, said investiga- 
tors were testing small ani- 
mals in Queensland to see 
whether the virus thrives in 
their bloodstream but be- 
comes deadly when transmit- 
ted to larger creatures. 

Investigators say Preston 
may have been infected when 
he performed an autopsy on a 
horse last yoar. Rail 
apparently contracted the vi- 
rus when he force-fed dying 
horses in his stables, pushing 
his band down their throats. 

Tests at the Rail farm 
showed the virus caused the 
cells lining lung blood vessels 
to clump together, creating 
holes in the vessel walls so 
that Quid leaked into the 
lungs. ’ 

The government declared 
an emergency last year, plac- 
ing nearby stables under 
quarantine and halting rac- 
ing around Brisbane. Later 
tests on humans and horses 
found no sign of the virus. 

Then came Preston's death. 
Mr Bishop, the health minis- 
try spokesman, said: “We’re 
testing everybody .” — New 
York Times. 



THEBURMESE government suggested yesterday that the de- . 
mocracy leader, Aung San Smi Kyi. was a traitor and. said she - 
and her pro-democracy colleagues would be 1 ‘annihilated 1 ’ if 
they tried to destabilise the country. 

The state-run New Light afMjfaninar and Mirror Dally _■■■• 

, newspapers, both mouthpieces of toe ruling militar y, carried -. 

I commentaries indirectly comparfngSuu Kyi With MaungBa -•■ • 
Than, a 19th century traitor whohelped British forces conquer ; 
Burma. 

“True young patriots are well aware of all your activiffes and 
they will annihilate, holding hands with toe people, anyone- 
who makes the country unstable,” toe commentary said. "If 
you really have a true desire to see Myanmar [Burrha] develop, 
it is essential not to do as you are directed by toe imperialists.” 
More than 100 yeareago MaungBa Than helped British . 
troops to capture Mandalay. thenthe Burmese capital, leading . . 
to the imposition of British, colonial nite throughout Burma. - 
Suu Kyi. released framsix years ofhouse arrest in July, 
pulled her National League for Democracy but of a government- 
organised convention drawing up the guidelines for a constitu- 
tion last week. -— Reuter.Rcmgoon. 


Tigers attack eastern base 

SRI LANKAN Tamil Tiger rebels attacked a police commando 
base in the eastof toe country yesterday, hours after the army 
raised the national flag over the rebels' former noirfhtexi strong- • 
hold of Jaffha. defence officials said. . . 

*Tfs a fairly big attack,” a senior defence o ffici al- s aid. 

There had been earlier reports of ah attack on a second camp as 
well, font an official military spokesman could not confirm them. 

Military sources saidrebeis triedto drive a van loaded with 
explosives into a Special Task Force camp near Ralmunai to toe - 
Batticaloa district 

The van exploded, killing a police sentry. Heavy fighting broke 
out to which rebels stiffens! heavy casualties, the sources said. 

The Tamil Tigers, whohavenotadruitted the fall <rf their 
citadel, said they were continuing to fight They did not say , 
where, • * . 

The rebel Voice of Tigers radio a nnou nc ed a bigr ecniit m ent . 
drive yesterday and urged people to enlist to stop toe army 
“before it is too lata". — Reuter. Colombo. 


Rabin’s killer charged 

ISRAELI prosecutors filed a charge of premeditate d mu r der 
against the self-confessed assassin oFYhzbak Rabin yesterday as 
toe country ended a 3bdaytoourntog period fix* the murdered 
prime minister. 

• The justice ministry confirmed the charge against Yigal Amir, 
aged 25. Police said heand his alleged accomplices — his brother 
Hagai and friend DrorAdani — would be brought before a Tel 
Aviv district court tomorrow. 

Israel Radio, quoting from the charges filed, said Yigal Amir 
was to be charged separately with premeditated murder while he. 
Hagai Amir and Adani would be charged jointly with conspiring 
to kill Rabin and to attack Arabs. — Reuter, Jerusalem. 


UN call for dialogue 

THE UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, visiting East 
Timor’s capital Dili yesterday, calledon the Indonesia-appointed 
government to step up dialogue with local people to help solve 
human rights problems. 

The city was calm at the startef Jose Ayala Lasso's two-day 
visit, which coincides with the 20fo anniversary of Indonesia’s 
invasion of the former Portuguese colony on December 7. He held 
talks with the governor, Abilio Soares, police and military offi- 
cial and members of parliament — Reuter, DHL 


Uganda threatens. Sudan 

Uganda's president, Yoweri Museveni, threatened to launch com- 
mando raids into neighbouring Sudan yesterday unless the Is- 
lamic government In Khartoum stuped aiding Christian rebels 
fi ghting to overthrow him. 

“We demand, as we have done before, that toe Sudanese regime 
disband the bandits and expel them from Sudan,” Mr Museveni 
said. 

“If they do not do so ... and if they again send criminals to kill 
villagers in northern Uganda or jdant mines, we may be forced to 
launch commando raids into southern Sudan to deal with those 
bandits” the former guerrilla leader added. — Reuter, Kampala. 


Ex-Nazi Priebke silent 

THE ITALIAN military prosecutor who brought ex-Nazi Erich 
Priebke to Italy to face a war crimes trial said the former SS 
captain refused to answer questions yesterday. 

‘He didn't answer any of my questions,” military prosecutor 
Antonino Intellsano said after meeting the 82-year-old German at 
the Rome military prison where he is being held. 

Priebke, who had lived openly in Argentina since 1948, was 
extradited to Italy an November 21 to face charges that he was a 
chief planner of the massacre of 335 Italian men and boys at the 
Ardeatine Caves outside Rome in March 1944. He has admitted a 
role to Italy’s worst wartime atrocity, but says he was following 
orders. — Reuter, Rome. 



Dream ticket ... A Chinese man sleeps on his feet while 
queuing to buy a ticket at Beijing’s overcrowded railway 
station yesterday. Passengers are often forced to wait in 
line for hoars. photograph: greg baker 


Ex-minister hits back 

PRESIDENT Violeta Chamorro’s son-in-law broke a long 
silence since resigning as Nicaragua's most powerful govern- 
ment minister and attacked opponents seeking to block his run 
for president 

Antonio Lacayo resigned as minister of the presidency three 
months ago to run for president even though toe recently 
reformed constitution bans relatives of the president from 
seeking the top office. 

"The people have discovered that the [constitutional] 
reforms were made simply . . .to screw Antonio Lacayo,” Mr 
Lacayo told a news conference at the office of his pro- govern- 
ment political party, the NationalProject — Reuter ; Managua 

Tax returns 

A former tax inspector, aged 101, posthumously joined the ranks 
of the world's greatest investors this week when it emerged that 
she had bequeathed S22 million (£13.? million} to a New York 
university. 

Anne Scheiber invested her $5,000 retirement nest egg in shares 
and bonds in 1944, turning it Into a fortune through a series of 
inspired stock market investments. She lived frugally, rarely 
leaving her rent-controlled, one-bedroom flat 

M She denied herself anything that anonnal person would 
enjoy." said her lawyer, Ben Clark. "She never went to restau- 
rants. never went to the theatre, didn't even take public transpor- 
tation." — Ian Katz, Nets York 
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French move frees alliance resources for WEU 

European peace 
role for Nato 


John Palmer bi Brussels 


A n agreement to 
Jet the Western Euro- 
pean Union use Nato 
troops and equip- 
ment in its peace missions 
may rapidly follow France's 
decision to play a greater mil- 
itary role in the Atlantic 
alliance. 

Disagreement between 
France and the United States 
on the terms under which the 
Europeans could use Nato’s 
resources have apparently 
ruled out such a deal in the 
past 

The French foreign minis- 
ter. Herve de Charette. con- 
firmed yesterday that after a 
boycott lasting almost 3D 
years France would rejoin 
Nato’s military committee 
and would attend at least 
some meetings of alliance de- 
fence ministers. 

He told a meeting of Nato 
foreign ministers in Brussels 
that the French decision was 
“an important initiative to fa- 
cilitate the renovation pro- 
cess of the alliance and to de- 
velop the European pillar of 
defence". 

"France announced this 
morning that it was coming 
back into the structures of the 
alliance," he declared. 

Although France will not 
become a full member of 
Nato's integrated military 
command and will not be part 
of its nuclear planning group, 
the announcement was seen 
as a significant development 
in French strategic policy. 

There is a growing convic- 
tion that Paris will eventually 
rejoin Nato's military com- 
mand as the WEU develops its 
own military capacity, includ- 
ing both Nato troops and the 
multinational “Eurocorps" 
set up by France and 
Germany. I 

"The French decision is 
very welcome and very inn 
portant," the Foreign Secre- 
tary, Malcolm Rifkin d, said 
last night 

Mr Rifkind said he now ex- 
pected an agreement setting up 
a system of Nato joint task 
forces and an agre ement for 
their use by the WEU in purely 
European-run missions. 

“An agreement on these 
issues may be a few weeks 
away but it could come even 
sooner." he added. 

“A few technical questions 
remain to be worked out in- 
cluding the involvement of 
US facilities in Nato com- 
mand headquarters which 
might be involved in WEU 
operations." 


Pillars of defence . . . Nato's secretary-general, Javier Solana (left), talks to Warren Christopher and Malcolm Rifkind in Brussels 


PHOTOGRAPH: DUSAN VRAM tC 


Britain attacked for blocking EU reform 


John Palmer in Brussels 


A HIGH-LEVEL report 
preparing the ground 
for next year's Maas- 
tricht treaty review 
conference singled out Brit- 
ain yesterday as the arch- 
opponent of changes that 
would further European 
Union integration in a range 
of areas. 

The report, by a group con- 
sisting mainly of European af- 
fairs ministers, is to be pre- 
sented to the EU summit in 
Madrid nest week and calls 
on the review conference to : 
expand majority voting by the 
EU Council of Ministers! - 
But it highlights Britain’s 
opposition to changing fee 
present system. "Many of us , 
believe greater efficiency , 
would be enhanced by more 1 
qualified majority voting in | 


the Council which . . . should 
become the general procedure 
in fee enlarged community. 
One of us opposes extension 
[of majority voting] on princi- 
ple,’’ it says. 

Britain denied it stood 
alone. David Davis, the For- 
eign Office minister who rep- 
resented Britain in the 
"reflection group’’ which 
drew up the report, said there 
were other EU members who 
shared British reservations. 

“1 think you'll find when 
you look at the development 
of the negotiations next year 
feat other countries are not 
quite so clear cut as they may 
appear to be at the moment” 
be said.' 

At a Brussels news confer- 
ence be conceded, however, 
that on reducing national ve- 
tos, bringing in more major- 
ity voting in the Council of 
Ministers and giving the 


European Parliament new 
powers. Britain was in a 14-to- 
one minority. 

Britain is almost com- 
pletely isolated in objecting to 
proposals to transfer respon- 
sibility for immigration pol- 
icy, asylum, and external 
frontier controls to a majority 
vote system feat would in- 
volve fee Commission, the 
Parliament and the European 
Court of Justice. 

It has a few allies in resist- 
ing extensive majority voting 
in foreign and security policy 
and the integration of defence 
and fee Western European 
Union into fee EU itself. 

Given the gulf separating 
Britain from fee rest of fee 
EU. most other governments 
are counting on a general 
election early In 1997 bring- 
ing a Labour government to 
office which will be readier to 
reform EU institutions. 


Italy, which takes over the 
presidency of the EU in Janu- 
ary. plans to open the inter- 
governmental conference to 
review Maastricht hi Turin 
towards the' end of March. 
Germany's chancellor, Helm- 
lut Kohl, has predicted it will 
not close until the late sum- , 
mer of 1997, well past the last 
date on which a British gen- 
eral election can be held, in 
May 1997. 

Introducing fee report at a 
press conference yesterday, 
the chairman of fee reflection 
group, the Spanish diplomat 
Carlos Westendorp. said he 
hoped that Britain would 
prove more flexible in the 
fbture. 

“The country In question 
has a long tradition of prag- 
matism and I believe when 
the government considers 
what has been done to ensure 
that the European Union can 


operate effectively as more 
members join, it will see the 
importance of greater major- 
ity voting," he said. 

"We were not expected to 
negotiate conclusions — this 
will be a matter for the IGC — 
but to set out a variety of op- 
tions. I believe thte clearly in- 
dicates the way forward," Mr 
Westendorp added. 

Although there are still 
some issues dividing the 
other 14 EU governments, 
then are likely to be whittled 
down even before fee IGC be- 
gins next March. 

The group discussed the 
possibility of a humanitarian 
European "peace corps", fee 
formal adoption of the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights, radical moves to 
greater openness in decision- 
making and whether to in- 
clude a clearer treaty commit- 
ment to full employment 


Karadzic may be forced out of 
office next week, says agency 

I HE Bosnian Serb leader 
I Radovan Karadzic 
(right) may be forced to 
step down as "president" 
either before or alter the 
signing of a peace accord 
next week, an independent 
Belgrade news agency 
reported yesterday. 

Citing sources close to 
Bosnian Serb authorities, 
the Beta agency said Serbia 
had lost patience and 
wanted Mr Karadzic to 
resign before or immedi- 
ately after the signing cere- 
mony for the Dayton peace 
agreement in Paris on De- 
cember 14. 

The Serbian president. 

Slobodan Milosevic, patron 
of the separatist Serbs, 
agreed to the peace deal 
Last month which bars Mr 
Karadzic and the Bosnian 
Serb army chief General 
Ratko Mladic — both in- sore on the “vice-presi- 
dicted as war criminals — dent" of the Bosnian Serb 
from holding public office, republic, Nikola Koljevic, 
Mr Karadzic has reversed demanding that he launch a 
his opposition to the peace campaign against Mr Kar- 
deal in recent public com- adzic. Mr Koljevic, who has 
ments and struck a concil- praised the accord, is con- 
iatory tone. sidered loyal to Mr Milose- 

Accordlng to Beta, Mr Mi- vie and a possible successor 
lose vie has exerted pres- to Mr Karadzic. — Renter. 



As Nato foreign ministers 
gave their formal blessing to 
the biggest military operation 
in its history — the despatch 
of 60,000 troops to police the 
peace agreement in Bosnia — 1 
the US secretary of state, 
Warren Christopher, said the 
French announcement would 
"bring France more directly | 
and folly into important as- j 
pects of fee military side of 
the Alliance”. 

“It is particularly signifi- 
cant that France will now 
again be a full member of the 
military committee,” he told, 
the meeting. 

The foreign ministers 
began their meeting by for- 
mally endorsing the Spanish 
foreign minister, Javier So- 
laria, as the ninth Nato secre- 
tary-general. 

He replaces the former Bel- 
gian foreign minister Willy 
Claes, who resigned two 
months ago because of an al- 
leged bribery scandaL 

Mr Solana, who cam- 
paigned against Spain joining 
Nato In the early 1980s. said 
he was “very honoured" to 
accept fee job. 

"I am becoming secretary- 
genera] when Nato faces one 


of the greatest challenges in 
its history/' he said. 

• Poland is sandin g a battal- 
ion of up to 75 0 troops to join 
fee Nato-led peace implemen- 
tation force in northern Bos- 
nia. in an effort to further its 
case for membership of the 
Nato alliance, David Fairhall 
writes. 

Announcing the decision in 
Warsaw yesterday, the prime 
minister, Jozef Oleksy, said 
the troops would be attached 
to a Nordic brigade, which 
would in turn be controlled 
by the US divisional head- 
quarters in Tuzla. 

He added that fee motive 
for joining the force was “Po- 
land’s readiness and aspira- 
tion to participate in Nato 
structures and actions”. 

And he emphasised that 

Warsaw was prepared to foot 
the bill for the operation, esti- 
mated at 30 million zlotys 
(about £8 million). 

‘Tt cannot fail to impress 
the diplomats inside this 
headquarters" said one 
source, noting with approval 
that Poland would be paying 
its own way. 

“It should go a long way 
to staking Poland’s claim.” 


Church comes unstuck in 
holy war over Polish state 


Ex-communists’ victories force.a rethink, 
writes Matthew Brzezinski in Lichen 

T HE Mary of Our Saviour nal Jozef Glemp. The prior of 
Sanctuary inspires awe the Jasna Gora monastery, 
in aD who see it Its gold- Poland's holiest shrine, 
leaf trim and intricate orna- vowed its gates would be 
mentation exude the power closed “to the people of fee 
and beauty of God. It silently hammer and sickle; propo- 
emoins submission from the nents of a civilisation of 
million pilgrims who go there death, abortion and atheism . 
each year! And it is not even Mr Kwasniewski’s victory 
SnfihS vet over the devout Lech Walesa 

Amid fee soaring Gothic for whom priests campaigned 
„nriri«*Raroaue spires is a from every pulpit, came as a 
SSo thTSlestial blow to tte moral a^bority 
skvhne of feis tiny hamlet in clerics out® *** ** 
rural Poland: construction ultra- Catholic country. 

S2es. Hftre. on fee site During fee struggle against 

where fee Virgm Mary is said — 

‘Gates are dosed 
w ° rld basever to proponents of 

When completed, its nave nhn.i 4 !j-Ln 

will seat 7,000. Its dome and d©£lth, abortion 
tower will dwarf Notre Dame 

in Paris. Its dimensions will and attlSISm . 

he " second only to St Peter s _ . ■■ , 

basilica in the Vatican- communism, the Church 

Critics of the project specu a allying point for 

late about fee opposition. Father Jer zy 

tals could be .bufltjnsjea became a martyr 

Theysayitisanmr^itd^ ShTwas murdered by 
play of clerical wealth m w ^ ^ ^ 138 4 , 

country SC The destruction of the oora- 

transition from munist edifice, however, 3e- 
amefeeval sym^rfan^ 15 ^ Jged the Church that role. But 
tutfon that ha s ref Usect Sought to use Its leverage 
change with month with newly-elected politi- 

Gathotic voters- Sans. Crucifixes replaced 
sent Polands portraits of Mars in gmm- 

same message. Th y jpent offices. A strict wti- 

aS president Al eksanow 

Kwasniewski, a fonn^ 9®™. eHm-ation was scrapped in 
munist whom *e Church ha sdwds ^ replaced by com- 
vindently-attac*^ ragQ(mse pulsory religious 
The hierarchy’s realms* * CafijdUc broadcasters were 

radi0 statioPS receiT6d 


j ‘Gates are closed 
to proponents of 
death, abortion 
and atheism’. 

communism, the Church 
acted as a rallying point for 
fee opposition. Father Jerz y 
popieluszko became a martyr 
when he was murder^ by 
secret police agents ml984. 
The destruction of the com- 
munist edifice, however, de- 
nied the Church that role. But 
it sought to use Its leverage 
with newly-elected politi- 
cians. Crucifixes replaced 
portraits of Marx in govern- 
ment offices. A str let ^ anti- 
abortion law was passed. Sex 
education was scrapped in 
schools and replaced by com- 
rjulsory religious instruction: 
Catholic broadcasters were 


(rranieu intc^*** j - — ^ , 

fore private television and 
radio stations received 


permission to go od air. 

In 1993, fee deputy prime 
minister, Henryk Gorys- 
zewski. told parliament “I 
don’t care If Poland becomes 
a capitalist state. I don’t care 
if there is freedom of speech 
or democracy. It Is not even 
important if Poland is rich or 
poor. All that counts is feat 
Poland is a Catholic state.” 

The return to power of the 
former communists after par- 
liamentary elections in late 
1993 was partly an anti-cleri- 
cal backlash by voters. 

But the Church demanded 
that Catholic values be incor- 
porated into a draft constitu- 
tion. It condemned the drive 
for European Union, member- 
ship. and pressured the left- 
dominated parliament to rat- 
ify a concordat with the 
Vatican, signed by the previ- 
ous government, that granted 
the Church special privileges. 

When the governing coali- j 
tion refused this summer, fee 
Church launched an all-out 
offensive against Mr 
Kwasniewski. 

It showed the Church at its 
lowest When Mr Kwasniews- 
ki’s mother, died, priests on 
the Church-affiliated Radio 
Maria said she had no right to 
burial in a Catholic cemetery 
because 'the Kwasniewski 
family had hidden Jewish ori- 
gins. The assault backfired, 
particularly with young 
voters.'- 

After suffering defeats in 
the last two elections, and see- 
ing churches empty, the hier- 
archy has been forced Into 
soul-searching. Last Friday's 
280th Conference of the Epis- 
copate was punctuated by Pol- 
ish bishops wailing over their 
mistakes. They vowed a 
gentler Church would retreat 
from politics. - 


News in brief 

Russian MP 
escapes blast 

An explosion damaged fee 
parliamentary office of a far- 
right member of the State 
Duma in central Moscow yes- 
terday, setting a room on fire 
but causing no casualties. 

Nikolai Lysenko, head of 
the National Republican 
Party whose emblem strongly 
resembles a Nazi swastika, es- 
caped unhurt from the blast 
which occurred less than two 
weeks before elections to the 
Duma. — Reuter. 

King’s friend held 

A close friend of King Juan 
Carlos, linked last month to 
accusations that , a former fi- 
nancier had attempted to 
hianirmaii fee monarchy, was 
remanded in custody in Bar- 
celona yesterday. An arrest 
warrant was issued against 
Manuel Prado y Colon de Car- 
vajal over a 1.5 billion peseta 
(£8 million) loan. — Reuter. 

Fahd sees visitors 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
aged 73, received ministers 
and members of his family 
yesterday in the Dubai hospi- 
tal where he was admitted 
last week for what US officials 
said was a stroke. — Reuter. 

Human rights tour 

Two United Nations human 
rights experts, Abdelfattah 
Amor of Tunisia, and Abld 
Hussain, of India, have been 
invited to Iran in what will be 
the first such visit by ON for 
vestigators for four years, 
officials said. — Reuter. 

Mafia round-up 

Spanish and Italian police ar- 
rested 100 Mafia suspects yes- 
terday in a joint sting opera- 
tion against organised crime, 
a spokesman said in Madrid. 
Police said they detained one 
of the bosses of the Camorra 
“family”.— Reuter. 


We are changing 

all 

but the essentials. 


is an element of charade about inviting applications 
iob of National Theatre director. We all know that 
•hL decision will be made in the traditional British way: 
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b -Jtword in the ear - Directors off our cultural institutions 
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Making schools count 

Labour’s new approach could raise standards 


LET’S start with what is wrong with 
Labour's education policy on stan- 
dards: the sums. Tony Blair's assertion 
that OFsted (school inspectors) had 
found 30 per cent of schools failing was 
mistaken. Six years ago school inspec- 
tors found 30 per cent of lessons unsat- 
isfactory — a statistic which subse- 
quent reports suggest has not changed. 
But that is different from 30 per cent of 
schools failing. Ofsted claims only two 
per cent fall into this category. Even so, 
the teaching unions should not protest 
too loudly. An inspectors’ report on 
urban schools two years ago — selected 
to represent the education which 20 per 
cent of children receive — found a lack 
of clarity of purpose, inconsistent prac- 
tice, and teachers* expectations still 
falling far below children’s potential. 
Within the profession, large numbers 
acknowledge that teaching standards 
must be raised. Only last week head- 
teachers were complaining about fall- 
ing reading standards of first year 
secondary school pupils. But when out- 
siders make the same criticisms, the 
profession closes ranks. 

The new policy is being billed by the 
tabloids as a bid by Labour to trump the 
Tories on standards. If the two parties 
are to engage in a serious debate on 
raising standards then that is welcome 
news. No one on the left should feel 
ashamed of pushing for higher stan- 
dards. Few reforms could do more to 
help the poor and disadvantaged in our 
society. Messrs Blair and Blunkett are 
right to emphasise this point. More- 
over, the "more you learn, the more 1 
you earn" principle is. as they assert, 
"as true for a nation as it is for an 
individuaT*. 

There are good reasons why teachers ! 
should embrace yesterday’s package. It 1 
is based on the principle that schools 
count Labour is right to emphasise the | 
crucial role that teachers play — and j 
right to embrace a general teaching , 


council which would be independent of 
the Department as well as the unions. It 
would be a first step towards restoring 
teaching to a profession to which even 
the best graduates want to turn. For all 
the challenges that teachers face — 
television, graduate parents, declining 
pay — continental countries demon- 
strate that they can still be esteemed. 
But it will need higher entry qualifica- 
tion levels — and higher pay. 

True to a succession of research find- 
ings, Labour is pinning much of its 
efforts on headteachers. There will be a 
new national qualification for heads 
and more rigorous appraisal of their 
performance. At file final crunch, fail- 
ing schools may be reopened with a 
new head and by implication some new 
teachers. Schools and local education 
authorities will be expected to set 
achievement targets. Salford schools 
will not be expected to compete with 
Manchester Grammar but will be ex- 
pected to improve year on year. There 
will be less mixed ability tea ching , 
more home work, and a dearer percep- 
tion of minimum standards. 

Much of the policy still needs filling 
out. Aspiration awaits application. 
Many caveats will only be resolved by 
Implementation. Sensibly Labour is not 
waiting for office but urging local coun- 
cils to test out its ideas in pilot pro- 
grammes: baseline assessment of five- 
year-olds: home-school contracts; 
clearer strategies for failing schools. 
Other elements are already operating: 
50 per cent of primary schools already 
set 30 minutes of homework a night for 
seven to 11-year-olds. It is time the 
other half did. In a television age it may 
be the only reading children do at 
home. Most important of all is the 
general thrust Schools require support 
and pressure. Labour in the past gave 
the first but not the second; Tories the 
second but not the first Both are 
needed in ample proportions. 


Has Israel learned a lesson? 

A month after Rabin’s death the future is very uncertain 


HAS THE DAWN of peace broken in 
Israel — and will no one be able to 
extinguish it? We all want to believe 
that Shimon Peres, speaking yesterday 
at the end of the month’s mourning 
period for Yitzhak Rabin, asserts a new 
reality. The right-wing has been chas- 
tened and religious leaders are examin- 
ing more carefully the implications of 
their words. There is a youthful mobili- 
sation for peace, not only among the 
1,500 teenagers who joined the Labour’s 
youth movement within days of the 
assassination. Young supporters of 
rightwing and religious movements 
also filed past Mr Rabin’s coffin. Hate- 
filled bumper stickers have been 
removed from thousands of cars. Opin- 
ion polls show Mr Peres to be twice as 
popular as the Likud leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu whom many of his own 
colleagues now regard as a liability. For 
all his protestations of a media witch- 
hunt, Mr Netanyahu cannot deny that 
earlier this year he marched in front of 
a coffin labelled "Rabin is killing Zion- 
ism" and spoke to a rally where signs 
were waved showing Mr Rabin in the 
unif orm of an SS officer. Mr Netanya- 
hu’s flirtation with the far right may 
cost the party dear in next year’s elec- 
tion — unless it can dump him first 
Yet thoughtful Israelis are being 
driven to conclude that though a large 
majority has swung behind the peace 
process and is well aware of the dan- 
gers of loose rhetoric, the assassination 
ma y have widened rather tha n n ar- 
rowed the division with the extreme 


right Shattering the illusion of unity 
does not mean that it can be trans- 
formed readily into reality. The author- 
itative Jerusalem Report notes that 
many rabbis who had challenged the 
legitimacy of the Rabin government are 
not yet ready to "step back from the 
abyss”. The assassination has shar- 
pened the key question confronting Is- 
rael's divided people* which do they 
value more, their democracy or the 
myth of Greater Israel? But the final 
answer has yet to be delivered. Hie 
effect of the assassination may be less of 
a deterrent than was thought The spec- 
tacle of Jew killing Jew was traumatic. 
But once the taboo has been broken, 
other obsessed individuals on the 
fringes of the extreme right may be less 
inhibited from violating it again. 

Security experts now say that very 
few of those who shared Yigal Amir’s 
muddled messianism would be willing 
to kill — but who would have thought 
till a month ago that any such possibil- 
ity existed in Israeli society? A few 
hundreds, even a few tens of such 
people, are far too many for safety. 
Whatever the truth behind Mr Amir’s 
alleged security links, fixe bungling per- 
formance of Shin Bet means that safety 
can no longer be so readily assumed. 
Yesterday Israel’s biggest newspaper 
Yediotb Ahronoth asked whether any- 
thing has really changed as the memory 
fades of the silence and the candles in 
the square. That may be too gloomy a 
judgment, but Mr Peres faces a long and 
possibly dangerous r bad ahead. 


Gross Distorted Product 

Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fastest growing of all? 


WHICH is the fastest growing economy 
in Europe? Ministers, including the 
Chancellor, regularly say that it is 
Britain. Michael Heseltine was more 
circumspect yesterday when he told 
Parliament that Britain was among the 
fastest growing in Europe though he 
added that the UK had been the fastest 
growing in the G7 group of countries 
for several years — a proposition which 
might surprise Canada which grew by 
46 per cent last year and which is 
growing faster than Britain this year. 
As for Europe — according to the latest 
figures compiled by The Economist — 
there are at least eight countries in 
Europe whose Gross Domestic Product 
so far this year is growing faster than 
that of the UJL They are: Sweden (48 
per cent), Spain (3.2 per cent), Italy (2.9 
per cent), Holland (2.3 per cent), Ger- 
many (2.2 per cent), Denmark (2.6 per 
cent), Belgium (2.7 per cent) and Aus- 
tria (2.5 per cent). Ireland, Norway and 


Iceland and Finland (not included in 
the Economist’s figures) are forecast by 
the OECD to grow faster than the UK — 
malting 12 countries ahead of us. 
France is exactly level with Britain (at 
2.1 per cent). From this yon might think 
that Britain was among the slowest 
growing economies in Europe this year: 
we couldn't possibly comment 
But the accolade for the fastest grow- 
ing goes to none of these countries. If 
one excludes Turkey (whose 13.9 per 
cent growth is being compared with a 
sharp contraction last year) then the 
prize goes to Poland. The land of shock 
therapy grew by 5.2 per cent in the year 
to the last quarter of 1994 (the latest 
available) but is forecast to grow even 
more strongly when reliable figures for 
this year are known. Poland, of course, 
started from a very low base and so has 
plenty to recover from. So too has the 
British government's interpretation of 
its own statistics 


Conservative poucys^ 
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Letters to the Editor 


The law, in no 
particular order 

THE Home Secretary ought 
I to resign following the de- 
liberate leakage by Conserve 
tive Central Office at oonfiden 
tial Home Office information, 
to which they should have no 
access (Tories caught in race 
smear, December 5). If he does 
not it will be because neither 
Mr Howard nor the Prime 
Minister can any longer differ- 
entiate between government 
and party. 

Ian J Day. 

10a Kingsley Hoad, 

Harrogate HGi 4HB. 

I NOTE that Sir Thomas Btng- 
Iham. Master of the Rolls, has 
upheld a decision on the right 
of private-car-park owners to 
wheelclamp cars parked with- 
out authorisation. He's quoted 
as saying the ruling was based 
on the principle of “no wrong 
is done to one who consents 
(the contention being that if 
you park in a restricted area 
you are consenting possibly to 
being clamped). Would Sir 
Thomas kindly explain why 
this very sound principle was 
not deemed to apply in the Op- 
eration Spanner case, where 
consenting men and women 
who practised sado-masoch- 
ism were deemd under the law 
to have wronged one another? 
J Aitken. 

Little Heath, Hertfordshire. 

W E would like to point out 
to Natasha Walter (Play- 
ing happy families on the 
streets, November 30) that the 
new asylum legislation will not 
lead to claimants begging cm 
our streets. That would be a 
luxury: refugees and asylum- 
seekers caught begging would 
face immediate deportation — 
which in many cases is. in ef- 
fect, a death sentence. 
SPilling. 

V Brady. 

J MacFadyen. 

32 New Northbridge House, 
Charlotte Street 
HuflHUl 3HE. 

N OW that markets are sup- 
posedly global, can we as- 
sume that British workers 
wDl be allowed to support 
their French counterparts? 
Samantha Whittaker. 

23 Brook Street Twyford, 
Berkshire RG10 9NX. 

D AVID Blunkett insists that 
Labour’s education pro- 
posals amount to a "crusade". 
Is he resigned to their being 
immensely expensive, inordi- 
nately cruel and ultimately 
doomed to failure? Or has be 
not studied history? 

Tony Purcell. 

18 Bouverie Road. 

Chelmsford. Essex CM2 DUE. 


ARK Lawson’s comments 
(Commentary, December 
on the hazards posed by 
e- small-hours visitors to 
spifcal wards reminded me 
a story told to me earlier 
s year by a night nurse at 
i Royal Devon and Exeter 
spitaL An anorexic teen- 
sr being treated for her til- 
ts in a ward near the car- 
c unit often visited file staff 
night, chatting, borrowing 
gamwa, sometimes taking 


t drinks to wakeful patients, 
[fortunately this weti-inten- 
ned practice had to be cur- 
led after several patients 
came distressed, upon open- 
l their eyes, to behold this 
d. emaciated 5V£-stone 
aith drifting between the 
is. Naturally enough, they 
[ieved they had died and 
ne to who knows where? 
e Potter. 

wbridge Hill Cottages, 

wtonStCyres, 
eter. Devon EX5 5AF. 


_ nation salutes Mike 
Ltherton's epic inning;. A 
it was needed to paper 
the cracks of inept imm- 
inent. Ray Illingworth 
ild now let his captain run 
ihow altogether. That way 
light just win a test match, 
nis Rustem. 

»h Street 

ding. Nr Sleaford, 

SNGF340PE. 


University challenge 


H IDDEN away In the 
small print of the Bud- 
get was a massive cut 
of at least £300 million in 
recurrent and capital funding 
to universities, and an ex- 
tended government freeze on 
the number of fully funded 
students. This represents a 7 
per cent cut in the higher-edu- 
cation budget for next year. 

Universities throughout the 
UK were already experienced 
in the extraction of blood 
from stones. They are still 
coping with a 14 per cent cut 
in the three years ending 
1996-97. This further double 
blow will be unsustainable in 
some institutions where, at 
best, whole departments are 
likely to dose and many staff 
will be made redundant 
Clues as to how cuts on this 
scale are to be achieved can 
be found in the latest circular 
from the Universities and Col- 
leges Employers' Association 
(UCEA) to university vice- 
chancellors and principals. 
The UCEA proposes the div- 
ision of academic and other 
professional staff (“academic- 
related" staff): and the reduc- 
tion of national bargaining to 
a single table where only the 
basic percentage Increase on 
pay scales could be negoti- 


ated. This leaves little to ne- 
gotiate and suggests more im- 
posed pay “settlements'' are 
on the way. 

Saudi Golbey. 

Association of University 
Teachers National Executive, 
University of Nottingham, 
University Park. 

Nottingham 

NG72RD. 

■%ROFESSOR Gareth 
^Roberts’ proposal (Let- 
ters, December 2) to shift part 
of the cost of student tuition 
from the taxpayer to the earn- 
ing graduate is unfair, social- 
ly divisive and will not solve 
file problem of funding higher 
education. 

Professor Roberts and the 
Committee of Vice-Chancel- 
lors and Principals have been 
asked by the Government to 
examine the problems of 
funding, but Professor 
Roberts’ suggestion is merely 
in keeping with the Govern- 
ment's policy of transferring 
the cost of the public services 
on to the Immediate users. 

Education draws upon the 
accumulated and freely given 
knowledge and experience of 
the past and is utilised di- 
rectly or indirectly by every- 
one. It has to rely on society 


as a whole for its adequate 
provision Just as society 
relies on it for its own 
reproduction. 

What needs to be impressed 
upon the Government Is that 
education cannot be run like 
a market enterprise. Educa- 
tional need is not satisfied 
through competition and low- 
ering costs of provision. The 
attempt to commercialise the 
service simply drives down 
standards and quality. 

Professor Roberts’ sugges- 
tion confirms his Ideological 
role. However, he and his col- 
leagues have now an opportu- 
nity to break the mould. 

A paper is needed from the 
CVCP arguing that the fund- 
ing requirements for educa- 
tion must be met through 
direct taxation even if this 
means r aising the ceiling. 
This, coupled with a commit- 
ment to act as is currently 
happening in Fiance, would 
win the support of students, 
staff and the population at 
large. 

Pat Brady and 
Geraldine Thorpe. 

Senior Lecturers in Social 
and Economic Studies, 

London Guildhall University. 
Old Castle Street, 

London El 7RA. 




In league against bad sports 


L IKE James Barrington, I 
have known many of the 
hunting fraternity (Haughty 
heretic thrown to dogs, De- 
cember 2). Unlike him. it has 
only served to confirm my be- 
lief that blood sports are 
wrong. Fox-hunting is cruel 
Cruelty is bad. Ergo, no hunt- 
ing with hounds. You can’t be 
against hanging, Mr Barring- 
ton, but in fevour of the elec- 
tric chair and still be anti the 
death penalty. Until the 
League sorts itself out, it 
won’t get another penny from 
me. 

Jacqueline Warner. 

New Road, 

Ham Common. 

Richmond, Surrey TWW 7HZ. 

I T IS stretching credulity to 
believe that anyone on the 
hunting field is unaware of 
the terror of the hunted ani- 


mal and its end. whether it 
comes by a dig-out with terri- 
ers or a “fairly quick” death 
from the hounds. Hunters 
may appear to be perfectly de- 
cent people, but there has to 
be a flaw in the character of 
anyone who willingly takes 
part in a killing game. 
Beatrice Bradley. 

Cuxham Road, 

Watlington, 

Oxford OX9 5JW. 

I T would seem that Jim Bar- 
rington's greatest sin Is to 
describe some people who 
hunt as respectable. He is 
simply pointing out that there 
are decent people on both 
sides and some communica- 
tion might be a good thing. 
Philip Moore. 

The Old Dairy House, 

Trentham Park, 

Stoke on Trent 


On John Smith and the English 


\ A /HAT. apart from un- 
V V shakeable faith in his 
own omni potence, leads Hugo 
Young (Commentary, Decem- 
ber 5) to believe that John 
Smith was "a man who 
scorned, perhaps detested, the 
English’'? In my experience — 
with the benefit of a 20-year 
friendship which Hugo Young 
did not caqoy — John Smith 
rarely felt either emotion. He 
was certainly over-tolerant of 
newspaper pundits who felt 
they had the right casually to 
traduce dead politicians. 

John’s views on devolution 
were based . an his rational 
judgment of whai was best for 


the g ove rnment of the United 
Kingdom — not the need to 
prove that he was an expert on 
every subject under the sun. 

Rt Hbn Roy Hattersley MP. 
House of Commons, 

London SWlAOAA. 

I READ with sadness Hugo 
Young's article. 1 have no 
wish to debate the political 
questions he legitimately 
raised, but I was distressed 
and offended by his suggestion 
about the late John Smith. I 


know of no evidence that 
could possibly Justify such a 
conclusion. John would give 
anyone a hard time if be 
thought it necessary In a good 
cause, but Scots were as much 
at risk as the English or in- 
deed anyone else. I can bear 
witness to that He was a man 
of generous spirit, never vin- 
dictive. and his commitment 
to social justice and good gov- 
ernment encompassed every 
part of the UK. 

Donald Dewar MP. 

House of Commons, 

London SWlAOAA. 

I |UGO Young is Utterly, lUr 
fidicrously wrong in his 
attack on John Smith as racial 
1st progenitor of the Scottish 
refo r m plan. I am a non-politi- 
cal friend Of John’s from 
undergraduate days, and such 
passions were not part cf his 
nature. Detestation of That- 
cherism md its legacy was not 

for him, nor is it for the rest of 

us Scots, a definition (as yet) of 
Anglophobia. ■ ■ 

(Dr) Andrew Noble. 
Univarsity of Strathclyde. 


She has it easy 

M ANY words have been ex- 
pended mi file departure 
of Linda Kelsey from She 
magazine "suffering from 
stress" (She had it all but she 
lost it, December 2). I would 
remind readers that Nancy 
Spain and Joan Wemer-Lau- 
rie, who edited and ran She in 
the 1950s, were hard-working, 
fun-loving, party-giving 
single parents who lived 
together and, by all accounts, 
shared a wonderfully fulfill- 
ing working and femily life. 

Nancy Spain was. In feet, 
the most famous woman jour- 
nalist of her day and wrote 
novels and non-fiction books, 
as well as broadcasting exten- 
sively. Because these women 
had never heard of "juggling" 
they never considered what 
they did was difficult or 
stressful. 

It seems to me that by 
focusing too extensively on 
the difficulties of combining 
work with family life, we in- 
tensity them. If. instead, we 
promoted it all as easy, it 
would then become easy. 

Liz Hodgkin son. 

11 Anley Road. 

London W14 0BY. 


Please include a Tull postal 
address, even on e-malled 
letters, and a daytime 
telephone number. 


A Country Diary 


The Shores, 
disconsolate 


I N RESPONSE to Jeremy 
Hanley's letter (December 1) 
which states that "the com- 
ments attributed to Susan 
Shore’s family contrast oddly 
with the written thanks from 
the Shore family": this is a 
considered attempt by the 
Foreign Office to mislead the 
readers of the Guardian. 

He used a letter we sent 
during the early days of our 
daughter’s terrible ordeal 
wherein we stated that "we 
would be grateful for any- 
thing they could do to help 
us’’. He then used a letter 
from our daughter sent at the 
end of 1994 after she had been 
placed on suicide watch by 
the authorities as a result of 
being told that, instead of giv- 
ing evidence in January, the 
trial was being continued for 
at least a further six months. 

It was due to Susan’s own 
insistence that she be allowed 
to go to trial in her own right 
that caused the change that 
allowed Susan to be released 
from jalL Susan's joy at being 
released from a maximum-se- 
curity jail where she had 
been chained and shackled 
was such that she thanked 
everyone involved in the case 
— irrespective of. whether 
they had actually had any- 
thing to do with her release. 
This included the consular 
office. To hold this letter up 
as "proof’ of the good work of 
the Foreign Office Is pitiable. 

Mr Hanley goes on to state 
that Susan knew that she 
could have had a consular 
visit at any time. We find this 
very strange as. if he would 
care to refer to our innumera- 
ble letters to the Foreign 
Office and, in particular, one 
dated June 20. 1994, we specif- 
ically asked for a visit due to 
Qie fact that Susan was alone 
in the United States and we 
were very concerned about 
her state dT mind. 

Unfortunately, this letter 
stimulated no response — as 
indeed was the case with 
many of our letters — all of 
which are available for Mr 
Hanley's perusal 
Mr Hanley says he does not 
want public confidence to be 
undermined by our com- 
ments, but the facts of this 
case are very disturbing and 
have been voiced by others in 
similar situations. If the min- 


ister truly cares about Brit- 
ons* confidence in the Foreign 
Office, then he should delve 
further into this and s imilar 
cases and gain a true under- 
standing of where and how 
his department fails the very 
people he is supposed to 
represent 
Christopher and 
Carole Shore. 

Jacks Lane, 

Harefield, Middlesex, 


STOUR VALLEY: It was one 
of the last warm days of 
autumn: a grey, scudding, 
March-like morning. We 
tacked back and forth across 
the Stour, the great boundary 
between Essex and the an- 
cient kingdom of East Anglia. 
Ever since a fellow carriage 
passenger unknowingly 
tapped the great painter on 
the knee and said "Look out 
of the window, Sir — this is 
Constable’s country!’’, this 
valley has been seen as file 
motherlode of English land- 
scape painting. But It has also 
been the home of poets, vast 
landowners, scandals, pov- 
erty and ancient burials. My 
old friend Ronald Blythe now 
lives on the Essex side after a 
lifetime in Suffolk and, like 
all great country writers, can 
tell stories of its history as if 
they were gossip fresh-minted 
that day. He shows me where 
Adrian Bell wrote Corduroy, 
and where John Nash and his 
Bloomsbury friends punted 
and picnicked. The Stour it- 
self was navigable (com 
downstream, coal up) until 
the end of the twenties, when 


the barges were ceremonially 
sank at Sudbury. Close by 
the river is CTissington 
Church, whose tiny Norman 
frame contains medieval wall 
paintings (including St Fran- 
cis preaching to the birds) a 
pedal organ and choir gallery 
that could have come straight 
out of Hardy, and a glass 
porch like a Victorian garden 
room. In the graveyard, row 
of rough wooden crosses — 
all from the mid-sixties — 
mark the resting places of the 
last patients and staff of the 
local TB hospital, brought 
here no doubt for the bracing 
air. Beyond there are wind- 
thrown willows, decaying 
barge-mooring posts, corn- 
mills — fr aming but also dis- 
tancing Constable’s arching 
skies. This is not a landscape 
set in oils. The vast and 
draughty fields, mostly 
ploughed out of sheep-walks 
and commons during the en- 
closures of Constable’s own 
life-time, are acquiring new 
hedges and woodlets, and a 
welcome new sense of 
intimacy. 

RICHARD MABEY 
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No jab to halt the 
takeover virus 


fluids, our closest rival, own 
26 per cent of US industry. 
Typically, a British company 


is not owned by a group of markets. 


on worse terms and all the 
other practices that charac- 
terise '‘flexible" labour 


PWith some- 


[Commenta^ 


Will 

Hutton 


Forte defending itself against 
the attentions of Granada's 
£3.2 billion bid fnnnn^ 
last week, certainly liven up 


deed, the one Iron law of take- 


friendly industrialists, banks 
or family members as in 
other countries — but by 30 or 
40 big insurance companies 
or pension funds. By interna- 
tional standards this is very 
peculiar. 

No one institutional share- 
holder can influence the com- 
pany and how it is run — the 
legal structures in which 
such influence is exercisable 
are sparse, to say the least — 


COMMENT AND ANALYSIS 9 


Blind eyes to 
the pirates 
of Beijing 


over, revealed In academic Iso the only way to mate 


The great takeovers this 
year already prove the point. 
Drugs giant Glaxo's £3 billion 
purchase of Wellcome has 
seen R & D spending reduced; 
the electricity-equipment 
manufacturers complain that 
the electricity industry has 
savaged its investment plans 
in the wake of the takeover 
boom; and nearly all the utili- 
ties involved in takeovers 
have promised further '‘effi- 
ciency” savings by lowering 


survey after survey, Is that It I money is by buying and sell- labour costs. Plus fa change. 


is not good for business in the 


the business pages — but nei- sense of innovation, output 
tner the prevalence of take- and growth. Measured by the 
over nor the individual conse- narrow criteria of stock-mar 


quences for the companies ket performance, the shares 
concerned are reckoned to of the merged businesses sub- 


rank alongside, say. an ex- sequently tend to do less well 
change at Question Time over than the stock-market aver- 


A 


DICKENS to chroni- 
cle our times would 
have a field day. The 
Webbs would be 


tax cuts or a hospital closure 
as an economic and social 
event. It is a tragic myopia. 


For hostile takeover, and personifies the business cul- 
the knowledge that it can fall ture in which extracting 


big. More especially money is If the criticisms were genu- 
sense of innovation, output made by saying yes to juicy inety this compelling, com- 
and growth. Measured by the takeover offers, usually plain free-market theorists and 
narrow criteria of stock-mar- pitched well above the normal investment bankers, the mar- 
ket performance, the shares share price. As a result Brit- ket would respond by stopping 
of the merged businesses sub- ish companies try to buy in- such a feckless practice. But 
sequently tend to do less well v ester loyalty by paying out that assumes that the parti ci- 
than the stock-market aver- high dividends — proportion- pants ahwiM rationally forgo 

ately two-thirds more than the massive personal rewards 
the Americans — and by at- today for more widely diffused 
tempting to match the profit- rewards tomorrow. Promoting 


age — and that reflects in 
turn what is happening to the 
underlying assets. Takeover 


ket would respond by stopping 
such a feckless practice. But 
that assumes that the partici- 
pants should rationally forgo 
(he massive personal rewards 



• ml 

i 


Isabel Hilton 


struck in February in which 
China agreed 1 to crack down 
on piracy: The deal was 

greeted by US trade officials 

with cautious relief; relief be- 
cause, having gone to the 
brink, the crisis, was averted. 
Caution because, as one offi- 
cial put it at the time, the key 
was in implementation. Ten 
months on, implementation 
begins to look like a bad joke. 


today for more widely diffused [ 1 Mr Jian was at the cautious 


rewards tomorrow. Promoting 


end of the street traders in 


anywhere at any time, is per- 


roused to fresh heights of in- haps the most salient com- 
djgnation. Aneurro Bevan mercial facet of business life 


could scarcely have wished in these islands — the crucial 
material. Yet in the determinant of business strat- 


^toW h y M Mlcgae |^- 

pluck °ut a name en- 
tirely at random, 

f£5 ^° Ul< ?, be most morti- 

fled to wake up besides 

after a long night with the 
Famous Grouse. The witti- 
nominator wins a mag- 
num of champagne. and 
wiU be mvitedto join An- 
tonia In presenting a 
specially commissioned 
statuette to the victor. 


1390s too much of the daily 
catalogue of waste and irra- 


egy and patterns of employ- 
ment alike. Moreover, take- 


tionality goes by unnoticed — over, on this year's 
in part because it is not extraordinary scale, is unique 


understood. 

For example, few will either 


to Britain. In the US it is 
nothing like so everpresent 


know or care that in 199S nor success so assured. Brit- 
takeovers are reac h i ng a new a in leads in this strange Dar- 


all-time high of £69 billion. In winlan form of corporate 


wealth is more important 
than creating it. 

The self-serving justifica- 
tion for all this wheeler-deal- 
ing is that It keeps sleepy 
managers on their toes, im- 
plicitly accepting that the ap- 
parent spur to business effi- 
ciency is fear and loss of 
independence — and that the 
yardstick of efficiency Is 
whatever profits and divi- 
dends are needed to keep 
shareholders happy in the 


ability of the very best com- takeovers is surely rational 
given the vast pay-o Bs in the 


Promoting 
takeovers is surety 
rational given the 
vast pay-offs in the 
here-and-now 


here-and-now. 

To restrain takeovers 


it said, “Mr Jian." There was the latest software. < It s too 

means huge changes in the no address or telephone num- risky on the street** His fel- 
obligations of shareholders — her. but a paging-service num- low traders seem untroubled 
notably pension-fund trustees ber promised swift attention by the risk. At the slightest 
— the organisation of compa- from my “friend". sign of interest a stack of CD- 

nies, the functioning of the Mr Jian is one of a crowd of Roms appear from plastic 
stock market and the regula- young men (and women) who shopping bags: Windows 95, 
tion of competition law. Some can be found, any day of the En carta 96, the current Gro- 
City operators are bringing week, hanging about at one lier. any number of games, 
forward deals in the expecta- end of a crowded market The only concession to sedi- 
tion that a Labour govern- street in East Beijing known rity is to step behind a slhn 
ment will significantly to foreigners as Silk Alley. On tree-trunk. Prices depend on 


pany in the sector and so 
avoiding being a victim. 


significantly 


^L!!? r 5?*^ appr ^ chl1 ^ , 10 selection — a feet recognised short run. But fear is not a Fear has driven the rates of older hands see little but cos- 


change matters — but the any given day, it's thronged 


rity is to step behind a slhn 
tree-trunk. Prices depend on 
how hard you are prepared to 


per cent cf the value of the by American investment 
shares quoted on the Stock bankers, for whom London 


creative force in business any return that British companies 


Exchange will have been has berome a goldmine. 


more than it is anywhere else; seek to make on new invest- 


., , - -- — , — , and forcing companies to ments up to nearly the high- 

swallowed up by predators This year’s bids and deals measure their performance est in the world, along with 

tnk wnr anrf avon «ha An I nrill u l _l I ■ , . 7. .... ° 


me tic reform. bargains: silk underwear. 

After alt it has not escaped cashmere sweaters, down 


with foreigners in search of baggie: they start at £10 and 
bargains: silk underwear, go down to £4. Even at the 


City notire that the handful of jackets — all products of Chi- 
front-bench politicians — na’s manufacturing boom. But 


W IMBLEDON FC is 
reportedly consid- 
ering leaving south 
umdon and relocating in 
Dublin. There are doubtless 
many obvious advantages 
to the scheme, but only one 
comes instantly to mimt- it 
ifi one of Vinny Jones's 
favourite cities. Indeed, the 
last time Vincent visited, he 
celebrated by biting the 
nose of a Daily Mirror 
reporter in a hotel bar. for 
no obvious reason. While 
the idea will not appeal to 
Wimbledon's II fans, the 
lobby striving to strengthen 
Ireland's anti-rabies legis- 
lation is said to be ecstatic. 
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mis yMf _ and even the few will have generated close to over a succession of six- and trying to get their money Stephen Dorrell for the Con- Mr Jian sells none of these. 


who have escaped still bear £1 billion in fees for the in- 
the scars. Hundreds of thou- vestment banks and their 
sands of workers in a myriad elite staffs, estimates the 


12 -month time horizons in back over ever shorter peri- 
which the great Institutional ods. Investment in plant and 


of businesses have been sub- specialist magazine Acquisi- 
Ject to the uncertainty, dislo- tions Monthly. The bankers 


s h areholders make their judg- machinery inevitably falls 
ments cramps investment and back — as does spending on 


servatives, Robin Cook for 
Labour, for instance — who 


He’s in an altogether more 


lower end, the traders seem 
happy with their profit. 
“Come back tomorrow." they 
say. “We've got some new 
ones coming.” “Do you get 


that takeover brings. 


, , . long-term thinking. science and technology. 

JJhon and asset-sweating j get rich and the egos of the It is the role of these institu- Worse, companies trying to 


have shown any interest up to that costs western companies 
now in substantial change millions of pounds a year and 


lucrative business: it’s a trade any trouble from, the police?” 
that costs western companies I asked. They laughed. “They 


chief executives running the I tional shareholders — pen- match the investment returns 


quickly find themselves pro- 
moted away from their eco- 
nomic brief. More political 


millions of pounds a year and come round sometimes." said 
one that still threatens to one of the traders. “Some- 


hring the burgeoning commer- 
cial relationship between 


times they arrest somebody. 
They get a tine or perhaps a 


, ra ™ " not fl eemea predator companies get ever sion funds and insurance of the meanest and leanest bravery will require more China and her western part- 1 week in jaiL” “Then what?" 


malnstream news, nor has it larger — but strangely, the j companies — that sets Britain find themselves displacing 
forced itself into the wider po- performance eff the merged apart from other capitalist risk on to their unprotected 
btical and intellectual cul- companies never meets t he 


ture. The daQy twists and 
turns, of say Trust House 


extravagant promises made 
in the thick of the battle. In- 


countries. Pension funds 
alone own 44 per cent of Brit- 
ish industry; US pension 


and weak workforces — bid- 
ding down their wages, sack- 
ing them and rehiring them 


public concern — and that in 
turn needs the skills of a 
Dickens or a Bevan to arouse 
it Lacking that, all we can ex- 
pect is what we have. 


ners to a shuddering crisis: 
the wholesale piracy of com- 
puter software that goes under 
the general heading of abuse 
of intellectual-property rights. 

Pity the poor trade officials: 


“Then they come back and 
carry on.” 

The traders are the petty 
end of the operation, unim- 
portant in themselves except 
as an index of a steady sup- 


the China trade is irresistible ply. And as their promise of 


because of the size of the more in the pipeline con- 


market and because, as they firms, all of the 29 illicit fec- 
plausibly argue, if China is tones that have been identi- 


transforming herself into an fied by US trade officials, and 
economic powerhouse, better which China had promised in 


N OT since the noble 
Lord Archer’s slice of 
luck with the Anglia 
shares has there been a co- 
incidence as uncanny as the 
one surrounding Caught In 
The ActI, the video of secu- 
rity-camera footage. The 
best-known sequence in- 
volved a couple having sex 
in a lift— and yet even they 
will have to laugh at this: 
the lift, it transpires, is in;'-, 
the same London block as - 
the offices of NTV, the vid- 
eo’s distributors. Producer 
Barry Go aiding, a special- 
ist In family entertainment 
(be also made a tape of 
human executions), is too 
busy to comment, but a 
spokesman says: “We can 
neither confirm nor deny 
the location of the lift. But it 
doesn’t matter. ” In one 
sense he is right, since the 
video was withdrawn last 
week. Well, with those poor 
lambs unknowingly filmed 
for public tl filiation, it was 
the only decent fifing to do. 


to have her on your side than February to close, are still In 
waging war. economic or operation. According to the 
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otherwise. But the relation- 
ship is fraught with difficul- 
ties. Human rights — or, 
more precisely, to what ex- 
tent trade sanctions should be 


Business Software Alliance, 
more than 100.000 illicit CD- 
Roms had been seized in 
Hong Kong by September this 
year, against only 5,000 last 


used to try to restrain China’s year. The cost to US manufec- 
human-rights abuses — is one turers of the piracy is conser- 



problem that never quite goes 
away. The running consensus 
on that one, if the attitude of 
such trade czars as the Euro- 
pean Union's Leon Brittan is 
any index, is firmly against 
pressure. . . , - , 

Butithe problem of toteOec- 


vatively estimated at $1 
billion a year. 

• When the US protests, 
China responds that the trade 
is difficult to control. But last 
week, Chinese authorities 
raided a- shop 'in the north- 
western city of Xian and 


tual-property rights, unlike seized more than 2.000 pirated 
that of human rights, is both CDs. They were illicit copies 


moral and an economic of Bertolucci’s Little Buddha. 


issue. Here the spectacle of a Was this a belated sign of 


game played entirely by Beij- compliance with her own 
lug’s rules has a cost that can trade obligations?. Not exact- 


be counted, even by those 
who cannot compute the 
value of human rights. 


ly. It was a bizarre offshoot erf 
the latest chapter in China's 
'‘liberation” of Tibet the an- 


Software piracy was one of I forced rejection of the exiled 


the main obstacles in the ■pro- 
tracted negotiations over the 
World Trade Organisation 
and still threatens to impede 
China’s full accession. Negoti- 
ations became so fraught that 


Dalai Lama’s candidate for 
the reincarnation of the Pan- 
chen Lama. The film is 
banned in China because, the 
Chinese government says, it 
promotes the idea of Tibetan 


T HE author Douglas 

Adams is the subject of 
a celebrity question- 
naire in Dive International, 
a new magazine for explor- 
ers beneath the oceans. 
Asked if he has any tips to 
pass on to other divers. Mr 
Adams says: “Yes. Don’t 
dive with Mariella Fros- 
Uup." A friend of Miss 
Frostrup, who writes about 
the subject in the Sunday 
Times, has written to com- 
plain about the remark. But 
whatever can it mean? 


Crisis at the core 


it looked, at the beginning of independence. Is it not curi- 
the year, as though a SI ous that a regime that demon- 


billion trade war was immi- 
nent between China and the 
United States. That was 


strates such efficiency in 
snuffing out political dissent 
is unable to deal with corn- 


averted only when a deal was I mercial piracy? 


I N today’s look at MI5 s 
glossy brochure for stu 
dents thinking of 


It will be all smiles at tomorrow’s 
Franco-German summit; but in 
private, Bonn is fuming at Paris. 
A split now threatens the whole 
EU project, writes Ian Traynor 


ever closer integration. They | the two sides also differ. 


are outraged by Chirac’s decl- Their finance ministers spent 
sion to cancel talks with, for 20 boors last week trying to 


example, EU partners Bel- nail down exactly when the 


gium and Italy because they EMU entry tickets are to be 


careers in counter -intelli- 
gence. we turn to the sec- 
tion called interpersonal 
Skills. “You must have the 
ability to get on with people 




FAR CRY from I anodyne platitudes likely to 


dared to vote to censure the 
tests at the UN. 

Bosnia is another 9ore 
point because of France’s in- 
creasingly vocal and solo dis- 
paragement of the US-bro- 
kered peace deal, an 


the unruly str e et s I be issued for public consump- 1 agreement endorsed more 


doled out They felled. The 
French, for domestic electoral 
reasons, want the tickets 
sooner rather than later, by 
the end of 1997. The Germans, 
for reasons of economic rig- 
our. want them a little later. 

On other issues of EU sub- 


of Paris. France’s 
President Jacques 


tion tomorrow, these tensions } wholeheartedly by the Ger- stance, both countries beg to 


from a wide range of back- 
grounds," it says, “and to 
take in their points of 


JI^^BkChirac and Ger- away under the surface. Gone 
many’s Chancellor Helmut is the Knhl-Mit terra nd-Petors 


and diffe rences are bubbling 1 mans than by any other big differ. Kohl wants a “Euro- 


European power. 


pean FBT*, federal EU police. 


Kohl will hold a summit troika that steered the Maas- 
tomorrow in the genteel sur- triebt project. Chirac has 


But most important for the a stronger European parlia- 
Gennans is what they per- ment, and supra-national 


ceive as Chirac’s cooling I common foreign and defence 


countries would “surprise 
everyone” in Baden-Baden by 
their co-operation. He also 
snifTTly told them that France 
had helped to pay for German 
unification through higher 
interest rates. 

He may now be looking for 
a pay-off for that as the mar- 
kets sniff around, scenting 
blood, ready to pounce on the 
franc at the first sign of con- 
cessions to the strikers from 
the government. That could 
determine whether tile rii- 
mate sours further between 
the two countries, for Ger- 
many would be under pres- 
sure to help Juppd maintain 


view.” This passage, ex- 
perts believe, is riearly 
taken from Ian Fleming. 

•'And so we meet again, Mr 

Bond.” “Tell me, Gold- 

finger,'' said 007 suavely » 

“or may I call you 

Anricv , . tell me about 

yourbaekground- Did yotur 
^ntelo5eyou7"‘-Your 
flippancy becomes 
inely tiresome, MrBond. 
Jffik. Auric, I j^ want to 


roundings of the southern spa 
town of Baden-Baden. 


come in. the Germans are 
complaining, unpredictable. 


towards Kohl’s unionist policies. Chirac is more seep- hte franc fort policy towards 


The stakes are high. Seldom maverick, and unreliable. 


has the Franco- Germ an Take Chirac's nuclear-test- 


Europe. In Baden-Baden, the 
two leaders are to issue a 
concerted call aimed at driv- 


relationsbip, the backbone of ing policy. France is so tog next year's rentoence of five" can no longer be the 

relations * „ . L. ‘ irnhVB nat nrraa4 pnw fl m m on te nn thu ftitnpp rtf drlvin# 1 force It was before 


Jh^Europem Union, been in essential to Kohl’s pet project governments on the future of driving force it was before 
onrtb trouble For Bonn is that he eannot be seen to be Europe; but the Germans Maastricht because Pans has 
suen u. Mi. oHK/-ieincr tHo French ont nomnlam that the French are withdrawn much of its sun- 


tical on all of these. the almighty mark. 

Senior German officials say The . influential German 
the Franco-German “locomo- business newspaper, Han- 
tive" can no longer be the delsblatt yesterday urged the 
driving force it was before Bundesbank to lend Juppe a 
Maastricht because Paris has hand by cutting interest 
withdrawn much of its sup- rates. It warned that the wave 


nnii tical union, is Deing ranss nuciear reso nave up- 
turned Into a pipedream by vided the EU at a critical time 
the anti-austerity rebellion when Germany is pushing for 


port Herve de Charette, the of unrest not only put the 
French foreign minister, con- EMU timetable to doubt, but 
tradicts this: he told the Ger- jeopardised the entire single- 


asm for Maastricht is waning, tradicts this: he told the Ger- jeopardised the e 
Except on EMU — and here mans this week that both currency project 


^rst^dwher.you'r. 


3E«»as£r 


, Oddjob. It’s 


gripping France. 

Should the embattled gov- 
ernment of Alain Jupp^fry to 
save Its neck by yielitog to 
the strikers. Kohl knows 
there wiU be no single Euro- 
pean currency —a* least not 
onschedule by 1399. It is ge^ 
erally agreed in Bonn that 
economic and monetary 


What the German papers say 


F THE German political j The Influential business 


fljta is in the grip of mild daily, Handelsblatt, in an 


hi Europe is meaning- opinion-formers are ro- 
lS^trit^utFrance. But busily predicting Bnrope’s 

ShS France can make the de^^asqimbWing 


gov’ccnrr 




I panic, its pundits and editorial yesterday de- 

opinion-formers are to- manding that the German 

bustly predicting Europe’s central bank step in to 
ja»nm> Wwfw a «q w»iiM*ng shore up the French gov- 

mess of nation-states- eminent by cutting inter- 

“FearoftheElTs disrate- est rates, warned of an- 
gratlon is growing a year other kind of domino 

before the Maastricht fol- effect, 
low-up conference,” ran “The French mirest gives 

the headline In the glossy a taste of the difficulties 
weekly news magazine, confronting other EU 

Focus. Klaus Haensch, countries seeking their 

German president of the EMU membership cards by 

European Parliament, told spending cuts.” 
with affi- the magazine ©f the the dire “An air of fetalism, cn- 

?nlw grim consequences of an EMU sis, and entrapment hovers 
SSS: over the EU.’’ Focus said. 

2!£X r Si?frSo^fmd the “If the union is not up to The main German news 

in the key three challenges, it will de- weekly. Der Spiegel, devot- 


SHKSKKK& 


IB sanguine that Focus. Klaus Haensch, 
ernmeni is nn«titent nft> 




temper in toe 

® „ The frictions and the 

^ifnm^rtainties in the key three cballcngre, it wffl de- 
S^JSationshiP. between' stroy ttsdfllftheMaas- 
wSii'fn Dower for f3 years, tricht-H conference fails, 
office for six there will bea dominoef- 
further than feet the EMU project will 
govern- collapse mid EUexpanrion 
will go with it.” 


. over the EU.” Focus said. 

The main German news 
weekly, Der Spiegel, devot- 
ing seven pages to the 
French crisis and its im- 
pact in Germany and be- 
yond, also warned that 
France is just the start of 
something bigger. 


“Kohl fears being left all 
alone at the end with his 
dream of monetary union. 

“The rocks are being 
hurled in Paris, and in 
Bonn a grim vision is cir- 
culating: France is just the 
beginning. While the 
j French economy sinks into 
! chaos with street battles 
raging on city streets, 
waves of strikes and unrest 
also erupt in Italy and Bel- 
! ginm, in protest at the 
rigid austerity packages of 
governments who want to 
qualify for the Euro-cur- 
rency. Countries and in- 
dustries are crippled by 
railway blockades and the 
closure of power stations 
and postal services. In 
their desperation and act- 
ing in concert government 
chlefe announce expensive 
social programmes and an 
end to austerity. The rigor- 


ous budget requirements 
for emu can no longer be 
met The single European 
currency project is 
wrecked.” 

The German nightmare 
was outlined a few weeks 
ago by the former chancel- 
lor, Helmut Schmidt who 
accused the powerful cen- 
tral bank, the Bundesbank, 
of being too dogmatic in its 
fixation with minimal in- 
flation and fiscal probity. 

Der Spiegel picks up bis 
theme. “The rejection of 
Euro-money could trigger 
a flight into the strong D- 

mark. Finally the Germans 
would then control the en- 
tire EU economy through 

the Bundesbank in . 
Frankfurt. 

"Driven by fear and 
envy, Germany’s neigh- 
bours could then try to 
forge an alliance against 
Germany’s overweening - , 
political and economic 
power. The single market 
would be finished and the 
Bonn-Paris axis smashed.” 
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The Guardian Wednesday December 6 1995 . 


June Fisher 


A lesson 

for the 
union 


J UNE Fisher, who 
was one of the best- 
known and probably 
one of the best loved 
figures in recent 
teacher union history, has 
died at the age of 66. She was 
head of Catford Girls' School 
in south London for more 
than 20 years until her early 
retirement in 1992. and served 
as an engaging and popular 
president of the National 
Union of Teachers in 1989-90. 

Her ebullient personality 
and recognisably school- 
mistressy manner was a sig- 
nificant help to the union in 
regaining its image and some 
self-respect as a teaching 
organisation following sev- 
eral years in which that as- 
pect of its character had been 
largely submerged in indus- 
trial disputes and confronta- 
tions with the Government It 
was difficult for even the 
most cynical national news- 
paper to portray such a self- 
evidently teacherly, indeed 
motherly, figure as a militant 
hell-bent on revolution. 

June Fisher triumphantly 
presided over what is invari- 
ably a fractious conference 
with notable aplomb and an 
eye which brooked no non- 
sense from the floor, while 
her passionate presidential 
speech won over delegates 
with its clear concern both 
for professional issues and for 
international peace. 

She was born in Chatham, 
Kent, and educated at the 
local convent school — evacu- 
ated for the war to south 
Wales — before going up to 


Bristol University to study 
history and take a postgradu- 
ate teaching course. 

After starting teaching in 
1952, her career was entirely 
spent in inner London: first at 
Peckham School, where she 
spent 16 years, becoming 
head of the history depart- 
ment, then at Acland Burgh- 
ley, where she was deputy 
head for three years before 
moving to Catford Comity 
School, a large girls' compre- 
hensive, in 1971. 

Perhaps surprisingly for 
those who knew her subse- 
quently as a committed and 
mainstream Labour sup- 
porter, at university she had 
been chairwoman of the Con- 
servative Club. However that 
was before she met Sam 
Fisher, a pillar of the union 
and leading light of the Com- 
munist Party, who was to be- 
come her husband. Sam, 
whos e own ambitions in the 
NUT were thwarted because 
of his political allegiance, 
later gave loyal support to his 
wife as she became in turn a 
senior figure in the union, 
first as president of the Inner 
London Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, then as a national execu- 
tive member from 1984 and 
president five years later. 

When, in the late eighties, 
the NUTs hard-left element 
began to outflank those like 
Fisher who had before been 
regarded as dangerous radi- 
cals, June was a leading mem- 
ber of the broad left coalition 
of Labour-supporting moder- 
ates attempting to wrest con- 
trol of the union back from 



June Fisher . . . helping the NUT to regain its image and self-respect 


the militants. Her lack of mal- 
ice meant that it was difficult 
even for opponents to dislike 
her. 

It was said that she derived 
great pleasure In broadcast- 
ing news of the latest union 
meetings across the loud- 
speaker system rigged t- 
when vandalism permitted — 
throughout Catford SchooL 

But June Fisher was an 
educator before being a union 
activist and is remembered 
with devotion by former pu- 
pils as an inspirational 


teacher and charismatic per- 
sonality. She took special 
pride in the performance of 
the Catford School choir at 
the church service on the 
Sunday of her union 
conference. 

Even then, however, she 
was fighting cancer. She 
moved into St Christopher's 
Hospice near her south Lon- 
don home last month, where 
she died. She is survived by 
two sons: Sam Fisher died 
three years ago . 

1 visited her in the hospice 


three weeks ago, to find her 
still beadily interested in the 
union and concerned that 
control of it should be won for 
the moderate mass of class- 
room teachers: “The union 
has got to ensure that the 
middle-ground people see a 
place for themselves in the 
future of the union.” 

Doug McAvoy, the NUTs 
general secretary, said: “June 
Fisher was a commanding 
presence in education. Her 
enthusiasm, charm and 
larger-than-life personality 


Stephen Bates 


Appreciation: Jimmy Jewel 


PHOTOGRAPH: FRANK MARTIN 

endeared her to friend and op- 
ponent alike, 

“She was deeply committed 
to the union; to the education 
service and the children she 
taught To June each child 
had talents and abilities to be 
developed and every child 
could succeed.” 


I FIRST, saw Jimmy. Jewel 
(obituary, December 4) on 
stage at the Alexandra Gar- 
dens in Weymouth in the 
early fifties. He was — in life 
and in Ms variety act — a. 
true clown; a comic alchemist 
and a serious melancholic. 

He was a lonely man and. 
for a few years when his wife 
was dying and his children 
had left home, I suppose you 
could say he adopted me. I 
had persuaded Jimmy, on the 
basis of seeing him in a 
straight role in a TV play, 
that he should play the part of 
the old comedian in Trevor 
Griffiths’s play Comedians. 
Stephen Dixon suggests in his 
obituary that at the dress 
rehearsal he was “threaten- 
ing to walk out as the penny 
tinally dropped about the na- 
ture of the pfey." This is not 
true: he was perfectly aware 
of the nature of the play —as 
the author and myself knew 
only too well, given that 
Jimmy withdrew from the 
production two days before 
we started rehearsals. .It is a 
tribute to his professionalism, 
but more to bis courage and 
tenacity, that he ceded to our 
persuaston and arrived at 
rehearsals on the Monday 
morning, embarking at the 
age ctf 62 on a new profession 
as a theatre actor. 

His subsequent superb per- 
formances a s Willy Loman in 
Death Of A Salesman for me 
at the Nottingham Playhouse, 
in the West End in .The Sun- 
shine Boys, and at the 
National Theatre in You 
Can’t Take It. With You. 


Another Day 


dmohstrated that his deci- 
sion was not a capricious one. 

1 spent many hours oyer 
many years 1 to Jim- 

my’s tales, as he tugged at yet 
another cigarette before he 
ground it under his heeL He 
had almost perfect recall, and 
I ran «hti hear his dry: unin- 
flected voice describing Dub- 
lin during the Civil War (ap- 
prenticed to his father at the 
age of 10), clog fights in bar- 
rels in Barnsley, a : party 
where A1 Jolson sang till five 
in the morning, coins thrown 
on stage at the Glasgow Em- 
pire, chorus girls in Black- 
pool., boxing in' Accrington, 
theatres, managers, the 
money, and a long litany of 
the outlandish villainies of 
his TV partner Hylda Baker. 

' .T immy could be maudlin, 
sentimental, irascible and in- 
tolerant, but he could also be 
droll, generous, loyal and, in 
his diffident way, loving. In 
spite pf a life which might 
have convinced him of the op- 
posite, he always expected the 
best of people, and was al- 
ways shocked by the worst 
He worshipped Sid field, and 
must have told me 30 times 
what Val Parnell bad said 
when he was told of Field's 
death at the Palladium- “Uh 
huh," said Parnell. “Uh huh. 
What’s the understudy like?" 
Jimmy feared the same treat- 
ment I hope that there is no 
one so callous, so ignorant, or 
so cold-hearted, as to remem- 
ber him with such little affec- 
tion and respect 


Richard Eyre 


June Rosemary Fisher, teacher 
and trade unionist, bom Septem- 
ber 18, 1929; died November 30, 
1995 


December 6. 1942: Helen enter- 
tained to luncheon ten shoot- 
ing guests, including Prince 
Badziwill who sat next to me. 
She think s he is divine, but in 
reality he is a very ordinary 
man with a moustache. Eddy 
[Edward SackviDe-West] and I 
alunk off to walk in the woods 
and talk. . . Talking of age 
Eddy said that old women 
were pleasanter than old men 
because they resigned them- 
selves more readily to their 
condition, content to enjoy vi- 
cariously the happiness and 


success of their - children; 
whereas old men tended to 
remain competitive long after 
they could be of any use to the 
community. They would not 
resign themselves to the shelf 
but must always be interfer- 
ing in concerns for which 
they were no longer qualified. 
Lyttan Strachey was the first 
to point this out to Eddy. X 
think it is true. Men are natu- 
rally jealous of other men, 
particularly old men of young 
men. James Lees-MUne, Ances- 
tral Voices. Faber. 1975. 


Bryan Johnson 


Hits with a 
collar and tie 

B ryan johnson, who 
has died aged 69, was a 
veteran of the days when en- 
trants in the Eurovision Song 
Contest wore collars and ties. 
Tie man who came second in 
the 1960 contest with Looking 
High, High, High went on the 
boards in the late 1980s with 
his one-man show playing the 
part of Oscar Wilde, and had 
earlier played the Fool to Sir 
Donald Wolfit’s King Lear. 

Perhaps his greatest 
achievement was to survive 
in popular music despite, 
rather than because of, the 
fame of close relatives. While 
Looking High was a million- 
selling chart topper, his 
brother Teddy and wife Pearl 
Carr were just about the most 
popular British singers on 
radio. 

Bryan Johnson had always 
been noted for his voice — 
"That's my trouble," he said 
once, “no one ever remem- 
bers my face" — since the 
days when he sang in the 
Westminster Abbey choir and 
later won a scholarship to the 
London Academy of Dramatic 
Art. 

His success came in making 
the decision to leave pop and 
concentrate on theatre. The 
parts he would recall most 
proudly were Rochester In a 
touring version of Jane Eyre 
and the vicar in Murder At 
The Vicarage. Being with 
Wolfit had plainly rubbed off 
on him. for Johnson bad his 
own production of A Christ- 
mas Carol and allowed him- 
self the privilege of playing 
Scrooge. It was a just reward 
for surviving the inevitable 
upstaging he experienced 
working for Wolfit 


Michael Freedland 


Bryan Johnson, singer and ac- 
tor, bom July 18. 1928: died Oc- 
tober IB. 1995 



Jack Rose 


Spice is the life of variety 


J ACK Rose, who has 
died aged 83. wrote the 
majority of his Holly- 
wood screenplays with 
Melville Shavelson. Both men 
came into films through hav- 
ing provided material for Bob 
Hope’s radio shows, and it 
was with Hope's films that 
they became most associated. 

Bom in Warsaw, Rose 
moved to Brooklyn with his 
Jewish family as a child. 
After studying at Ohio Uni- 
versity he worked as a press 
agent in New York and wrote 
gags for Milton Berle’s radio 
show, before moving to Holly- 
wood to contribute to Bob 
Hope's stock of wisecracks. 

By the time he wrote his 
first screenplay. Road To Rio 
(1947.1, Rose was adept at 
shaping lines for Hope's 
cocky but cowardly character 
— "It takes courage, brains 
and a gun to be a detective. 
I’ve got the gun." (My Favour- 
ite Brunette). Hope: "You've 
never heard my courage ques- 
tioned." Lucille Ball: 'Tve 
never heard your courage 
mentioned.” (Sorrowful 
Jones). Rose and Shavelson 


Gwen Swire 


Inspiring a campaigner 


W HEN Gwen Swire was 
16 she had a defining 
experience,. . six 
months in a tuberculosis hos- 
pital. A proud northerner, her 
Methodist socialist family 
had grounded her social con- 
science. She was shocked by 
the uncertainty and poverty 
of the other patients, women 
mainly from Bradford. Gwen 


helped them to learn about 
their health needs — and how 
to stand up for themselves. 

Gwen, who has died aged 
61, had begun her lifelong 
campaign. She worked in hos- 
pitals, and social services 
management. She was in- 
volved in national social ser- 
vice policy and the health ad- 
visory service. She chaired 


the British Association of 
Social Workers and was chair 
of Oldham Community 
Health Council when she 
died. 

Gwen studied at Liverpool 
University, and qualified 
with the Institute of Medical 
Social Work. She was soon 
creating waves in the hospital 
social work department in In- 


were also able to tailor scripts 
for Doris Day, Dean Martin, 
Jerry Lewis and even John 
Wayne. From the mid-fifties 
"the boys”, as Hope always 
called them, wrote several 
sentimental comedies with 
Rose producing and Shavel- 
son directing. The series 
began with The Seven Little 
Foys, based on the life qf wid- 
ower vaudevilllan Eddie Foy, 
who put his offspring into his 
act. 

Although the one-liners 
came thick and fast, it was 
Hope’s first real dramatic 
role. After persuading the co- 
median to accept the part, 
they explained that it would 
be their first attempt at pro- 
ducing and directing. “That's 
okay," replied Hope. Tve 
made lots of pictures with 
producers and directors who 
didn't know what they were 
doing. This is just the first 
time they had the guts to ad- 
mit it." 

This was followed by Beau 
James (1957), in which an 
even straighter Hope por- 
trayed Jimmy Walker, the 
flamboyant mayor of New 


verness. and later returned to 
Lancashire, where she was 
eventually appointed Old- 
ham's assistant director, and 
then deputy and acting direc- 
tor of social services. Gwen 
was passed over for the top 
post In 1990. Councillors were 
bitterly divided over the ap- 
pointment, and she went to an 
industrial tribunal, and lost 
Deeply hurt she was never 
one to waste time with 
recrimination, took early 
retirement and immersed 
herself in local and national 
projects, including Age Con- 
cern and the Multiple Sclero- 
sis Society. She was a key 


York in the twenties, and 
Danny Kaye extended his act- 
ing range in The Five Pennies 
(1959), a biopic of jazz comet 
player Red Nichols, who gives 
up his career to be with his 
small daughter after she has 
contracted polio. Further 
Rose-Shavelson productions 
were Houseboat (195Q)> with 
Cary Grant and Sophia Loren 
and It Happened hi Naples 
(1960). where Clark Gable 
tussles with Loren over custo- 
dy of their 10-year-old 
nephew. 

Children had also featured 
strongly some years before in 
two Hope movies — in Sor- 
rowful Jones he is a penny- 
pinching Broadway bookie 
left with a cute four-year-old 
girl as collateral, and in The 
Great Lover he has to chaper- 
one a troop of Boy Scouts to 
Europe. Room For One More 
(1952) was about a soft- 
hearted couple (Cary Grant 
and Betsy Drake, married in 
real life) who can’t stop adopt- 
ing children. 

When the writing team split 
up in 1961, Rose returned to 
snappier comedy, confirming 


contributor to a network of 
senior women managers in 
the north-west. 

Gwen’s day started early 
but she rarely took work 
home. She was a voracious 
reader and a recent convert to 
opera. She loved walking, es- 
pecially in the Pennlnes 
around her windswept cot- 
tage. and created a garden at 
1,500 feet, personally remov- 
ing old cars, debris and rocks 
in the process. She shared 
these interests with Anne, 
also a social worker, her 
friend and companion for 30 
years. Her grave lies up in the 
wild hills she loved. 


that it was be who bad sup- 
plied the spice and Shavelson 
the sugar. 

As solo producer and 
writer, Rose had some suc- 
cess with Who's Got The 
Action? (1962), starring Dean 
Martin as an inveterate race- 
track gambler. (“You can't 
hate a man for liking ani- 
mals,” explains his wife Lana 
Turner.) Later he teamed up 
with Melvin Frank to write 
the Glenda Jackson-George 
Segal hit A Touch of Class 
(1973), and the less successful 
follow-up, Lost And Found 
(1979). 

Asked why he preferred 
comedies as a producer. Rose 
said: “If s less of a strain. The 
producer’s problems are con- 
fined to whether a scene plays 
funny or not" In fact his phi- 
losophy could be summed up 
in the title of his 1949 Milton 
Berle comedy, Always Leave 
Them Laughing. 


Ronald Bengali 


Jack Rose, screenwriter, bom 
November 4, 1911: died October 
20, 1995 


Gwen Swire was an uncom- 
fortable person to know, full 
of energy, driven by princi- 
ple: even her close friends felt 
the edge of her idealism and 
impatience. She held strong 
views about social services 
management and women's 
undervalued contribution. An 
inspirational and supportive 
colleague, she prized effi- 
ciency but rejected 1990s busi- 
ness-speak. 


David N Jones 


Gwen Swire, social worker, bom 
June 5, 1934; died November 19, 
1995 


Birthdays 


Janet Anderson, Labour 
MP, 46; Lord (Jack) Ashley 
CH, campaigner for the dis- 
abled, 73; Bill Ashton, 
founder-director, National 
Youth Jazz Orchestra, 59; 
Dave Brubeck. jazz musi- 
cian. 75; Lord (Stanley) Clln- 
ton-Davis, former Labour 
minister, 67; Wendy Ellis, 
ballerina. 44; Gerry Francis, 
football manage^, 44; Jill 
Hammersley-Parker, table- 
tennis player, 44; Maurice 
Hope, boxer, 44; Tessa Ken- 
nedy, interior decorator, 57; 
Jonathan King, broadcaster, 
52; Eileen Langsley, photog- 
rapher, 52; Helen Liddell. 
Labour MP, 45; Sir Richard 
Lloyd, chairman, Vickers, 67; 
Sir Nicholas Lyell MP. At- 
torney General, 57; Prof Lord 
Porter of Luddenham, 
chemist, former president of 
the Royal Society, 75; Keke 
Rosberg, motor-racing cham- 
pion, 47; Alastalr Ross Goo- 
bey, chief executive. Postal. 
50; Cyril Washbrook, former 
cricketer, 81.' 


Death Notices 


ANDERSON. John Fraaor, head teacher, 
trade union Official, aty counsollor. peace- 
ful lyat home in Kings Heath, Birmingham 
on art OflcsmOer aged TOyra Funeral ser- 
wtee at AH Saints Owe* Kings Heath at 
Z15ot» on Friday 0th December followed 
by cremation as Rohm Hood Crematorium 
at 330am. Family flowers Only please, 
Atnstlons it desired lo St Uarys Hospice, 
Sefly Ou via tho family. 

GOLLAN. Elate, died December 3rd. a very 
great loss tor her (amity and so many 
others. Funeral Goideis Green Cremato- 
rium 3 30pm Friday BUi December No 
flowera please. 

STAVTOOt, V J a (V-I) on 4 December in 
London aged 90 Beloved brother of Dotty 
Haatitazaro and a loving uncle and great- 
uncla Funeral at 12 00 noon on 13 Decem- 
ber at die Or oak Cathedral Moscow Road. 
London W2 Enquiries to Kenyon. 12 Clut- 

^IW&»° nd0n W1M ,P6 , ' H ° p, ' On0 


Birthdays 


ABKMH. Mdnrm is 17 today Driving us 
mad maybe 1 Love horn Deo. Mien. Hannah 
and Simon 

■ To (face your announcement lofophone 
0171 61 1 90S) 


Jackdaw 



Golden globes 

HIS TREMULOUS thumbs 
gathered the elastic waist of 
her panties and plucked them 
down over the twin golden 
domes of her behind and back 
up over the suspended sen- 
tences and So beanie filter- 
tips of her stocking tops as, 
obligingly, she brought her 
knees up to her chest. She 
straightened her feet and the 
little stealth bomber of black 
lace and silk was his. 

Quickly he threw off his 
own clothes and rolled on top 
of her . Detaching mind from 
over-eager gnomon and its ex- 
quisitely appointed, shadowy 
task, he began to make love to 
her. 


When they had finished 
they lay under the sheets and 
watched TV. 

The winner of this year's Liter- 
ary Review Bad Sex Prize. 

Still life 

E HOPPER is a long lean 
friend of mine who began 
doing some illustrating a few 
years back and is still at it 
I've been seeing quite a little 
of him lately. He is a vora- 
cious reader. Gone through 
all the modern French pro- 
ductions. read a lot of Rus- 
sian, a lot of German. Loves 
able dissection of the human 
species. Hates romance? 
T^mid as an English, school- 
boy himself. Long and lean — 
face great prominent masti- 
cating muscles. strong teeth, 
big mouth, foil lipped but not 
sensuous. 

Cool about his painting. 
Blocks out things. Hardly any 
freedom in handling. Carries 
out Ms plan. Thinks of spac- 
ing. Takes little advantage of 
accident. Static pictures. 
Loves the romance of uni- 
forms. The best man we had 
at school. A capable man still 
— but in the present condi- 


tion not an artist. Not free 
enough for that. Too much 
Anglo-Saxon reserve. And he 
does not like it a bit. Loves the 
freedom of the Latins rather. 

Should be married, but 
can’t imagine to what bind of 
woman. The hunger of that 
man. He always makes me 
feel like tripping sentences 
together recklessly. But he’s 
far from dull. Though he 
makes me feel like a papier or 
a foolish butterfly — either or 
both. Such sincerity. 

But the hunger of him, the 
hunger of him! Td like to see 
him out of his present condi- 
tion. Td like to see him happy. 
Guy PeneduBois writing in 
his diary in November 1918 
about his fiiend Edward Hop- 
per. Quoted in the New 
Republic. 

Progress halted 

Alpenhom networks. 

Pigeon post 

Mongol imperial post horse. 
Roman imperial semaphore. 
TheThund and Taxis private 
mail system. 

Paris Commune balloon 
mail 

Chinese Kite messages. 


Soemmering's electrolytic 
bubble-letter telegraph. 
Pneumatic transfer tubes. 
Giovanni Caselli's facsimile 
pantelegraph. 

The Edison wax cylinder. 

The heliograph. 

The telehartnonium. 

Joseph Plateau's 
phenakitiscope. 

William George Homer's 
zoetrope. 

The stereopticon. 
Muybridge's zoogyroscope. 
Gaumont's Chronoptaone. 
Edison's kinetopbone. 

The synchronoscope. 

The movietone. 

Phonofihn. 

The graphophonoscope. 
Cinerama. 

Cinema-Scope. 

Natural Vision. 

Odorama. 

Pixel Vision. 

Pula vision. 

Laservisiorx. 
betamax. * 

Skywriting. 

78-rpm records. 

8- track tapes. 

Colecovision. 

Intellivision. 

From the “master list of extinct 
forms of media ", compiled by 
the Dead Media Project to 


catalogue “the arcane, the off- 
beat, the forgotten. The fail- 
ures, the lost and the buried, 
the media-maudit. " Launched 
last summer by science fiction 
writers Bruce Sterling and 
Richard Kadrey. the Project 
aims to “destroy the Whig ver- 
sion of technological history” 
in which “all technological de- 
velopments have marched in 
progressive lock-step.from 
height to height, to produce the 
current exalted media land- 
scape. " Reprinted in Harper's. 

Smile please 

FOR THE longest time Bau- 
driUard's logic made abso- 
lutely no sense to me. Then 
one day in a hotel room in 
Chattanooga. Tennessee, 
after reading the chapter 
Requiem for the Media for 
about the Kith time, it clicked. 
Did it ever. 

I was completely dumb- 
founded, but in a strangely 
pleasant sort of way. I was 
totally clear about why it was 
I was baffled and, addition- 
ally. quite comfortable with 
my confusion. An acceptable 
level of paradigmatic psycho- 
sis for a Generation X sociolo- 


gist At that moment I real- 
ised that I would never be 
able to return to the sociology 
I was trained to do because 
Baudrillard was right, the 
social had indeed vanished 
and culture had gone into a 
ballistic state of hyper- 
communication. 

As a result traditional soci- 
ology bad become quite be- 
sides the point. This is pre- 
cisely the type of realization 
that a Ph D student in a stag- 
geringly conservative gradu- 
ate program needs to avoid at 
all costs . . . It’s possible that 



Happy . . . New Republic 


the high rates of alcohol 
abuse among grad students is 
a function of this exact situa- 
tion... 

Instead of following tile 
rules of the game and writing 
a nice, safe paper on struc- 
tural symbolic interaction- 
ism. I wrote a rambling, semi- 
coherent. and hostile paper 
titled “Americans Have No 
Identity, But They Do Have 
Wonderful Teeth”, the titleof 
which was lifted from Bau- 
driliard’s America. . .In a 
precocious graduate student 
move, 1 decided to submit 
“Americans Have No Iden- 
tity" for possible presenta- 
tion at the 1993 American 
Sociological Association 
meetings In Miami (which is 
Itself a postmodern night- 
mare). Much to my surprise 

the paper was accepted for a 
scholar to scholar poster pre- 
sentation and I began to con- 
sider how exactly to pres- 
ent my ideas about 
Baudrillard in a poster 
session. 

The more I thought about 
It. the more ridiculous a tra- 
ditional poster presentation 
on Baudrillard began to 
sound . . .The obvious solu- 


tion to my dilemma was to 
create a Baudrillard holo- 
gram just like the one of the 
space princess in Star Wars. 
Of course the monologue 
would have to change. In- 
stead of saying “help us Obi 
Wan Kenobi, you're our only 
hope" it would say things like 
“speed is the triumph of effect 
over cause," “fascination is 
the extreme intensity of the 
neutral" and “illusion is no 
longer possible because the 
real Is no longer poss- 
ible:" It was a great idea. Un- 
fortunately, my PC can't 
handle holograms. 

Americans Have No Identity. 
But They Do Have Wonderful 
Teeth by Jonathon S Epstein. 

In the Panic Encyclopedia 
available on the Internet at 
http:I/english- 
imvwJtssxmo.edu/ctheory/ 
panic-baudriUarcLhxmL 

Jackdaw wants your jewels. E- 
maUJackdauH^jguardian- 
.co.uk.; fax 01 71-713 4386; Jack- 
daw. The Guardian, 119 
Farringdon Road. London 
ECIR3ER. 


Dan Glaister 
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Regulator admits mistake 


Notebook 
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Insulator admitted 
night that he 
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mem on the Welsh Water deal 
suggesting that, should the 
merger go ahead, the com- 
pany should seek a separate 
listing for the power 
company. 

Mr Byatt has made French 
group Lyonnaise des Eaux 
give a commitment to list 
Northumbrian Water as a 
separately quoted company 
by 2005 once its takeover goes 
uirough — to restore his abil- 
ity to regulate effectively by 
comparing companies' 
performance. 

But no such requirement 
was placed on North West 
Water in its 111.8 billion bid 
for Norweb — a deal which 


much more closely resembles 
the Welsh Water/ Swalec 
takeover. 

The Office of Water Ser- 
vices (Ofwat) last night admit- 
ted that it should have 
required North West Water to 
Rive a similar undertaking 
and justified Us failure to do 
so on the grounds that it was 
on a “learning curve". 

"If we had been thinking 
more clearly about the impli- 
cations: and needs of having a 
quoted company, we would 
have pushed for it then." a 
spokeswoman said. 

Mr Byatt’s demands to 
Welsh Waiter came in a con- 
sultation paper on die deal 


put out in conjunction with 
his counterpart in the elec- 
tricity industry. Professor 
Stephen Littleehild. City 
watchers expressed surprise 
at the listing demand and also 
noted that for the first time 
the regulators had raised 
questions about the ability of 
the water company’s direc- 
tors to manage both the water 
and power companies 

On the question of manage- 
ment the paper says: ‘it is 
important that all issues 
within the combined business 
receive the attention of 
effective management." 

One analyst noted that the 
Office of Fair Trading had 


raised identical concerns 

when it pushed for North 
West Water’s bid to be 
referred to the Monopolies 
Commission, a plea ignored 
by Trade Secretary Ian Lang. 

Ofwat's flotation strategy is 
not new. The idea first sur- 
faced last February when 
Prof Littleehild suggested 
that tlie engineering conglom- 
erate Trafalgar House should 
be required to float 25 per 
cent of the shares in its bid 
target of the time, regional 
electricity company Northern 
Electric. 

Prof Littlechild’s aim was 
to force Trafalgar House to 
meet Stock Exchange finan- 


cial reporting requirements, 
thereby ensuring he bad ade- 
quate information to regulate 
the electricity business. And 
Trafalgar would have been 
forced to tread carefully over 
the way it treated profit and 
investment in the business. 

But the concept of partial 
flotation was ridiculed by the 
power industry and rejected 
by Michael Heseldne who 
was the trade and Industry 
secretary at the time. 

The City took the view that 
the watchdog’s ideas were 
leaked before Mr Hesettine’s 
announcement in an effort to 
undermine the regulator’s 
position. 


Engineering group 
losing its charm 



Edited by 
Alex Brummer 



MPs attack 
policy on 
purchasing 


David Fairtiall 
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HE Government’s de- 
fence procurement 
policy was attacked 
,n * yesterday as MPs 
0 .. warned that reliance on com- 
petition and market forces in 
deciding arms contracts could 
_ endanger the defence indus- 
_ trial base and place hundreds 
— of thousands of jobs in 
jeopardy. 

Getting short-term value 
*• for money should not be the 
-» r only criterion . the MPs argue. 
With 425.00b industrial jobs at 
stake, the Ministry of Defence 
must take more active respon- 
sibility for investing in key- 
technologies. supporting the 
industrial base and promot- 
. ing European collaboration. 

The warning came yester- 
day in an unprecedented com- 
bined report from the Com- 
mons select committees on 
defence, trade and industry. 
But there were already signs 
that MPs were preaching to 
the converted. 

In a consultation paper last 
week, the MoD let it be known 
that while “value for money 
must remain the cornerstone 
'- of our policy and competition 
is critical to achieving this”, 
it now intends to give more 
weight to industrial factors. It 
promises to look carefully at 
the balance between buying 
cheaply off-the-shelf and fund- 
" ing national development It 
. also accepts the need to pro- 
mote European collaboration 
more vigorously, but will 
press partners to use prime 
contractors rather than the 
complex agency arrange- 
ments created, for example, 
for the three-nation Tornado 
aircraft programme. 

Expenditure on defence 
research and development in 
the UK is currently 14 per 


cent of gross sales, compared 
with 12. per cent across man- 
ufacturing industry as a 
whole. But it has been falling 
sharply, as has the Govern- 
ment’s contribution, which 
was cut by a quarter between 
1985 and 1992. Over the same 
period, the French govern- 
ment put 36 per cent more 
into defence R&D, the Ger- 
man government increased 
its contribution by 24 per cent 
and the American govern- 
ment by 7 per cent 
The MPs sympathise with 
the Defence Manufacturers 
Association’s call for more 
funding, at least in. specific 
areas such as research into 
dual-use technologies which 
could also benefit the civil 
sector, and support for tech- 
nology demonstrators.- • 

The MoD favours multina- 
tional partnerships — created 
for commercial reasons, not 
by governments — which 
compete to give taxpayers 
value for money. The MPs 
want a more active approach, 
with the emphasis firmly on 
Europe. 

“While we believe that 
nothing should be done to 
prevent UK firms from col- 
laborating with US firms 
where this is mutually advan- 
tageous”. their report says, 
“we regard greater European 
collaboration as crucial to the 
survival of the defence Indus- 
tries of the UK and other 
European countries." 

And they warn against 
being frozen out of the Euro- 
pean armaments agency 
being created by France and 
Germany. 

“We consider It essential 
that the UK is a full partici- 
pant in any such agency", the 
report says. 

• Aspects of Defence Procure- 
ment and Industrial Policy, 
HMSOS1J. 


Clarke aide’s blow 
to rate cut hopes 


Richard Thomas 


T HE Chancellor’s chief 
economic adviser. Pro- 
fessor Alan Budd, yester- 
day dampened hopes ora pre- 
Christmas cut in interest 

rates by telling MPs the econ- 
Zv wild grow strongly 
without loosening poocy- 
Appearing before the pow- 

Budd was 
asked if the optimistic Budget 
frrSast of 3 per oral 

n^m ic ' expansion for luso 
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economists are sceptical that 
Treasury's forecast can be 
met. given the slowdown of 
economic growth, unless 
rates are cut aggressively. 

Colin Mowl the deputy di- 
rector of macroeconomic pol- 
icy at the Treasury, backed 
Prof Budd’3 optimistic assess- 
ment He said City fears that 
a sharp downturn over the 
next few months will be 
mused by firms t rimmin g 
Tm* to soak up plentiful 
stocks, were overdone. I 
don’t think we would accept 

one ought to reduce interest 

rates to hurry up the speed of 
the stock adjustment, Mr 

high-street 

spending could pick up more 

rebates and a stronger hous- 

^f^also pressed the Trea- 
maBkJs on the *22-4 
MUton forecast for^ibhc bor- 
rowing for 1996/7. which they 
Sid looked too pessimistic. 

prof Budd insistedthatd» 
door forecast was die Trea- 
ts “central" forecast, but 
SS- admitted: ‘It would be 
unfortunate if we were to 
overshoot our prediction in 

two successive years. 



In the frame . . . Wise Women Kate Barker (left) and Bridget Rosewell are on the shortlist for advisers to the Treasury 

Wise Women set to win recognition 


Sarah Ryle 
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O of the Guardian's 
Wise Women economic 
forecasters are set to 
join the influential panel of 
independent advisers to the 
Treasury, which has so hr 
consisted only of men. 

Kate Barker, chief econo- 
mist at the Confederation 
of British Industry, and 
Bridget Rosewell. co- 
founder of the economic 
consultancy group Busi- 
ness Strategies Limited 
(BSL). are known to be on a 
confidential list which the 
Chancellor is considering. 

The two women are said 
to be “in the frame" and on 
the shortlist drawn up by 
Treasury officials. At least 


three names will be 
selected to replace the 
panel members who stood 
down after the pre-Budget 
forecast last month. 

An official announce- 
ment is due before Christ- 
mas. The Chancellor. Ken- 
neth Clarke, is expected to 
review the balance of expe- 
rience on the panel, which 
earned the nickname “the 
Wise Men” when set up by 
chancellor Norman Lament 
in 1992. 

The Guardian established 
the Wise Women in May 
1993, to put forward an- 
other option and counter 
the male domination of the 
Treasury’s panel. Since 
then the seven women have 
produced three reports 
each year. They have fo- 


cused on issues including 
pensions, competitiveness, 
tr aining and taxation as 
well as providing forecasts 
for GDP growth and the 
Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement. 

Both Ms Barker, 38, and 
Ms Rosewell. in her early 
forties, would bring experi- 
ence of industry to the 
Treasury panel. 

Before joining the CBL 
Ms Barker was chief Euro- 
pean economist at Ford and 
Ms Rosewell was chief 
European economist with 
Wharton Econometrics and 
was deputy director of eco- 
nomics at the CBI before 
she set up BSL. 

Both women said they 
had not heard from the 
Treasury, but Ms Rosewell 


said: “I would be very 
proud to be asked to join 
the paneL” Ms Barker said: 
“It is important that they 
get business represented.' 

They would join the 
remaining members of the 
Wise Men: Professor Tim 
Congdon of Lombard Street 
Research Ltd; Gavyn 
Davies of Goldman Sachs 
International Ltd; and Pro- 
fessor Patrick Minford of 
Liverpool University and 
Cardiff Business School. 

The Chancellor is also 
understood to be seeking a 
political balance on the 
pane] now that Professor 
Wynne Godley, of King’s 
College, Cambridge, has 
left the Wise Men. Profes- 
sor Go (Bey’s views were on 
the left of the spectrum. 


Pension blow for part-timers 

as two-year claim limit fixed 


CfareDyer 

Legal Correspondent 
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^ART-TIME workers un- 

lawfully denied a c cess to 
employers’ pension schemes 
suffered a blow- yesterday 
when an industrial tribunal 
ruled that compensation 
claims can be backdated only 
two years. 

Some 60,000 workers have 
filed claims after a ruling last 
year by the European Court 
of Justice in Luxembourg 
that employers who deny 
part-timers pension rights are 
guilty of sex discrimination, 
since most part-time workers 
are women. 

The TUC and the Equal Op- 
portunities Commission, 
which backed 10 test cases, 
had' argued that claims 
should be backdated 19 years 
to ' a European' Court judg- 
ment in 1975. But John Mac- 
Millan, chairman of the Bir- 
mingham tribunal, held that 
Britain’s Equal Pay Act. 
which sets a two-year limit 
applied instead. 

in a 37-page ruling, he also 
struck out claims made jh ore 
than six months after leaving 
the job, eliminating an esti- 
mated 80 per cent of claims. 


The TUC said yesterday 
that an appeal has already 
been fixed for next March. 
The case could be referred 
back to Luxembourg by the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal 
and could take years to reach 
a final resolution. 

TUC secretary John Monks 
said: “Part-time workers will 
feel frustrated and angry by 
the tribunal decision." 

Those who filed claims too 
late have a possible alterna- 
tive route to redress through 
the Pensions Ombudsman. 
Casework director. Job 
Robertson, said the Ombuds- 
man would take up cases for 
part-timers who came to him 
within three years of the last 
date when they were excluded 
from the pension scheme. 

Those still at work but not 
in a pension scheme could 
claim pension benefits for the 
last three years, and those 
who left within the last three 
years could claim for the 
period they were at work In 
that time. Claimants would 
not receive a lump sum, but 
the pension benefits they 
would have had under the. 
scheme, and would probably 
have to make up the employ- 
ee's share o£ contributions. 


Saatchi couple gain £1 5m after 
Megalomedia soars on relisting 


Patrick Donovan 
Cfty Editor 


AURICE Saatchi must 
have been under terri- 


M 

ble temptation last night to 
break the blitzkrieg diet 
which has whittled several 
stone ofT Britain's most 
famous advertising guru. 

He and Ms wife, Jose- 
phine Hart, were ready to 
celebrate the success of 
Megalomedia, the multi- 
media company which 
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more than doubled its 
share value on the Stock 
E xchan ge's junior market 
yesterday. 

While the tabloids were 
drooling over the Hamp- 
shire granny who picked up 
£10.6 million on the 
national lottery, Mr Saat- 
chi made far greater g»iw« 
— watching the couple’s 
privately controlled 60 per 
cent holding ratchet up an- 
other £15 million. 

Trading went into over- 
drive when Megalomedia 
was relisted on the Alterna- 
tive Investment Market 
after new acquisitions a nd 
changed its name’ from 
Graduate Appointments. 

Graduate itself had been 
bought by Mr Saatchl’s 
wife, Josephine, from the 
deputy prime minister, 
Michael Heseltine, in ex- 
change for her minority 
stake in his Haymarket 
publishing company . 

Hie shake-up represents 
a reverse takeover of the 
recruitment agency into 
the world of media. 

Having been listed at 33p, 
shares closed at 83p. Who 
needs to fill in lottery tick- 
ets when you can trade on 
the AIM? 


BTR trading state- 
ment is not a great ad 
vertisement for what 
some analysts have regarded 
as the best of Britain’s indus- 
trial conglomerates. 

Although profits for next 
year will come out ahead of 
1994, weakness in Australian 
construction and North 
American and European 
motor components mean 
severe downgrading: this, just 
as the City was becoming ex- 
cited about the arrival of new 
chief executive, Ian Strachan. 

The BTR boss will have to 
act with some deliberate 
speed if he is to avoid the Cate 
of Hanson which has become 
so unfashionable with inves- 
tors that its shares are yield- 
ing 8.2 per cent making it the 
highest returning share 
among the fTSE companies. 

Despite a 4 per cent fall in 
share value on the market 
yesterday, BTR is still some- 
way off from that However, 
the vision of Sir Owen Green 
of a low-tech worldwide engi- 
neering group able to produce 
ever-increasing returns is be- 
ginning to sour. 

The acquisitions have be- 
come less exciting — the last 
being the purchase of the mi- 
nority in Nylex in Australia 
which has stretched second 
half interest costs — and low- 
tech engineering is not quite 
as safe as it once was. It is 
interesting to note the success 
of Siebe, which has pursued a 
more technological strategy is 
starting to produce much ad- 
mired returns. 

It is widely assumed that 
the new m a n anagement at 
BTR will mark its arrival by 
restructuring the business 
and disposing of its non in- 
dustrial portfolio. Maybe, 
however. It should consider 
going further and joining the 
global demerger sweepstakes. 


Water quotes 


ii 


TS good to see public offi- 
cials prepared to admit they 
have made a mistake. But 
the water and electricity regu- 
lators have done their reputa- 
tions no good by belatedly dis- 
covering they can ill afford the 
loss of a quoted utility. Until 
now the authorities have 
allowed market forces to 
restructure the industry . 

However. Ian Byatt, the 
water regulator, has now 
woken up to the advantages of 
having as many quoted water 
companies as possible when 
France’s Lyonnais des Eaux 
bids for Northumbrian 
Water. He managed to extract 
a promise from the French 
group that it would float all 
its water interests by 2005. 

But North West Water’s 
takeover of Norweb. an exact 
parallel of Welsh Water’s bid 
for South Wales Electricity, 
was allowed to go ahead with- 
out any such assurances. 
Somewhat late in the day the 
regulators have decided that 


they do not want that to hap- 
pen again. 

They are now in a no-win 
situation. Welsh Water would 
have good cause to feel ag- 
grieved if it has to promise to 
float off its regulated 
businesses when North West 
is allowed to retain both. 

But the regulators cannot 
afford to let Welsh Water 
retain the businesses ad infi- 
nitum now they have admit- 
ted they need the Information 
which only separately quoted 
companies can provide. 

Perhaps the only way out 
will be to allow Welsh Water 
to retain effective control of 
the businesses by floating the 
minimum 25 per cent needed 
for a stock market listing. It 
looks like being another 
botched and messy business. 


Sales alert 

I T IS too early to say 
whether the new monitor of 
high-street sales just un- 
veiled by the British Retail 
Consortium Is just another 
excuse for special pleading or 
a valid contribution to our 
overview of the economy. 

The BRC’s immediate res- 
ponse to the data, showing a 
3 2 per cent annual increase 
in retail sales last month, was 
to call for a cut in base rates 
to boost consumer confi- 
dence. This might suggest 
that this is a case of an inter- 
est group using statistics to 
support its own agenda. 

There is hardly a shortage 
of performance indicators in 
this area. We already have 
the Government's retail sur- 
vey published by the Central 
Statistical Office, the Char- 
tered Institute of Purchasing 
Managers' index and the Con- 
federation of British Indus- 
try’s distributive trades sur- 
vey. Is it really necessary to 
muddy the waters with an in- 
dicator which is in any case 
based on value not volume 
and which is not seasonally 
adjusted? 

According to the economic 
advisers to the BRC. who in- 
clude the London Business 
School’s chief economist Dr 
Andrew Sentence, the new 
monitor adds value in the 
sense that it deals with retail 
sectors in more detail than 
other surveys. It also, they 
emphasise, tracks the CSO 
data. But that seems to be an- 
other reason to query its 
existence. 

It does not do to be too dis- 
missive, though, before the 
new monitor has had a 
chance to settle in. The sec- 
toral breakdown will interest 
some City analysts and, if the 
indicator continues to accu- 
rately reflect one aspect of 
CSO data (the value-based, 
non-seasonalJy adjusted fig- 
ures), then it could provide a 
useful early warning of the 
state of Britain’s high streets. 


Sound advice 


-T"! HE 

I Its ( 
I pros 


Treasury is pursuing 
customary sound ap- 
proach to economic af- 
fairs by considering Kate 
Barker of the CBI and Bridget 
Rosewell of Business Strate- 
gies for its independent fore- 
casting paneL It is an impor- 
tant breakthrough not just for 
women but for economics 
practised in the real world of 
business. 


Royal Bank of Scotland 

wins ombudsman action 


Cliff Jones 


qpHE 

I hat 


Royal Bank of Scotland 


lenged a decision by the Bank- 
ing Ombudsman Scheme for 
the first time. 

The bank took legal action 
after it questioned the om- 
budsman’s decision that it 
must honour a cheque alter it 
has been entered into the 
bank's computers by a mem- 
ber of staff. 

In October 1992, James 
Sutherland presented 
cheques from his business ac- 
count for over £17,000 which 
were paid into a joint account 
which he held at the same 
branch in Edinburgh. 

Two hours later, the com- 
pany in which he was a for- 
mer director, J&A Sutherland 
& Co Ltd, went into receiver- 
ship and the tank refused to 
proceed with the transaction. 

Scottish Court of Session 
Judge Lord Penrose ruled that 
although the cheque had been 
mitered into the bank's com- 
puters, the bank had not yet 
decided to proceed with the 
transaction. 

The Banking Ombudsman's 
office could not comment on 
the case last night, but it will 


not appreciate the timing of 
the announcement made on 
the day of the scheme's 
annual report 
Mortgages topped the list of 
complaints for file first time 
in the scheme's 10-year his- 
tory. Banking Ombudsman 
Laurence Shurman attributed 
this in part to what he called 
the "archaic, impenetrable le- 
galese” used by advisers 
when explaining mortgage 
options such as mortgage in- 
demnity guarantees to home 
buyers. He called for plain 
Engli s h to be used by the 


lending hanks. 

This year bank lending ac- 
counted for 25 per cent of all 
investigations carried out by 
the organisation. 

The ombudsman aim ex- 
pressed concern at fraud in- 
volving cash machin es, which 
was the second most common 
grievance. Mr Shurman sug- 
gested that banks combat 
fraud with more widespread 
use of photographs on cards 
and video cameras at cash 
machines. 

The average compensation 
paid to h anking customers 
was £2,483 and in 80 per cent 
o£ cases the amount awarded 
was higher than the sum pre- 
viously offered by the bank. 
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Corporate whistleblowers set to 
receive protection they deserve 


Hie Guardian Wednesday-December 6 2995 


Attitudes towards 
those exposing 
office malpractice 
are changing fast 
here says Richard 
Norton-Taylorand 
could follow the 
American pattern 
that Mark Tran 
outlines below 


B lowing the whistle 

is still regarded as a 
very un-British con- 
cept It conjures up a 
picture of disloyal cwpaka but 
there are signs that attitudes 
are changing. 

On Monday, Kathipan Day 
Soch. head rf the Office erf 
Special Counsel — the US 
apney responsible for protect- 
ing federal employees who ex- 
pose malpractice — artriwcwi 
Public Concern at Work, a 
British charity whirfh hag riaa lt 
yiffi L200 requests for advice 
from potential whistle-blowers 
since it was set up two years 
ago. She chided the British for 
"a much less developed right 
of speaking outf. 

La st month, representa- 
tives from companies em- 
ployers' organisations jo ined 
unions and public bodies for a 
meeting in the Commons to 
discuss a Public Interest Dis- 
closure Bill (a less provoca- 
tive title than the original 
Whistleblower Protection 
Bill) supported by backbench 
MPs trf all parties. 


The European Commission 
is also encouraging whistle- 
blowers as part of its efforts 
to clamp down on price-fixing 
cartels. Today Karel Van 
Miert, the competition com- 
missioner, will unveil propos- 
als encouraging companies to 
“Mow the whistle" on each 
other’s illegal activities. 

In this country, the Public 
Interest Disclosure Bill would 
give new rights to whistle- 
blowers. They would be able to 
claim compensation for loss 
of earnings and stress; obtain 
injunctions to halt threats of 
punishment; and for 

unfair dismissal at an indus- 
trial tribunal even If they 
have been employed for less 
than two years. 

The bill includes safe- 
guards — whistleblowers 
would not be protected if they 
disclosed information in bad 
faith, they must have reason- 
able grounds for believing the 
information to be accurate, 
and they must not have dis- 
closed it for money. 

The employee must also 


have taken reasonable steps 
to raise the matter of concern 
with the employer. However, 
there would be no such obli- 
gation if it was reasonable to 
assume such steps would be 
ineffective — the Maxwell 
and BCCI affairs mi ght be 
considered in this category. 

The inquiry into die Piper 
Alpha oil platform, which ex- 
ploded in 1988 with the loss of 
167 lives, found that “workers 
did not want to put their con- 
tinued employment in jeopar- 
dy through raising a safety 
issue that might embarrass 
management" . 

The Guardian recently 
reported the case of Peter 
Smith, a sales manager with 
the Colonial Mutual insur- 
ance company made redun- 
dant after he repeatedly at- 
tempted to persuade senior 
executives to act against al- 
leged breaches of regulations. 
He has issued a High Court 
writ for damages against the 
company. 

The need for whistleblower 
protection is now recognised 


by public bodies, including 
the Nolan Committee, the 
Audit Commission, and the 
Health and Safety Executive, 
as well as by unions. 

Dr Tony Wright, the 
Labour MP and chief sponsor 
of the bill, says that compa- 
nies have come to believe in 
“protecting both the rights of 
the whistleblower and open- 
ing up routes within compa- 
nies to enable fraud and cor- 
ruption to be discovered.” 

Esso and NatWest have es- 
tablished whistleblower hot- 
lines. Thorn EMI, Barclays 
Bank, . Northern Foods, the 
TSB, Cadbury Schweppes, 
BT, and Forte, have said they 
support the bill's principles. 

Guy Pehn, director of Pub- 
lic Concern at Work, is con- 
vinced that ‘'the climate has 
changed in the last two 
years". People at the top erf 
companies, he says, would 
much rather know what was 
going on tor pragmatic 
reasons — malpractice is 
often more to do with incom- 
petence than corruption. 


Compensation and cost of mental turmoil 


L awsuits involving 
whistleblowers in the 
US have become more 
frequent in the 1990s as em- 
ployees grow more confi- 
dent of winning protection 

against their bosses after 
disclosure of illegal prac- 
tices. 

Lucas Industries earlier 
this year was fined $18.5 
million (£12 million) by the 
US Government for supply- 
ing false information on 
aircraft gearboxes. 

Dowty Woodville, a US 
subsidiary of the UK engi- 
neering firm TI, is being 
accused of systematically 
overcharging the US gov- 
ernment for parts used in 
the F-lil strike jet and the 
Bi-B bomber. 


Jeffrey Thistlethwaite, 
former business manage r 
at Dowty Woodville, claims 
he was relieved of responsi- 
bility for the parts after 
suggesting to Dowty execu- 
tives that the cost figures 
were too high. 

Under the US Whistle- 
blower Protection Act, Mr 
Thistlethwaite, a Briton, 
could receive up to £10 mil- 
lion as a reward for report- 
ing the alleged conspiracy. 

Douglas Keeth, a former 
financial officer for United 
Technologies in Los Ange- 
les, won $22.5 million last 
year after exposing the 
company’s fraudulent bill- 
ing of the Pentagon for 
helicopters. 

Such high profile cases 


have prompted some con- 
cern that blowing the whis- 
tle has become too profit- 
able. The opportunity to 
makp millions, the argu- 
ment goes, damages the 
credibility of the individ- 
ual, especially if he or she 
is a primary witness to the 
alleged illegal activity- In 
reality, winning a windfall 
is extremely difficult. 

Not to mention the men- 
tal turmoil that whistle- 
blowers feel when they 
take on the company. That 
was clearly the case with 
Mark Whitacre, a high 
level executive with Archer 
Daniels Midland, a big agri- 
business company . 

He acted as a mole for the 
Department of Justice and 


the FBI after he passed on 
information of alleged 
price fixing at ADM and 
other agribusiness compa- 
nies. ADM is now the sub- 
ject of a major criminal 
antitrust Investigation. 

But Mr Whitacre’s life 
has turned into a night- 
mare since his role in the 
ADM investigation became 
public. ADM fired the exec- 
utive and accused him of 
stealing $2.5 million from 
the company. In early 
August, after the embezzle- 
ment charges were publi- 
cised. he tried to commit 
suicide. 

The most commonly used 
federal whistleblower law 
Is the False Claims Act 
Originally drafted in 1863 


to uncover fraud in the ' 
Union Army during the 
Civil War, it was revised In , 
1966 to force companies to | 
pay triple damages for false 

rialina they made anil to 

give the whistleblower a J 
portion of the award. 

Under the law. an indi- 
vidual may file a lawsuit on 
behalf of the US govern- 
ment against any person, 
company or agency making 
false claims against the 
government 

Employees cannot be 
fired, disciplined or haras- 
sed for disclosing Illegal ac- 
tivities about the govern- 
ment agency or company. 
Those who are punished for 
their actions can sue for! 
damages and reinstatement. 



Meridien hotels managing director £ Randolph Guthrie (right), joins Forte's operations 
director Patrick Copeland to inspect the site of a 300-room hotel to be built by the group 
behind the retained facade of Manchester’s Free Trade Hall photograph.- chris thomond 


BP sell-off subsidises tax cuts 


Ian King 


T HE Treasury re- 
couped a significant 
chunk of last week's 
£3 billion tax hand- 
outs yesterday, when it raised 
£513 million from the sale of 
its remaining stake in BP. 

The sale, handled by bro- 
kers SBC Warburg, is the first 
part of a “mop-up” privatisa- 
tion which is expected to 
raise more than £1.5 billion 
over the next 18 months. 

The sell-off; revealed in the 
Guardian three months ago. 
will cover the Government’s 
r emaining stakes in around 
30 companies, including Scot- 
tish Power, British Steel, 
British Airways and National 
Power. SBC Warburg, which 


was appointed by' NM Roth- 
schild to handle the sale, 
made an instant profit of 
around £5 million itself buy- 
ing the block of 101 million 
shares from the Treasury at 
508p a time, and selling the 
shares on at 513p each. 

It placed half the shares 
with British and European in- 
stitutions. and the rest with 
American funds. BP shares 
closed 14p down at 517p. 

SBC Warburg spokesman 
Michael Hammond denied the 
broker had agreed to sell any 
other stakes for the Treasury, 
but Matthew Westerman, of 
Rothschild, confirmed the 
Government’s residual stakes 
In privatised companies 
would be sold in due course. 
He said: “The Treasury has 
been looking since the early 


MOP-UP PRIVATISATION 
What Is toft for sale 

Rail track “ ...100% 

British Energy (Scottish Nuclear 

& Nuclear aectric) 100% 

Mersey Docks & Harbour Co . 14% 

Scottish electricity Cos 3.5% 

British Gas .... 3.3% 

Northern Ireland Electricity .. 3.3% 

BAA 2.9% 

British Airways ... 2.5% 

Water companies 1.6% 

Other regional electricity Cos ..1.5% 
British Steel 0.05% 


autumn to sell these shares 
and wants to do so over the 
next 18 months. The exact 
timing is market sensitive, 
but the Government looks at 
these things all the time.” 

Mr Westerman said the 
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NOTICE ID CUSTOMERS 

NEW INTEREST RATES 

FOR PERSONAL LENDING 
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With effect from 2nd January 1996 
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CREDIT ARRANGEMENTS Will BE VARIED ACCORDINGLY 


The listening Bank 

Mcrfthcr HSBC Cfi Gnup 

Midland Bank pic. 27 Poultry. London EC2P 2BX 


Treasury had decided to sell 
its BP stake yesterday after a 
recent strong showing by the 
group’s shares. 

He added: "The Govern- 
ment had a good supply of 
shares and there was an appe- 
tite for them — basically, the 
market for BP was right.” 

Mr Westerman said the 
exact timing of any future 
sell-off ultimately lay with 
Michael Jack, the Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury. 

Shares of other privatised 
companies fell sharply on 
sell-off fears. 

BT, where the Treasury 
owns a 0.5 per cent stake, slid 
9’ip to 358p. while BAA, 
where it still has a residual 
shareholding of 2.9 per cent 
fell 5p to 488p. 

Meanwhile, the sale erf the 


BTR share price 
dives 1 4p after 
warning of 
profit shortfall 


Roger Cowe 


THE industrial conglom- 
I erate. BTR, issued a 
shock warning yesterday 
that profits for the year 
would be lower than ex- 
pected. It followed a similar 
surprise last year and 
raised concerns about the 
state of the international 
economy as well as of the 
company, one of Britain's 
biggest manufacturers. 

Stockbrokers’ analysts 
cut their profit forecasts 
for BTR by £100 million 
and the group's shares fell 
by 14p to 320p. 

The group, whose inter- 
ests span a huge range of 
manufacturing business, 
including Hawker Siddeley 
motors. Pilkington tiles 
and Rock ware glass, nor- 
mally expects its conglom- 
erate nature to even oat 
any individual shocks. But 
yesterday it said that three 
areas of weakness would 
offset a general 
improvement. 

The problem areas are 
the Australian construc- 
tion industry, the automo- 
tive business in both 
Europe and America, and 
BTR's polymer production 
in Taiwan. In the United 
Kingdom, business has 
been satisfactory despite 
the stuttering economy and 
diffic ulties caused by what 
BTR described as "sporadic 
order flow” in the electric- 
ity and railway industries. 

Despite these setbacks, 
BTR said there would be an 
increase In sales, profits 
and earnings per share for 
the full year. Analysts saw 
as opportunity to buy the 
company’s shares at the 
lower price, encouraged by 
arrival of the new chief ex- 
ecutive, Ian Strachan, and 
the long-term potentiaL 


Government’s biggest single 
privatisation stake — its 14 
per cent holding in the Mer- 
sey Docks and Harbour Com- 
pany — could go on hold until 
the company resolves a dis- 
pute with its dockers. 

Mersey Docks sacked some 
300 men last month after they 
refused to cress picket lines 
from another company's pay 
dispute. Since then, their jobs 
have been contracted out to 
two independent companies, 
leading to mass pickets of the 
docks. 

Since the dispute began, 
Mersey Docks shares have 
fallen from 460p to last night’s 
dosing price of 427p, but Mr 
Westerman refused to say 
whether the sale of the Trea- 
sury's stake erf Mersey Docks 
would be postponed. 


Germans may enter fray 
for besieged Littlewoods 


0 


Patrick Donovan 
City Editor 


E xpectations were 

growing last night that 
the German Otto mail 
order combine may become 
involved in a counterbid for 
the besieged Littlewoods 
retail combine. 

City sources said the pri- 
vately owned company — the 
world’s biggest mail order op- 
erator and possessing a large 
British presence already — is 
watching the situation. 

An Otto spokesman said 
yesterday that it “generally 
always considers interesting 
offers. But there is no special 


Low-pay hotline 
shops bad firms 


WORKFACE/The 

TUC is turning the 
screw on exploiters, 
says Martyn Halsall 

A CAR audio salesman 
was on the telephone to 
TUC low-pay research- 
ers yesterday, in foil- blooded 
denunciation trf his employer. 
He was, he said, being paid 
just £46 a week basic for a 
nine-hour day. Suddenly the 
line went dead — “Scrooge” 
had walked in. 

The case was one trf a 
stream of allegations of low 
wages and bad working condi- 
tions made this week via a 
TUC north-west “hotline”, as 
workers in one of Britain’s 
worst employment areas 
shopped their bosses. More 
than 40 per cent of foil -time 
women manual workers in 
the North-west of England, 
for example, earn less than £4 
an hour. 

The aim is to put pressure 
on the worst offenders, for 
public exposure and to boost 
the unions’ campaign against 
exploitation at the bottom end 
of the labour market 
Complaints have included 
one toy firm assistant man- 
ager who received no over- 
time payments, despite being 
expected to work up to 100 
hours a week. A single 
mother said her employer 
“made my life hell” when she 
refused to work a triple shift 
is cold offices. A paint- 
sprayer with a container com- 
pany said pay had been cut 
from £4.25 to £2.60 an hour. 
Union members had been 
threatened with violence 
when they complained. 

A vending-machine worker 
said he would get only £10 a 
day to be on 24-hour call 
throughout the Christmas 


holidays. A steel pipe special- 
ist told union safety experts 
he had been injured falling 
from ladders after his em- 
ployer refused to erect 
scaffolding. 

Workers paid £3 an hour for 
a 40-hour week counting cou- 
pons from cigarette and food 
industry firms were warned 
they would lose 10 per cent of 
pay if they failed to check 58 
sets an hour, another, worker 
said. The TUC Is focusing on 
seasonal workers, frequently 
at the sharp end of bad pay 
and conditions. 

Homeworkers* rates are 
often pitiful, according to the 
TUC, which argues that the 
genera] picture has been 
made significantly worse by 
the Government’s abolition of 
the Wages Councils, which 
set minimum rates in vulner- 
able industries. 

John Monks. TUC general 
secretary, said yesterday: 
‘Too many people are work- 
ing In a climate erf fear and 
insecurity. The TUC is ap- 
pealing to people to expose ex- 
ploitation. end the silence and 
expose bad bosses. Companies 
which persist in mistreating 
their employees should be 
warned we are on their trail.’’ 

The unions’ campaign high- 
lights the dramatic loss of 
once formidable union power. 
Even where plants are still or- 
ganlsed, some employers 
seem to ignore their unions 
and cut wage bills when 
renewed recession is feared. 

Above all, TUC researchers 
report fear. A typical caller, 
after reporting the rock-bot- 
tom wages her husband 
would receive for Chris tmas 
holiday work, remarked: “I'm 
very worried about giving 
you this information, as Tm 
terrified he’ll lose his job.” 
The TUC’s hotline number, 
charged at local rates and 
open to union and non-union 
tcorkers. Is 0345-233233. 


interest regarding Lit- 
tlewoods”. 

However the spokesman 
refused to comment on 
whether the company would 
be prepared to participate in 
a bid if the offer presented it- 
self or if it had made over- 
tures to Littlewoods. 

City sources say that Otto, 
which has a turnover of 
DM25 billion (£11.3 billion) 
and operations in 13 
countries, would make an 
ideal fit with Littlewoods’ 
mail-order shopping 
operation. 

There is speculation that 
another City-backed consor- 
tium is preparing to pitch in 
for Littlewoods which is now 


the subject of competing ap- 
proaches from former Lit- 
tlewoods chief executive, 
Barry Dale and a joint offer 
from N Brawn and the Ice- 
land Group. Mr Dale's mer- 
chant bank. Dawnay Day yes- 
terday wrote to the 32 family 
shareholders to ask them to 
consider his offer. 

The letter said: “Bidco's 
proposal is supported by lead- 
ing City institutions who 
have each studied a detailed 
plan to develop your group as 
a whole. We would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss the 
plan in detail with you and 
your board.” 

A vote to consider his offer 
will be taken tomorrow. 


£2991 

Sharp introduce 
a laser printer 
for the price of 
an inkjet. 


• The JX-9200 high quality laser printer. 

• Designed with Microsoft? for total 
•Windows™ Compatibility’.' 

• Communicates with the user via a 'Printer Status Window*. 

• The Worlds smallest laser printer. 

• Efficient, reliable and easy to use. 

• A true 600 x 600 DPI version available. 

• Free 12 months on-site service. 

Call free now oh 0800 262 958, quoting reference PGUJl. 
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Racing 


^gjnesday December 6 1995 


Dobbin to 

wiss ride 
on One Man 


c,wr » Hawrtiina 


T ony dobbin has 

rcjed himself unfit to 
JaJe the mount on 

Gor d°° wS 

g-sussas 

sSrsskass 

S°S d / r H^ d 

£ B cS^ss 

drawn because of heavy 
that C E£ Ucation ’ however, is 

tot Dwyer may be required 

for Jodami m the Haydock 

SisifftsuaK 

i .Beaumont. trainer of i 
Jodami says it is g 0 -50 

r^n 1993 Cheltenham 
Gold Cup winner will go to 
Haydock, the prime consider' 
ation being the ground 
'■We don’t want him to have 
a hard slog as we want him to 
nin at Wetherby on Boxing 
Day, said Beaumont. 

Nine have been declared for 
the Tommy Whittle Chase in- 
cluding Monsieur Le Cure, 
Black Humour. Flashing Steei 
mid the old timers Docklands 
Express and Garrison 
Savannah. 

Francois Doumen will send 


So Far Bold over from France 
to contest the Lowndes Lam- 
bert Novice Chase at Ling- 
field on Saturday. 

.So Far Bold, who will be 
ndden by Fhilipe Chevalier, 
has won only two of his 21 
races but recently picked-up 
over £50,000 by scoring at 
Auteui] . 

Reg Akehurst will have a 
Gutter gripe to put before 
Geoffrey Gibbs, the senior 
handicapper. when he com- 
plains officially on Friday 
about the treatment of his 
hurdler Bimsey who was-- 
raised 161b for winning at Liv- 
erpool and upped another 
pound after finishing fourth 
to Chiefs Song at Sandown on 
Saturday. 

He feels he is being victim- 
| ised because of his tremen- 
dous record in handicaps in 
recent years. 

‘Tve complained in the past 
and been shot down after an 
intelligent conversation so 
Tm not saying I'm always 
right," commented Akehurst 
"But I can't see how Chiefs 
Song can go up only 81b after 
winning twice whereas my 
horse wins once and goes up 
171b." 

Akehurst plans to enter 
Bimsey for the big Christinas 
Hurdle at Kempton and the 
Tote Gold Trophy Handicap 
at Newbury but is worried 
that the colt will now fall be- 
tween two stools — not being 
good enough for conditions 
events and being too high in 
the weights in handicaps. 


Niven should be in luck 

P ETER NIVEN had a 1 in the opening Gol 

choice of venues t-hic MntHr-a Hnnlla Ho 



Boris wrecker . . . Becker returns to Cedric Pioline at the Olympiahalle yesterday photograph: wolfgang rattay 

Boom boom boom boom 


■ choice of venues this 
afternoon, riding for Mary 
Reveley, and has opted for 
Leicester where Once More 
For Duck (3.30) looks good in 
the Oak Handicap Hurdle, 
writes Chris Hawkins. 

Once More For Luck beat 
Abbot of Furness at Carlisle 
recently and on that form ap- 
pears quite capable of taking 
care of today’s modest 
opposition. 

At Carlisle Magslad 
(12.50) should be hard to beat , 


in the opening Golden Lion 
Novice Hurdle. He was out- 
paced when sixth to Turnpole 
over two miles at Wetherby 
last time, which in itself was 
no disgrace, having previ- 
ously sauntered home over 
today's much longer trip. 

Racing at Plumpton was 
abandoned yesterday before 
the fifth race because of snow. 
Several senior riders ex- 
pressed their concern about 
conditions as early as the first 
race which was run in a 
blizzard. 


David Irvine in Munich 

OTHING, surely, 
could have quite 
such a demoralising 
effect on any player 
at the climax to an evenly 
poised match as having an op- 
ponent slam four consecutive 
aces past him. Such extrava- 
gant gestures earned Boris 
Becker the ATP Tour Cham- 
pionship last month, and an- 
other here yesterday con- 
cluded a nail-biting victory 
over Cedric Pioline that may 
well have set him on his way 
to adding the Grand Slam Cup 
on Sunday. 

Becker's sudden furious bar- 
rage knocked the stuffing out 
of Pioline. who had emerged as 
a genuine threat after holding 
his own serve without diffi- 
culty for 90 minutes to recover 
from a onesided first set But 
after leading 7-6 in the third 


the Frenchman gained only 
three further points. Becker 
won 6-1, 6-7. 9-7. 

Pioline was frustratingly 
close in coming within two 
points of victory over Becker, 
just as he had been at Wim- 
bledon in a five-set defeat that 
also went to 9-7 in the de- 
cider. Yet in the crisis 
Becker, spurred on by a sell- 
out crowd of 11,000, was ma- 
jestic: brave, decisive and ut- 
terly confident in his own 
ability to survive. 

Somewhere within the Ger- 
man there is nevertheless a 
self-destruct button. It seemed 
he might have hit it when he 
double-faulted for the sixth 
time to go 15-30 down at 4-5 
in the third. Yet his response 
— three first serves at over 
I25mph — was clear evidence 
of his confidence. 

Pioline, who had learned he 
was in file draw as the third 
replacement only on Sunday 


while contesting an exhibi- 
tion in Caen, could well have 
gone much sooner as Becker, 
in the German's own words, 
played the first set "like a 
world champion". Normally a 
slow, uncertain starter, be 
found his rhythm immedi- 
ately and allowed Pioline only 
three points off his serve. 

But Pioline found his tim- 
ing and his confidence blos- 
somed. In 12 games prior to 
the tie-break, only 10 points 
were scored against the 
server. A backhand return, 
which Becker left only fbr It 
to clip the line, then gave the 
Frenchman the lead and a 
double fault from Becker gave 
Pioline four set points. He 
needed only one. 1 

Pioline survive break 
points at 3-3 and 4-1 in the 
third before Becker surged 
ahead to win the match with 
his 20th ace and set up a quar- 
ter-final against another 


replacement Byron Black. 

Michael Chang, who lost to 
Becker in the Frankfort final, 
was not so fortunate. Having 
missed three set points in the 
tie-break he went out 7-6. 6-3 
to Jacco Eltingh. 

Black, a Zimbabwean who 
owes his presence here to 
Andre Agassi's withdrawal 
and his own quarter-final fin- 
ish at the US Open, inflicted a 
fourth consecutive first- 
round cup defeat on Thomas 
Muster, the French Open 
champion, winning 7-6. 2-6, 
6-1 to earn $262,500 (£175,000) 
— adding more than 50 per 
cent to his previous winnings 
this year. 

Muster, who was suffering 
from a blistered toe and a hip- 
muscle strain, found the ball 
difficult to control on a light- 
ning-fast court. "Just two 
shots, the serve and the 
return," he claimed. “Every- : 
thing else is useless.” i 
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Sport in brief 

Pros! adds weight 
to McLaren challenge 

THE retired four-times world motor racing champion Alain Profit 
has been signed up by Mclaren-Mercedes asamamberof their 
design and development group. 

But Prost, whose duties will also inclu de test and development 
driving of the McLaren MP4/U, dismissed speculation of a driving 
return if Finland’s Mika Hakkinen is slow to recover from the head 
Injuries he suffered in practice for the Australian Grand Prix last 
month. “That is all in the past” he said. “I now have a new role, a 
new job and T just hope Mika wiU be okay for the first race." 

The Frenchman’s decision to join McLaren rekindles a relation- 
ship which extends back to 198G; he won worid titles with the team 
in 1985. 1986 and 1989- In the two years Since his retirement Prost 
40. has twice toyed with returning to the cockpit at the wheel cff a 
McLaren. 

By bringing Prasfs technical know-how to bear on their 1996 
programme, McLaren have dr ama ti cally strengthened their com- 
petitive potential — Alan Henry. 

Third Kiwi to join Wigan 

JUNIOR TO NU. a 25-year-old New Zealander, looks set to 
switch from rugby union to league and join Wigan. The scrum- 
half has been offered a three-year deal believed to be worth 
£250.000 and has promised to give the club an answer before the 
New Year. 

If the 5ft lOin and 14-stone Tonu, a close friend of Va’aiga 
Tuigamala, joins the world champions he will be the third All 
Black to sign for the club since 1990. following in the footsteps of 
Frano Botica and Tui gamala . 

Swinton have signed the Tongans Willie Wolfgramm. a 
scrum-half, and Talite Liava’a. a second-row forward. The 26- 
year-old South Sydney forward Jeremy Donouger has joined 
Bradford Bulls on a two-year contract. — Paul Fitzpatrick. 

Daly only major in world event 

JOHN DALY will be the only holder of a major golf title to play 
in this month's Johnnie Walker World Championship at the 
Tryall Club in Jamaica. Greg Norman 'and Nick Faldo are 
missing from the field, which has been reduced from 24 to 20. 

Seles to play Australian 

MONICA SELES will play in the Australian Open in Melbourne 
next month, raising the prospect of a final with Steffi GraCThe 
appearance of the world tennis's joint No. is. who both missed the 
event this year, is a great boost for the tournament, which runs 
from January 15-28. 

Seles gained her last Grand Slam title at the Australian, where 
she was champion three years running and never lost, before the 
stabbing incident at a tournament in Hamburg in April 1993 
which put her career on hold until earlier this year. She will 
warm up for the Open at the Peters International in Sydney from 
January 8-14. 

Hightown face tough cup trip 

HIGHTOWN. the women's hockey dub who lead the Premier 
Division by three points and could win five titles this season, will 
continue their defence of the AEWHA Cup away to their northern 
rivals Doncaster in the fourth round on March 3. 

It is the only meeting of Premier League aides in a draw that 
ensures at least three dubs outside the National League will reach 
the last 16. 

England's women are to meet France in the first international 
at the new National Stadium at Milton Keynes on March 24. A 
men's international will also be held . — Pat Rowley. 

AEWHA CUP: FouHwaund draw: Balaam Leicester v Crfd Louphtonlans. Br oxboume 
v Olton. Doncaster v Hightown. Boater v City at Portsmouth. Hartaaton M v Crtatson 
Ramblers, Ipswich v Havant Leominster v Chelmsford. Liverpool v Hendon, Maidenhead 
v Aldridge. North Stalls v Sevenoaka. Slough v Canterbury. Sunderland Batons v 
Lough boro Student. Trojans v Clifton. Wimbledon v Woking. Winchester v Ealing. 
Wlnntngton Pk v Camberley. (Matches to be clayed on March 3). 


Lingfield a!l-weather Flat programme 


Leicester card with guide to the form 


1 MO Katar 

1.10 Southern Dominion 
1.40 BaHynafceHy 


2.1 D Studio Thirty 
MOAutoMUb 
3.10 Ban** 

3.40 Main Otrl 


flgum in bractam allar barter amn daoofa day* atnovMaat ateta 

12.40 E0UTTA8LE HOLDINGS HAAWCAP (Dt» I) « 

101 MGCW NORUCO PRINCESS (6) (CO) MBrMaln 4-10-0 SWaba te tT 

102 4K2Q2 KALAR (6) (CD) (BF)D Chapman 6-0-13 RFumy(6)2* 

103 01 MHO noeo MAGIC It 1J(CU Montague . — Staton 3 

104 QSSUJ1 HALF TOME («) (7fc •») (CD) R Ftoww 3-9-4 DMwt «•* 

105 MJM3 TEE-fHH (B) (CO) P Mnwliltg 5-9-d fSSSi-.. 

104 ZnWB COlSTW«-C{*JCHiK3-W IWtowAI 

107 WW ANYTIME BABY (B) (CD) PC» ton J-S-7 SDWManal 

10B VC033 HEUflMUTOH BUTTS (6) K MeAuiiflf 5-0-3 — — — — “• 2SJK!!!L 

100 13X00 TOMMY THIPGST (B) (CO) R Paacoci &-£-! ^McCabaCU 

TO4» Fwm TIPS: Wafd kn Prtnco« a. tutor 7, T»w-a— B 

nu iti,, n -- i 4-1 HauTcma. 5-1 Neaingwn Bum. ft-' Nraraw Pmcms. Tre-Emm. Anjtune Baby.T-1 

Cclswn-C _ 

1.10 BtHHTABtX BOUMNGS HAJ8XCAP CDhr 2) SI BL65B 

453151 n^yaiSpY|a)(7BiM}(^^P™nw 

K oES S£ SiHSa^ •• ~--j==jdKSi~ 

«»“»»" Don * nw - L ygi ti 

Ashnna __ _ 

1.40 «» ROT HAAWCAP 

301 33WS3 VOIKO (11) M Jtentem 3-9-te odSumb 

jrni VOLUNTEER (70) Ft 0 Sullivan 3-9-0 ■ ■ w EzEIIIL. m 

IS^BCMlriTAh <707)10 S Dew <MM> PBreotaradfT) 

** i4£CQ4 bboUOHTOWS WHMULA C11J ICO) WMiSSOo 5-8-11 PltofttoW 

so, wean bau-Vnakh^t mcci 

I S 3 SHSK==ssr 


N today (3)1 

HCariMnB 

_N AtomS* 

JB0artonB2 


^SSSaaSir 


.ACMCB 

:.Q DnflMV 3 


408 U96CF! STUOtOTHJBTY(1B)(Cn) D Morra V9-Q JTxn4 

40B 540602 THBLnrLI FWtmir(tf) A l*50i«S-S-0 .Smtwortti 1 

407 (WOO- THUMMnOUS (4BZ) J BrUtger 4-0-0 JQntanS* 

400 03IB20 LAMDLORO (28) J ToUw S-O-HI W Mamas 7+ 

TOP POtH TtPSr SfriUiro Mdgn 0, Stnflo Thhty 7, Awasona Ponr B 

B«4 U ny 2-1 Studio TMny.Vl A new me Paver, 5-1 The UOs Ferret, M Spdlhe Bndga. 7-1 Thendenma. 

Bimn 

2.40 FMMC8 OF MMUMSMAKIBI AUCTION STAKES ZYO 7f 0,784 

501 2SH AUTOflAHBLE(15)(BF)fl Hannon 5-T R Fatten 1 

302 KIVn OOLF DUHOND T haugnton 5-7 ... .Staton « 

303 506060 JEMSU-VEHTHORM (1 1) J ELulgef IK AtetonlO 

E04 fi MAWraCO (33) G Wrigg 8-7 IWtl 

303 B92 BAU.VHONEV (B) WO Gonean B-3 — BmOtkcm 

3 

SOB 0 CEEERALKAVn (f 1} T Nuigtiua 6-3 T * n M ny(7)B 

SOT 06 nKHTS OEQ {IS) C WaB 8-3 J. Menton (8) 13 

308 EC2 FAITH ALONE {15) CWaU 6-2 CDufltaUII 

308 3500® FORTWTKMMI {73) J Jenldns M teOtonn 16 

310 6000 RLEQAU.V VUHtlS (MR L Maidagm HsltE-2 .- H Variny (2) 10 

311 00 FARFES7H (33) DUai ■7-1? D WitgMO) 14 

313 542 UUnrDaMITV(f)P HMn 7— 1C - — _ J Date 4 

313 P HY HOTHBra LOCAL (33) K Cmnrnghill>-S(0*ll 7-12 _JltoM(S)5* 

514 0300DB nOWLANDBONS CHARM (2«)0L Moore 7-12 MAdaacB* 

515 253323 SCDBCfliS (■) (BF) R HotknatwaO 7-12 HCarBria7 

TOP FOBH TIPS: MS >te B. Aa f htoMnT. fmfcto B 

n — r 7-2 Faith Atone 9-2 AutohebWe. 5-1 Baltymoney 6-1 Ssemcna. 7-1 Lady Dtflnriy, 6-1 
■M&wtngo Mitel 

3.1 0 FAIRFAX DATA PROCKSINB NURSERY HANDICAP 2YO M 0391 

801 61 BANZHAF (IS) (QGL Mtwe 9-7 SWWtentha 

BOS 5*5142 HOI CAMARO (7) (CO) BPbarce 6-12 JhwT 

•03 0*00 nJUiUL(33)nHuuonB-11 . RFwtevB 

BM STQOOD TWE CLASH (12) H» B PaBUtfl 6-ID tP Wmi l 

BOB 456401 DANCtNO JACK (11)(C) JBndgu B-6 J Qtea 1 

BM 305264 OMCWtlSORETCU) (3) C V6U 5-3 . — . — JNBiM(B)5 

007 054 RU0KiSTIKAJIC23)UPmciia7-1D J( Vaitny(3)4 

TOF FOM TIFSc Rtetof 0, Mel Creuvd 7 

CMtog: 7-4 Barchal. &>1 Um Canard. 5-1 Dancing Jet*. 7-1 RWeg Stream, 3-1 Qradoua Gmdo. 10-1 
Ralufl. 12-1 Tma COh*. tin.nl 

3.40 UtDBMHCE ALLJSEATHfiR THDFW HANDICAP lee CMJ0S7 

1 240O6D TATKA (S3) G Wragg 5-0-11 OMHbh(7)2 

X 3234Q3 WHATEVim RIGHT (IS) (CD) M Data 6-0-9 RFvfamG 

3 oesun ATTW»W»Vt1I)(D)(BF)Tfian0il*-*-a .WNI—Iie* 

4 4K8100 PHZSFHHm (BO) (D)J Eyre 4-9-5 R(jRto3 

B W»» TAKESHI (7) WMolr3-9-T JTHaO 

B 300203 RAWAR STORM (11) (CO) 0 Drench MM 7-5-5 PPtonpiy(6> 

10 

7 050250 JAC1UTACX (48) (CD) U Chonnao 3-9-4 _J Demto (7) B 

B 10M003 LABIIDD (11) (D) R Ingram 5-M DOBmalR* 

■ 30C035 EXCUISm ASSDBLY (7) A Jama* 3-9-0 J Stem 4 

10 1S«S0 NASHBCH(T)(CO)nHisBBahMd6-e-11 T ten 1 

11 3246m KIMODO (7) KCunrtiiBt«»-flwn 3-5-10 JIBnW(B)I* 

IX suae RBUAmBnL(1B)AUafire3-5-S SSmtonll 

TOP POM IMS HOetote 1 * KgM B, TakMM 7, Hmtoi Stan B. 

Motel 7-2 Wbaleter's fUgH. 4-1 Hawaii Gram. 7-1 XaUaire QlrL Tiheshl. 6-1 Excmme Assembly. 
Prmflgmer. W-l Tallfca. IXiamra 


1.00 Twloe A tOght 
IJIO LHU® Bteckfool 
LMUpaVto 


*30 CheEnnonr tor Una 
3.00 Supranv Lady 
UO Onov More For Uicfc (nb) 


c^Hn^field runners and riders 


ia _50 BMfcSLUl (OFV 

1 JO SooUi Wn»** rl Y 

ijoWMW 

nofatt- Good. * De*** 

' '"Z —a — . im> unvtc 


laowoH**"" 
UOJrtaBoiWf 
3J0 Desert Fighter 


■ 534-424 RUSSIAN CAETU(IB) J Htate 6-11-0 — KJaaaa 

■ t 2-WOOOWLIAta*B)TCarf7-1W) 

B 00500-5 JIBTHOUiT (*8 W flwtf 5 - 1 W Tttad 

TOP TOW TIFW Hi MR B, Renta Cm* 7 ,^ tort IMy 8 

Mlfcg 7-4 Aly Dal«r. 4-1 Woodwaa. ►£ Rum an Castle. 5-1 Ayiaafauiy Lad. HM Drarnta Fes. UaraJoy. 
16-1 Ju* Ud»j. 


easassss- 

4 4,50 GOLDEN LION NOVICt _A Recta (3) 

1 ^ (22) (CW J r J Kaamgii 

BOX M 1) T Carr 7-1D-'0 ~~Z.Z~Z * » ■ » ■■»> 


2.20 HAXDWCX ARMS HANDICAP CHASE I 

. i 415231 




H^Hatar 

__Pto H wn> . 


z FW-wt-rw Jtony 

j " 

» Mm S AttCin ^ Hatar 

: " 5 Sa^ J fB^V = ==^“ 

<A o Effltf- u tiwandar 6-i0- g — — — JE Paver 

IS 

« IS ' M '- ,0 - T — ^Zl_ jSSHm 



110,747 

19-12-2 QC*«(7) 

HW2-0 Mr i Satan 

11-18 BtorftasW 

10-11-3 B S*ane 


3 T1-3322 

4 &3U44-0 

■ 3M16P- 

‘ ■ 324P-0S 

7 5-23233 

TOP PDSM TWEl PlMlpInNHi 0, Rato 01 Ra^7 

BaNlBw 7-4 PMflpIteRMn, 7-8 Ruh a BaNniM Wanb Mto. 5-1 HboBwIw. 8-1 Wrtt T6uH Wr6.16j 

— — it. Tnemfi 


— -SKI 

lliiiii 104)™ S Auot'h 9 ' 1 w ,Tr; PCat 

^ iSEss 1 ssbPsSssj ^ 




-1M BKantog(3) 

X Jonas 

D Patter (3) 

9-ItM A WM (7) 

ZZIin RWefooN 

0 OCeWro 


,._0C*MI(7) 
-Q ta (3) 

"peatery 
„JSMmy 
STigfar (7) * 







— J» Packer (*i + 
_ JbKSWa 


2.50 H 0 H HN HAEDKAP CHASE 2 m Bf C 3 ^ 6«1 

..1 Qtrf4-<4 NOtAKE EXCEPTION (14) Ura U Ravelay 5-1 WJ 

1 S221-C1 TWTOASTEHflSJTO JQtilWi B-11-4 ..Jjl Panm 

. a 3 BKrf 1 JOEMWTIWICOlJHOtortJ^teWB-IW P OvtarT y 

4 P*^»a BLAZWO DAMN (1 1) (C) J Ht*b«* S-IB-IO ES2L-, 

5 S0D-S2 JttttB0XBUJ.V»7J{BnPMert6dliWM — BHenNegW 

B IAEM-P DteSS MARSHALL ( 81 ) SSl™ 

. T 2MM4 BADTIIADNtaS) DAWf 13-104 DteteO*) 

8 J322F1 W11BSPAIWE (SSJ UraS Bndtaimfl 9-O-J A WK(7) _ 

• (H 1 SSM POTATO MAN ( 1 4 ) D Lm* M IM AtetaanOJ 

10 05-08* RIBB. XflW ( 14 ) M Bamfla 5 - 1 D -0 SSuSm 

11 S4SS2 DOXTORD HOT (14) W UOteOWfl U-«M) 0toUI(7) 

T(N> FORM TWli^ Jee WtetB, neTotear 7 , tofec Bax «S|f • 

5-adOB WhllB. W ft* Toaallf. S-T Wim SsatM*. 6-1 NolflN a ErafMn. M JiUt ^ 

Bad Trade. T2-1 DtHtod Hid. iinaern 

3.20 DON COW NODCE HANDICAP HU)BXJ! 2 nU 110 FtaC 1 ^»® 

6 WNONBS(1B)(WJGMD0reMM 

X R-J1401 DKSOT noMTBt (7) MHaomffttOT 

3 312113 WU) HOSE OF TORE (1B)(®F)PMoaiBMt4-11-fl .flejMSCT) 

4 i-1*Q«WUU.CHADS(13)(D)J<J')«l5-11-2 — A. Baton (3) 

5 DStfWO- BEET (X3>J Quhin 6-11-2 

B - PM BUCEtEY toY*(1*>(Dfl ABltoj 4“1M — 1 *"* 

• 7 OUWSD WOmATBI>aMCflSS(S8)BEnaDn4-1M » ltnto |W 

B paoooD- ouu3te(3ao)RCfflflfl*T-iM — Nteiey 

TOP FOHMWt NodaeS, Dtota* Rflter 7 , CuaM Ctal 

BtotaeMOaeanHstter, lWNoeios.4-1 Wad Row Of York. 5-1 General CMOl.lWBM^yDW*. 
.13-IEnw- Bnanaia 


StmntoBtetT) 

._wOCtoM(7) 

A Baton (3) 

MDvyar 

TKto 

— Staton (3) 


Ontag; Ctan, Gnod to Ann. tatoa, Oood to anfl. * Date fatotea. 

ItaprM In bntonta toar hanata pm tonal, toga atnoa Mart Ul nteg 

1.00 WHCH HANDICAP HURDU tan 4f llOyto CXJT4 

1 22P2-F5 PUDBNBl BAY (£0) (C) N Handersoo 4-11-12 JHARtganM 

2 DlF-001 JYM1AM JOHWrr(9)(Mm)J0'N«i1 9-11-10 -.-APBcQsy 

8 3204*3- BICNEHMAH (MSB) (CO) J Spearing 12-1 J-fl KnTSmirino 

. (I) 

4 rKNHU- OURSUBBnBXK(BB4)(D)ACamJ7-1t-7 . ..JPawto 

5 am— >4 Twice A WQ1fr(tnCBF)D Nlcncusoa 6-11-6 -WManlan 

€ 4122FF NO UCMT (7) Mrs I McKM 9-11-4 LKmay 

T 338-13-0 KADAH (S) * Cta, 5-10-12 JLoddar-a- 

8 BFlPJ-6 DOCTOR DEATH (IB) S Dow 4-10-6 ADtafeaa 

• 2»09P-P ROMANS DUN (IX) Mfflfclnson 8-10-0 HSento 

10 QrMBO ESCAPE TALK (IB) J Cooler 5-10-0 BFaetmfS)* 

TOP mm ItPSi Jyntoa Jahany 0, Ha UgU 7. Ftator Bn 8 

N et top 7-2 Jympim Johnny. No Light. Twin A Mgm, 5-1 Plunder Boy. 7-1 BUteman. 6-1 Our 
SGirfcndpB. 10 win i 

FORMOUKJE- PUtoDOl BAVi Imprortil aUort «a ttoe nhen rmrmirwnl unW «eaLemd 2 ML Sth id 7 
flnfsJhers. ttt 201 to Estrhna W (Wanto* 2m. Gdt 

JYMJAM JOHNNY: Wen Bade cheekily tan Urns when btom ontil headway ate 3 oul pushed out id 
lead dose home, von comtorlabty by CO Irom Euro twin. 6 ran iKatao an2L Od-SOj. 1 

IBCKBBIA B; Fair handtean hurdtei, ran well Bnitinrt last nuoii when tad to Bn. hpl on one paw (nan 
tan art. 2nd d lO.Otn El by The ChangMIng (Pluaigtan 2m4l. Gd-SIQ. 

THKCAHnKTiVMItnttBODntaMVetBiVv(c9ilniDwiiai>ilzniMie0Btang*DiiLiw9B«sv3D>A.soan 1 
under presaure ana outpaced. <th oJ7. btn 148 to Star Rage [Newcastle 2m, GdL 
NO UOHTr FNi tasl no roctM, previously headway three out. ran on. Mn « by Pedbwo« ILateesw 2m if. 
good). 

KADAHk Needed race on reapeearance when hi touch urns eeatewd 4 mn. aMed oi 6th d B Bntihaw hi 
race von by Time lor a Flutter (Worcester 2nMf. 511). 

DOCTOR DEATH] UuSuHed by last pound tact Urns whan Drammed! 10 5*. Bin a 8. t4o 23 to CoMtata 
rrowceoer 2m. Gd-Fn|. j 

1.30 CHKIfllir CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' SSLLNMIintMX 3a C1JHM 1 

1 pr/l-FDI UnUBUUCKFDOT (23) JL Karra 7-11-6 PMdtaghBn I 


X 54411 -HP VMOQIOOq W day 7-11-6 

3 PC KtMOAICOOU(8)UChapiMa4-11-0 

4 PPMO RAFtm-l (11) j a Hants *-iH) 

3 SHSCKY B McUahoti 4-11-0 


G Tonne** 

« Mato (5) 


TOP FORM TWS: Uto Bladkfaat B. MM 7 

Billing B-4 Line BtaddooL 7-4 Rtoeiii. 5-1 Sbeochy. 6-1 Vtagpo. 12-1 Kindalaota. Braaare 
P03M 4KNDB - UTIUi BtACXFWD Easy wiener p talest nan ahoyi getng ntfU. lad alter 3 ooL soon 
dear, eased ruHs. von by 9 irom Deep Dawn. B ran {Martel Raen 2tt1ia, Gd-Si} 

VIAOOIO: On Man start slipped bed* 3rd. lecoverad b chaae taadera. m «h trim mMahea bouand 
imputed up in samag chaae von by Sophism (EraterJina, Gd-Sn]. 

HHSAKOOLAc la nwice weal bat une when behind tram halfway. 1316 d 18 Mabere, bta dCtana Id 
P m animta nM. vtth STYLISH BLAKE |rac7tei.ahwyi behind, dteaoce bai iLetaaier 2m. Od-Sh) 

RAFTBH Ji Narar placed id challenge m noww handicap teal m atei 71b dfll BnatatB. bta ia to 
Anlace (Warertdi 2m. Gd) 

2.00 SYCAMORE HANDICAP CHASE 3a C3,8SS 

1 ip-1113 OWE THE nUAM(18){Q)KBaaey9-Q-a TJltantep) 

3 122F-3 SPARTAN SRVR (46) (C) N Basetoe 9-11-12 c UmOn 

3 13-P213 BOHANVCmSK (20) (IQ(BF) a Balding 6-11-4 A P MeCa* + 

4 145-tSI OLPAVAU) (11) (D) Mra J Pitman 6-11-0 « Ink, 

3 RB23-1 NieXLUP(ia)TForaar 9-11-0 AThantoe 

f EWlR-MWniHH (M3) (D)P Wetter tt-ICHI mnlvni 

J 5UU0-4O SWPOSBI (11) Mia S Stoli 7-HH1 ROtoM 

TOP FOM TtPIi Ctev «aM B, Ovarlbe Strate T 

Brtfnsi 8-4 G3pa Vaht. 1 1-4 Owr The Shnam. 4-T Bpartu Stiver. 5-1 Mduup. 9-1 Romany Creek, 1*-1 
Mweameh. 25-1 Suppoefn. m 

FORM OUBE - OYBI THE STHEAMt Futad to cMtaue a wUining aaquMiee when 121 3rd el H> to ram 
HuSter, teH beMnd vati hetowy IHh, dgato viiwi wtt paDwt 2 m. to lad M om pace [AuniH 
JmStaWH 

SPARTAN StLVEA Held m. Mnfered ISUl so Ingnaniop trcm3«s.biaa3rtd3tD tenea Ptoa 

Irtumeadon 3m. F m). 

ROHAHrcmb Hu EnsUah Brand Natmail aa huKHarm aim. tail tune, ted or dtapuiad lead tom 2nd to 
i6m.wBatebBsfwitt!oto«n'f«WD(ijBSrsBTi Band [Wtecanton 3mll. Bdj 
ORPA VALU: Raised Ik tar coty Ma taM him. led IS* ftnea and peahed M » bi EquIQr Ptayei by a 
(Whnrtt 3m2L Qd). 

NKXUP-.UMlIyfllvea beckena teMSMisppiBgiuiiwtB.laNtine «u mtKapSon.Uanleradel 
3rd. lad In Id £l 8th. beaded Slh, led eppnUcftmpqaiiL ridden Soul and aflota In t< Urban Cowboy by *i. 4 ran 
jToacssterSnrtLBd). 

■wmanrili Out and out wyer. no i earn oul tinea Mud) In MaOaata NaBniiN when ims 3rd m Ba. 

weakened ZOtti. tailed afl but oi fi bmshara In ibcb von by Lediy Lne [Ittueiat 4nCL Siq. 

2^SO SfWCCNOVWE CHASE te4f^ 110*to t*JU* 

l' imsmp JACK50B PLHT (32) T Tha&nn Jonei 7-11-7 M ft rtiaeitol 

2 BWV-14 0ATWlSr(IB)JPttarliiafr-lV7 MStereM 

3 VSXF AH)EAN(3*)GEiin^ilS-1HI JRKwmto 

4 21231-2 CHE UJONtER DU LUC (14)141*08 5-U-C DBridavtar* 

8 PHW-3 FSCRNKBSECRITARY (13) (BF) D Mamtaon 6-11-0 WHMtaq 

B all- LOBSTER COITASE (20S) K BKtay 7-1W) Alkontoa 

*7 2D0-13S SAME DWFVmCI (33) A Jan* 7-11-0 APHeCay 

T UF PUHMnPil F I »1ivr a n ra rwy 8,J 4 Cfcl o n Fto l7, 

BMfhpt 5-4 ChsHanger Du Luc. M FtattrasaactoBiy. 7-1 Some MHranea, 5-1 Jactaea fur, 12-1 ; 
AadMD. 14-Uebsar Cotags. Triva 1 


BMfhpt 5-4 CDsnanger Du Luc. M Futbrassecreoiy. 7-1 Same MHranea, 5-1 Jactaea fnr, ia-1 
AadMO. 14-UebSW Cotags. Trteraa 

FOM OUH - JACKSON FUCTiEasy vmnar os chBNngdaout MI ouiBtamd laa Bma. bsMad ton 
WoralaiBd em. anon puUed up in raee von by HN ol Tie low. 9 tan (Cnantm JmSfi. Qd). 

SEA1WI8R No) funnp mS last tuna vfton Boon oulpacad aoo behhid.iBflad on. dtsbnoa last oiebPatote 
Tactics (Nantogbem 3nt GtJ-Fro)- 

AEDEAK Mmts w Mh leaden, mull ia contention when ted 8 oat in rate von by Even flow. S « 
(Kempton 2m4B.gfrFm). 

niailBNnTnirwirrniridlmim dming dtom tan Uma whan behind MrtbaadMyappruuhipgatii, 
lea 80 l headed under pranuro tel atridea, 2nd ofBIMten.bto hd by Saak Dio Falili ICbepmv MR, Oil 
SfQ. 

nXTVRBSSSCHGTAItY: Needed race Ihd made nhatakee ob raajigee ranee whan headway Mi. veikHwd 

eponedte M. W rt * llnatan, bln 1« b RM p BIto (CheteBliam 2m4B, Odj. 

LOBSTER C47TTAOB: Ei4rtah. Iasi m m bamper in Ue» vhan * taaeti, na ■mpnaam m itnright na, qj 
19. te 2S to Tom Chantpigw (Tigawanr 2m. Qd) 

SAKS MF«RENC& PmniuN imffl BbWke wventh. lartad and tailed an own nth m ran wq» by Da 

Rigidly iNflirtM AObm 2m SB, good to loft). 


5 12-0 OOOUEHU.(21)DMci»lson 4-11-0 WMtea 

B 3 DOUCEaiAiSOM(13) A Jarvl] J-11-0 - A P McCoy 

T 3 H0*A (IS) Ura 0 HaUta 5-11-0 Clltwm 

a 000 KUDOS PMNCXSS (1®) Mre A Maugham 5-11-0 .TJtaa 

• 4644 PASJA (20) S Goitaga 4-11-0 _J Oaten* 

10 9- QUICK WOTE (2T3) Ural UcKta 5-11-0 LHm* 

11 0- HUtrs CHE. (2n)ATumail 5-l%0 *■- ■* - 

12 «a5-P S CAMA I I A G H(11)J JaiAina 6-1VO Olitof 

13 14- SR.VER amED(200) U Pipe 4-11-0 BE Mgata 

14 03S.TJ- STBADtoom LODGE (404) J JaSsrasn &-1V0 BDmria 

13 2-23 SUPRME LADY (21) (IV1MI9H Knight 4-11-0 A FTtay 

IB P- rEMOOU (38S) R S«cer 4-11-0 E ItateM (3) 

Rvirtai 1)1 5-2 Supreme Lady. 4-1 Coole HO. 5-1 Shier Shred. 6-1 CaiUc Ceilidh, itt-l Doun Uataon. 12-1 

l mo la. IBrtatea 

FORM OU1DE - BOOtAVDOUh Having Dm race hare alms April 18W wtwn every chanca inafl outpaced 
mtor presaare approaching 2 dw. *h of » SrtatiHe. Mn ohnoal 301 lo Twn Jay INmoa AtdM anil. Gd- 
Fm| 

COOLEHEJ* loNH Ftatraca tattUim when nendad race, bald up behind, headway M oul, aooo vaahanod. 
Wi 0(15 OnWws. ton atiout 3S » KenSord Tna (Heretord 3m1l. GO). 

DOUCE HA1SOH: Agabin uaafid dow tail Uma whan chased winner Utah mtonram ItaL 3rd pi 12 
era* ben. Ha IM lo Hawker Hinder (Taunton 2m 7L QdJ 

IMOULi snowad some premiu on detnd when In much until wetened 2 nd. Bh pi 6, tun 2TB id 
E mmoaUeaae iFtonatona amB. QfrFm). 

3E.VBI SHBBh Pair tarm in nh Fim raoas Iasi laaaon. on dual puoag alwaya prenmem, begl on ono pace 
final 31. «h a IT bln mioAnglesayGM View (BangopOfrOea 2mlt Gd). 

BUPRUE LADYi In W Flat race tad I me when behind until headway M out won every chance, not 
quieten finaM.Srd of I7.tnn iM to Kenttoid Ttai (Hararord 2nHi, QA 

3.30 OAK HAJIMCAP HUltDU taa E^343 

1 WK4-1 ONCE HOIK FOR LUCK (13) (D) Ura URevatay 4-1 VIZ Pte 

2 142426- FAIR AND FANCY (247) (D) Mas M MUUgan 4-11-8 Rtel 

3 SKW-M FLY mr NORTH (B)DMcteUW 7-11-7 X Atapnr«(7) 

4 322440 HASHAR( 13) (O) P Htagmarui 7-11-7 r toy 

8 510-3PU BAHAMA COVE («)W Cliy 4-1 V4 JLuUar 

B JHB610- MKCADO (290) F TanSay HW _■ • 

I 40(2259- SHARED SOLD (329) (D)JBoaley 5-1D-13 M Buky 

■ 0OD54O- *IY UHDIAWE (343) (CO) J Dote 8-10-0 — APHotov 

9 0P52PM HASTZR MURPHY (14) C Brood 5-10-0 W Manta 

TOP PORMTIPSiObow Hera Pea Lock 10, FI* B* torth T.Fto And Fmi* S 

B mto g 5-4 Owe Uwe For Usk. 4-1 Fly By North. 5-1 Fa* And Fancy. Banana Cow. 7-1 Hwhar, 14-1 
Uecaoo. 

FORM GUIDE -ONC£ MORE FOR LUCKi So dad by strong pace laa t me when headway 4 out led 2 out 
stayed an won. won by fl from Abbot d Fumess, 8 ran iCarttwnSmll. Qd). 

HR AND FANCY: Ran wen on Rat In November whan uataed by D NtchoOs. nm (nan mu ova 1 huitllet 
wnce April utei ourpacad Irani halfway, uavai dangeraua. 6di mil noMwra. bin 311 id Amxrcan Hare ' 
(KotaoZndb, 0dt. 

FLY BY NORTH: In cundbonil todays' gwm taM ttme atwe always in rear, 8tti ol 9 flntaheia. Mn IS K) 
Moat Equal, wto BANANA COVE (gv 2t>L dose im whan biimdoiEO and ancated rider 3 put (Lateaasr 2m. 
GOSH). 

HAS8ABI Below best test Ime when to touch nnsl wkawd BUl won Ml tad nS, Oh m W. bln Ml to Elba 
[Utkmwar 2m. GrUFeiL 

BMC ADO. SiaiiiiululBi sang laa aeaaon.M tna Uiaiigoniliie«to6lh.aoon tailed to. tan argntotei 
ki race won by The Mandat (Tauiren 2n3E. Eh)- 

SHARSD OOLDc NU teen out since January whan midi mtatecea. Halted horn BU talM od test ol 11 
hots hers tn race won by Than Empress i Plumpton 2nd. SflJ- 

MASTEH HURPHYi Having Aral race tor abnoat 2 yean bat turn whan needed run. prandiaiit onto 
weakened approaching 2 ou. Tlh d 9. tan about 5N lo Saashrer IWIndwr 2m. Qd) 

• Blinkered fo r the first time — LEICESTER: 1.30 
Kindakoola. LINGFIELD: 1.10 Rennytaolme; 2,10 Tbunderons; 
3.40 Komodo; Labndd. 


Results 


3>00 ASH MARES' DNLT HDnCE HURDLE tel C2.721 

1 0 BOWEA BUKEHIV (41) G Baldtog fr-11-0 JlCSRarf 

2 DON- BCWUWKBKWBBJOO'Hefll 5-11-5 SStadtauj 

3 BUZZARDS HAU. MChMDHPfi-11-0 WWwNtoata 

4 CELTIC CSUDN Mra M Retetay 4-11-0 -PNtaan 


HUNTINGDON 

13LSO (2m IlOydi Hdte): 1, ■ARItoY’S 
Qift, M Brannon IS— 1); 2, Mo c alcti l m 
(4-1); 3, P uatew iir a (6-1). 100-00 lav 
Wbrdsrniih ISran. 35. 11 {0 Brennan) Tote: 
EB.70; EJL50. £2.20. £1.10. Dual F; £15,10. 
Trto: £18^0. CSF:C4 1^9 
14W (Xm «f 1l0y«b «. SHEILAS 
HHXcnssnr. S Haworth (9-11: 2, Being 
After (B-1): a, Corty SpweW (12-1). 1 1-10 
fav Sharp Performer. 7 ran. 2, 1. (N Mason) 
Tote. £14 JO; C2.B0. C3.E0. Dual F: £45.00. 
CEF: £69.01. 

, 1«SO(Zm llOjitalfcfc): i. BHOCniMB 
BAY, P Niven (0-2): 2, Run For Dante 
i [12—11; 3, EHtea (evens (avl. 8 ran, B. IX. 
(Mra M Reveley) Toie: C4J0: £1 JO. £3.50. 
CL 00. Dual f - eaaa CSF: £51.42. Tncaat 

^(2m110ytoa*1,AIUfflE KELLY 
B Dalton (7-1); 2, Hawfaal Prteee (H-10 
tavfc a, Pteplaak Lad (5-2). 7 ran. 3. 5. (J 
Wharton) Tote: 030; ClfiO. £1.«. Dual Fl 

E9.10. CS 1 : £14.89. 

aj» (An 1 lOfdM Hdte): 1. lOOIIIS, P 
Hid* (14-1); £,Welafa l« (11-fij: S, ■«■** 
titan 140-1). Evens (avHawliw Hunter. 19 
ran. *. 3JL (J amort) Tore: til. St £Z10. 
£1,50. £7.60. Dual F- £27Ja Trio- E50A4a 
CSF: £0620. NR: Rhmi Bnj. 
MU(3toCW:1,bULS™nOK»MI5^ 
J f Tifley lf-4 tav); s; Sadgw Waritor 
(12-lfc 3, canto lUeta r to (W-l). 17 TOR 
3*. 2a (Miss H Knight) Totr ClZtt £1.80. 
Cdja E5.0Q Dual F: £27.40. Trw C156.&0. 
CSF: £24.64. NR- The Bocriey House. 

240 (2m IlOydi): 1, MWHTY MDSE, 
Ur F Hubby ftO-lV. 2, PoSWa date (5-1): 
3, TWyboy (9-5). 4-1 tsv Golden Punch. W 
ran. 3. X (D Ntchoteonj Tom; C16J0: £*^0. 
£3.30. E1.7B. Dual F. 01.80. Tru: C38A0 
CSF; £71 JACKPOTiNotwon, 

£47,159:00 carried over to Lmgfmld today. 
PlACfiPOTi £777.20, QUADPOT: £28.80. 

PUMPTON 

12.15(201 IfHtew): 1, FALSE CRMBC.M 
Rtcharoj (IB-1): 2, Robtan Pride (4-1); *» 


HpkwpowW O n i o n (10-1). 3-1 fav Pair of 
Jaete. 9 ran. 6.4, (G Hanwcod} Tow: £1090: 
£3.10. £1.70, £7.10. Dual F: £19.00. Tria 
£2530. CSF: £7341. MR: Raflq. 

1A4B (2m 4f Hdk)r 1, OUONFOIB 
BELLE. G F Ryan (7-1); 9, dobwnr (8-1 fav); 
3, Sorbit (4-1). 13 ran. 16 , dm. (Mbs H 
Knight) Tote: £11.10; £2.00. C 1 J 0 , £2Ja 
Dual F; £1940. Trio; £16.0a CSF; £27^1. NR: 
Mrs Early. 

1 .1 6 (2n> Cta): 1 , LE CHAT MdR, D Bridg- 
water (19-1); 2. Tim Cmrat Mata (5-0 fav); 
*t Super TwoUoa (11-3). fl raa 1*. 10. (D 
Grteseh) Tote: £14.90; CSLia C1.TO. Dual F: 
£9.40. CSF: £2137. 

1.48 (2m If Hdte)i 1, HEAD POfl 
HEAVEN, G Bradley (9-4): 2, dtehm^er 
■tow (evens lav); 3, Vitro (25-1). 6 ran. 3, 
dbL (R Hoad) Tote: £3.60; £2.ia £1^0. Dual 
F;£1S0. CSF: £4.60. 


PLACEPOT: £1 7.40. QUUIPOhtlEL 

• Christopher Sporborg. a steward, 
banker and permit trainer, was yesterday 
nominated by the Jockey Club to succeed 
Lord Hanmgun on toe British Horatradng 
8oarU. He win take up hnnew pmUon from 
June 7 1996 ana serve for a period of tour 
year*. 
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Soccer 


Venables points to 

boys of summer 


David Lacey 


I F, FOR Terry Venables, 
England's friendly 
against Portugal at Wem- 
bley on Tuesday marks 
die end of the beginning, then 
surely the squad he an- 
nounced yesterday signifies 
the beginning of the end. 

Not, of course, in the finite 
sense so far as Venables's se- 
curity of tenure as England 
coach is concerned. That will 
rest, ultimately, on the suc- 
cess he achieves in the 1996 
European Championship, al- 
though a further meeting 
with Graham Kelly, the FA’s 
chief executive, will take 
place this month. 

No, it is the beginning of 
the end to which Venables 
was appointed to succeed Gra- 
ham Taylor nearly two years 
ago, namely to produce a 
national team capable once 
more of distinguishing itself 
In a major competition. As 
Euro '96 hosts, England will 
be expected to put up a 
reasonable show and it would 
take a highly plausible hard- 
luck story to excuse a failure 
to reach the semi-finals. 

The significance of the 
squad for the Portugal game 
lies in its settled appearance. 
Allowing for injuries or dras- 
tic loss of form, and the prob- 
able return of Dairen Ander- 
ton once he has fully 
recovered from his groin 
problems, Venables will be 
selecting his final squad for 
the European Championship 
from a list bearing a close 
resemblance to the 23 names 
announced yesterday. 

For Euro '96, Venables will 
be allowed 20 players and a 
spare (ie third-choice) goat 
keeper. This means that for a 
three-week, 16-nation tourna- 


ment England, like their 
rivals, will e ff ecti ve ly choose 
their outfield men from a rel- 
atively slim pool of 18. 

Venables would have liked 
to be able to cover every posi- 
tion with a squad of 22, plus 
the extra goalkeeper, but will 
now have to take the versatil- 
ity of such players as Gary 
Nevi lle, Gareth Southgate, 
David Platt, Robert 1^ . Den- 
nis Wise and Steve Stone into 
greater consideration. 

With Nick Bannby always 
l&ely to be recalled once he 
was fit, the latest England 
party is largely unchanged 
from the squad Venables 
picked for last month's match 
against Switzerland, when a 
3-1 victory distinguished by 
the performance of Stone and 
the obvious rapport between 
Alan Shearer and Teddy Sher- 
togham quelled the rising 
criticism after the barren 
game in Norway. 

As a cast list for Euro *96. 
the squad is as revealing for 
its absentees as for those still 
present. Venables insisted 
yesterday that the door 
remained open for other play- 
ers, such as Arsenal’s Paul 
Marson, but implied that bar- 
ring injuries those in posses- 
sion would <?it$ considerable 

ah Wing 

Th us Paul Ince looks like 
remaining in the limbo he im- 
posed oh himself by with- 
drawing from the thnhro Cup. 
and even the eternal John 
Barnes now appears beyond 
recall. Gary Pallister Is out 
for the moment with back 
trouble, giving Steve Howey 
another chance, but only a 
serious outbreak of elm dis- 
ease among the centre-backs 
will see Steve Bo old and Neil 
Ruddock back in favour. The 
midfield looks Batty-proof. 

The mein speculation about 


the side Venables is due to an- 
nounce on Monday will con- 
cern the likelihood of the in- 
form, goal-hungry Les 
Ferdinand being given a 
game, and how this might he 
done without denying 
Shearer a last chance this 
year to end his goalless inter- 
national sequence, which has 
now lasted a season-and-a- 
half 

With a frill Premiership 
programme this weekend, 
and a day less for players to 
recover from any injuries, 
Venables will be lucky if he 
avoids any withdrawals. 
Should everyone survive, toe 
team could be: Seaman; 
G Neville, Adams, Howey. Le 
Saux; Stone, Lee, Gascoigne. 
Barmby; Sheringham. 
Shearer- 

After Portugal, England 
will not play again until Feb- 
ruary. Possible opponents 
will only e me r ge once Vena- 
bles has seen what the Euro- 
pean Championship draw 
brings him on Sunday week. 

A New Year get-together 
will be followed by warm-up 
games jn February, March, 
April and May, and Venables 
then plans to play two 
matches abroad during the 
final run-in to Euro '96. 

• Sunderland's striker David 
Kelly has ankle trouble and 
has withdrawn from the 
Republic of Ireland squad far 
the European Championship 
play-off against Holland at 
Anfield next Wednesday. 

■NOLAND SOUJUk ttneiwi (Amend). 
N««trt (Blackburn I, Walker 
(Tottenham); a lute (Man UW). J — « 
(Liverpool), Ad e em ( Arsenal Ho way 
(NewcMitoj. IV— (Nottingham F). Lm 
Sou (Blackburn). Soothgete (As ion 
VKta), Mdr (OPR), tern (Nottngnsfn 
F). tlsibn^ir (Liverpool). Rate (Arsenal). 
Q— nd flW (Rangers), Lac (Newcastle}, 
McManaroan (Liverpool), Wlaa 
(Chelsea). Ferdlneed (Newcastle). 
Baardalay (Newcastle). Barmby 
(Mkfdtesoraugh). tlheiinjbeiw (Totten- 
ham). Tbaarir (Blackburn). 


Wimbledon plans get lukewarm reception 


Fife put a brake 
on Dublin move 


V ■ MIMBLEDON may face 
Uf opposition from the 
V V world governing body 
Fifa to their plan for a bold 
move to Dublin. 

The Premiership club's 
owner Sam Hammam is con- 
sidering relocating Wimble- 
don but permission would be 
required from Fifa, the Foot- 
ball Association and the Foot- 
ball Association of Ireland. 

A' Fifa spokesman Keith 
Cooper confirmed: “Wimble- 
don couldn't go ahead with 
this until we gave our agree- 
ment We have heard nothing 
about it officially but on what 
we have learned through the 
media there would appear to 
be no compelling reasons erf a 
humanitarian or security na- 
ture for the move. We would 
be concerned on grounds erf 
precedent and continuity.” 

Fifa has been confronted 
with similar cases in the 
United States but nothing 
quite like Hammam's shock 
plan to uproot Wimbledon 
from their ground-share ar- 
rangement at Crystal Palace 
and switch Premiership fix- 
tures across the Irish sea. 

The Premier League and 
the FA have not been ap- 
proached but Hammam 
claims support from several 
Irish businessmen and the 
rock band U2 for the move 
which could involve a new 
£70 million stadium home for 
Ireland's national team. 


Members of a Manchester- 
based consortium met in Bar- 
celona yesterday to discuss 
plans for a takeover of First 
Division Portsmouth. The six- 
man group. headed by a busi- 
nessman. Warren Smith, met 
to finalise plans for their bid 
and will meet Portsmouth's 
chairman Martin Gregory for 
further negotiations later this 
week. 

The group first made an 
offer for the club at the begin- 
ning of last month when their 
£400,000 bid was dismissed by 
Gregory, who described the 
consortium as “Mickey 
Mouse people”. 

But the two groups held a 
successful meeting last week 
and they are now hopeful that 
a deal can be agreed before 
Christmas. 

Arsenal's Women’s Premier 
League game against Liver- 
pool has been chosen as Eng- 
land’s contribution to the 
United Nations' 50th Anniver- 
sary celebrations on Satur- 
day. All national associations 
have been invited to desig- 
nate, matches in each of the 24 
time-zones to create a series 
of matches simultaneously 
around the globe. 

The Football Association 
has chosen the repeat of last 
year’s Women's Cup final, 
which Arsenal won 3-2, and 
the Londoners have agreed to 
allow Highbury to be used for 
the event. 


McKimmie escapes prosecution 


S TEWART McKIMMIE, 
the Aberdeen captain 
and Scotland full-back, is 
off the hook. 

Glasgow’s Procurator 
Fiscal asked police for a 
report on the incident nine 
minutes into last Satur- 
day’s Premier Division 
match at Firblll in which 
McKimmie was sent off for 
allegedly elbowing Particle 
Thistle’s Callum Milne. But 
crown officials said yester- 
day that “the Procurator 


Fiscal intends to take no 
fixrther action”. 

McKimmi e is suspended 
tonight, when Aberdeen 

meet Kilmarnock. 

Evert on are so confident 
that today’s judicial review 
will suspend the remaining 
suspension on Duncan Fer- 
gnson that they have re- 
arranged a reserve game 
against Newcastle at Good- 
ison for tomorrow night to 
give the big striker a badly 
needed run out. 
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Bolton make 
a move for 
Sellars 


e OLTON WANDERERS 
yesterday strengthened 
their struggling Premier- 
ship squad when they com- 
pleted the £760,000 signing 
of the Newcastle midfielder 
Scott Sellars. 

Another midfield player, 
Plymouth's Wayne Bur- 
nett, completed a £100,000 
move after two months on 
trial at Bnmden Park. 

The 30-year-old Sellars is 
expected to make his Pre- 
miership debut in Satur- 
day's home match against 
Liverpool. He had been un- 
able to regain a regular 
place at St James' Park 
after being sidelined for 
most of last season with a 
knee ligament injury which 
required surgery. 

He is returning for a 
second spell in Lancashire 
after spending six seasons 
with Blackburn Rovers. 

Birmingham City’s man- 
ager Barry Fry has agreed a 
fee with Barcelona for the 
D anis h international mid- 
fielder Ronnie Ekelund, a 
day after announcing that 
the deal had collapsed. 

Fry hopes to sort out per- 
sonal details with the 23- 
year-old Ekelund tomorrow 
morning. Southampton had 
had first reffcsal on the 
player, whom they signed 
on loan last season. 

• Leicester’s manager 
Marie McGhee failed to ap- 
pear at a meeting at Filbert 
Street yesterday, increas- 
ing speculation that be is 
about to join Wolves. 


Results 


Tennis 


ORAKD sum CUR (Munich): nm 
iMte B Steak (Zttni « 7 Muster < Aotf 
7-6. 2-6. 0-1. B Back it (Gar) b! C Pioline 
iFr) 6-1. 6-7. 9-7: J ENfagh INethJ bt M 
Chang (US| 7-6, 6-3. 


Basketball 


NAAx Boston 121. Miami 120 lot), Denver 
85. Detroit 82. 


Cricket 


FOURTH ONE-DAY IHTBRMA'nOMJU. 

(Lucknow i India Woman (132-1). England 
Wdnten < 131-9). India Women won by dne 
wtcftete series etanda 2-2. 


American Football 

NFIi Detroit 27. CWcagg 7. 

Ice Hockey 

MCLr NY Rarrgere 5. Anafteun 1. 

Snooker 


GERMAN OPEN iFranWuri): Ft 
K Doherty lire) MD Reynolds (Eng) 5-3: J 
Pir a te (Enel bt U Clark (Eng) 6-2: D 
Moram (Wales) M B Sn addon (Sect) 5-4; 
J Higgins (Scoi! M C Small (Scot) S-2: S 
Haorfry (Scot) bt J Sara, I (Ml 5-2: N — 
(Eng) M W Thorne (Ena) 5-tt P " 

(Eng) bt Y Merchant (bid) 6-2. 


Fixtures 


PJO unless anted) 

Soccer 

ATTVE MATCH; FA XI V ICS 


FL XI. 

EUROPEAN CUP CHAMPION*' 
LCMUB droop Br Blackburn v Rosen- 
borg BK. droop Ci Boniaaia Dortmund v 
Rangers. 

BELL’S SCOTTISH UAOlHb Premier 
Phdolnni Aberdeen v KHmamock. 
UNIBOND LEAdUEa First Dtwislasi 
Leigh v Warrington To. 

BCAZKH homes mwWTl So u thern 
P Mn lms Fareham Tn v Newport IOW Dr 
Merten Cop a S e c o n d ruofKfa Foraat Gm 
Rvis v Newport AFC: Paget Rngrs * Gree- 
ley Rvrs: SaH&bury C v Dorchester Tn. 
M-W COUNTIES LEAOUE- First «*- 
W o m Mantwidi Tn v Ktdagron Atn. Area- 
cot » SKeHneredaie Utd. 

FEDERATION BiaWKHY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: Ftrd DtvMoo: BiliMgtiam Syn 
• wtucwum. Epptewn CW v West Auck- 
land: Fenytilll A»» v Tow La* Tn 




Brothers in farms Eric Cantona (left) listens to hie brother Joel at the premifere in Marseille of Le Bonheur Est Dans Le Pre phctographlbows horvat 


Cameras catch Cantona in the act 


Alex Duval Smith reports from Auch, where a few well-chosen 
words made a lasting impression on film and upon the locals 


E RIC CANTONA may 
seem an unlikely hero 
in France's most de- 
vout rugby union 
region, where “the Red Dev- 
ils” is the nickname of the 
local XV and the second most 
important sport is eating foie 
gras and drinking armagnac. 

“We do have a football team 
but it is somewhere In the 
third division." said David, 
barman of Le France cafe. 
Last summer. Cantona sat at 
his bar watching British foot- 
ball on Eurosport 
If Cantona makes more 
money this year out of per- 
sonal appearances than play- 
ing for Manchester United, a 
new French film which was 
shot here and in which he fea- 
tures will have something to 
dowithit 

Le Bonheur Est Dans Le 
Pre (Happiness Is In The 
Glade), which opens in 
France today, has already 
been sold to 13 countries, 
though not yet to Britain. 

Directed by Etienne Chati- 
iiez, who made his name five 
years ago with the black 
comedy Tatie Danielle, it 
stars Michel Serrault and 


Carmen Maura. But the come- 
dy's pre-release success has 
little to do with the presence 
of the veteran actor nor that 
of Pedro Almodovar's favour- 
ite actress. 

It is Cantona — who has 
half a dozen lines and is men- 
tioned in tiny print on a pro- 
motional poster featuring a 
gaggle of geese — who has 
made all the dtifarenro- He 
has brought hopes of a tourist 
boom to the Gers departermnt 
and football on to the televi- 
sion screen at Le France. 

Since Cantona sat at his bar 
in June. David, the 25-year- 
old barman, has joined a foot- 
ball team. “Cantona is a hero 
here now. After the kung-fii 
incident, the autograph hunt- 
ers were a little reticent but 
Cantona was very patient 
specially with the children.” 
he said. 

But the film makers played 
on Cantona's roguish reputa- 
tion and even wrote a Nike 
saleswoman into the script 
What Is more, they made him 
portray a rugby player. 

The story centres on the es- 
cape to the countryside of a 
stressed lavatory manufac- 


turer from eastern France 
(Serrault). 

Cantona plays Lionel a 
rough local lad who is mar- 
ried and has two children but 
has fallen in love with Puce, 
the daughter of the lavatory 
manufacturer, and marfa her 
pregnant. Joel Cantona, 
Eric’s brother who in real life 
plays for Olympique de Mar- 
seille. appears as Nano, an 
ambulance driver. 

At T6l6ma, the film’s dis- 
tributor in France, a spokes- 
woman rather unconvinc- 
ingly despaired of the interest 
in the Cantona brothers. “We 
are trying to keep their roles 
secret so that when they ap- 
pear it is a surprise for the 
audience.” she said. 

But that does not stop the 
film's director from praising 
Cantona's acting talents in 
promotional blurbs for the 
film. “Eric stands in front of 
that camera like he is about 
to hit a penalty. His motiva- 
tion is total and you can see 
him thinking, 'Shit I've got to 
score’. He is a natural who is 
truthful like a character out 
of Pagnol” says Chatiliez. 

The comparison with a Pag- 


nol character Is accurate. In 
his half-dozen lines of dia- 
logue, Cantona is unable to 
shake off his strong Marseille 
accent even though he is play- 
ing a country lad from the 
south-west of France. 

Cantona's venture into the 
cinema is not his first acting 
role. This year, apart from the 
British Nike advertisement, 
he has made a series of 
French television commer- 
cials for Bic razors. In the lat- 
est, all he wears is a pink 
showercap. 

He is currently on most 
French bus stops, advertising 
a compilation compact disc to 
raise money for Aids 
research. The caption reads: 
“It is more important to buy 
this record than to win the 
French league." 

Like Cantona, Yves Guerin, 
a 48-year-old cafe manager in 
Eauze. west of Auch. got his 
first acting break in Le Bon- 
heur Est Dans Le Pre. He has 
two lines more than the 
footballer. 

Guerin said Cantona was 
great to work with. “He is a 
man of few words. In the film. 

I serve him a glass of white 
wine. Off the set he was very 
quiet, particularly when 
there were lots of fans 
around.” Guerin did not hear 
Cantona mention sardines . 


but added: "Sometimes it was 
hard to work out what he was 
saying. In the film he stuck 
rigidly to his lines, but off set 
he had a tendency to 
mumble.” 

Claude B£taille. the assis- 
tant mayor of Auch, knows 
just why- he loves Cantona. 
“The film is going to be great 
publicity for the town and the 
region. 1 was afraid it would 
caricature French country 
life but it treads a fine line 
and, on the whole, steers clear 
of stereotypes." ■ 

Georges, the 50-year : old 
barman at Auch’s four-star 
Hotel de France, where the 
cast dined during filming In 
June and July, was proud to 
have met Cantona. “But you 
know." he said, “we get lots ctf 
stars here. They come to eat 
at the restaurant and sing at 
the opera festival Fifteen 
years ago we had Steve 
McQueen here. Now there 
was a star for you.” 

• Eric Cantona has been 
voted the most hated person 
in football in a poll among 
fanzine editors conducted by 
the soccer magazine Four- 
FourTwo. Two other Man- 
chester United personalities 
appear in the poll's top 10. the 
manager Alex Ferguson com- 
ing third and the midfielder 
Roy Keane seventh. 


Champions League: Group matches, final round 


Big freeze may put paid to Rangers 


R ANGERS* final Cham- 
pions League against 
Borussia Dortmund 
tonight may fall foul of the 
weather and the Germans' 
failure to invest in undersoil 
heating. 

Walter Smith’s players 
trained in sub-zero tempera- 
tures on a rock hard pitch 
yesterday and. with more 
snow forecast overnight, a 


postponement seemed likely. 

“It will depend on how 
much snow there is over- 
night. If the pitch is not regu- 
lar then the match will be 
postponed,” said Uefa’s match 
observer. 

Blackburn go into their 
final Champions League 
match against Rosenborg at 
Ewood Park without eight 
first-team players. 


Top of the missing list are 
Graeme Le Saux and David 
Batty, who are both banned 
following their bout of fisti- 
cufife in Moscow last month. 
Colin Hendry is also 
suspended. 

Blackburn, bottom of their 
group with just one point and 
one goal, also have their 
recent signings Lars Bohinen, 
Billy McKinlay. Graham Fen- 


ton and Niklas Gudmundsson 
ineligible. “Despite our selec- 
tion problems we will not be 
changing the system — we 
have enough worries without 
doing that,” said Ray Harford. 

Blackburn’s only European 
goal came In the defeat in 
Norway. “We haven’t done as 
well as we would have hoped 
in Europe, but everyone at 
the club is a little bit wiser for 


the experience. You have to 
learn as you go along.” 

• Juventus were forced home 
from Romania yesterday after 
their charter aircraft to Bu- 
charest, where they are due to 
play Steaoa tonight, was di- 
verted because of snow. The 
Italians will return today if 
the city’s airport reopens. If 
not the game will be re-staged 
next Wednesday. 


RWim LEAOUE: FVeti Latxfe v Man 
Utd (7M OMHite v D«by (7 W. Second: 
Aston Villa v Leicester (7.0T Barnsley « 
Sunderland (7.0i, Blackpool v MkJdlcs- 
brougti 17 0) Dm Bury « Doncaster 
(7.0;: Ca/lKle v WakuN (tat. C newer y 
Wrevltam <7 01: Darlington v Scarborough 
(6301: Wigan v Scunttiotpe (701. Shrews- 
bury v Stadoort (7 Ol 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION! 
Rm DhMom Brighton v Swindon (S O). 
Tottenham v Bmtol C. Charlton v MHIwaR 
iTbi: Crystal Palace v OPR (7 Oj: v 

Chelsea Luton * Bristol Rvrs: Norwich V 
Arsenal. Qdord Utd v Southampton, Wet 
lord v Wimbledon. Iirnnrt P Mel o ro Bath 
v Torquay: Cardltt v Swansea <2.0) 
SPRING HEATH PRINT CAPITAL 
LEAOUE, Camboege Utd « Sultan utd: 
Reading v West Ham Uta: Wokingham Tn <r 
Crawley Tn. Wycombe v Gillingham. 
Southend UM v Brantford 
LEAGUE OF WALES* Conwy v Cornell's 
Quay Cmm Qrcaap Oom Round Oom C»- 
maes Bay « Caernarfon Tn. Qrom Hew 
Hotatd Gw Ebbw Vale v Ton Psnlre. 
COUNTY ANTNIM SHIELD, Sec on d 
rount b Ards v Crusaders. Carrie* v Porta- 
down. Glentoran v Ballymena: Lame v 
Glenavon. 


Rugby Union 


FIVE NATIONS HEMEXBN CUP, Peal 

Cz Leinster v Pontypridd (7.15. Laradowne 
fldj. 


ONSHP Seothsh Exiles v Edinburgh 01*1 
(5.0, Richmond* North a Uidtandsv Glas- 
gow DM 17.0. KttcaMyl. 

FOUR COUNTIES CHAMPlOMTIUPi Glr 
Birmingham v Shropshire (Mosoley). 
ROYAL NAVY cwi Fhwfe Royal Marines 
(Plymouth) v Naval Air Command C30. 
Burnaby Rd. Portsmouth!. 


Rugby League 


STONES CENTENARY CHAMPION- 
SHIP: Second Division, Hunsiet r 
Barrow. 

TOUR MATCH, Cumbria U-1B v Australian 
Scnootooy iWhitahaysn). 


Basketball 


BUDWEISEH LEAGUE, Birmingham v 
Derby (7.15); Letoester u Manchester (B.O), 
Worthing v London (0.0) 


• The Inter nattonai Olympic Committee 
yesterday formal ry approved snowboard- 
tng as a medals event starling with (he 
1996 Nagano Winter. Games. The IOC di- 
rector -general Francois Carrard said bib 
new sport wouta include medals lor mon 
and women m trie slalom and haiftiipo 
events. Slalom Is similar to the skiing 
overt white m halfpipe, participants per- 
form aerials and other tricks sliding up 
and down an arena in the shape o) a large 
pipe sliced lengthwise 


Olympic Games 


Atlanta 26 up 
on Barcelona 


Jk RECORD 195 nations have 
#%confinsed they will com- 
pete at the Olympics in At- 
lanta next summer, surpass- 
ing the previous high of 169 at 
the 1992 Games in Barcelona. 

North Korea and Afghani- 
stan were the only countries 
not to reply to the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee's 
formal invitations by the No- 
vember 15 deadline. 

Afghanistan did not com- 
pete at Barcelona due to the 
long-running civil war and 
the country remains tom by 
internal strife. North Korea 
sent a team in 1992 alter boy- 
cotting for political reasons 
the 1988 Games in Seoul and 
the 1984 Los Angeles Olym- 
pics, but it has gone deeper 
into isolation since the death 
last year erf its long-time 
leader Kim n Sung. 

The IOC executive meeting 
in Karuizawa, Japan, also an- 
nounced that it viewed as 
“too severe” the International 
Swimming Federation's 
recent decision to double the 
suspension for first-time ste- 
roid positives to four years. 

“We must give penalties 
but they must not be so 
severe for an athlete to be vir- 
tually banned from taking 
part in future events,” said 
the IOC board member Dick 
Pound. “This Is a question of 
somebody becoming more 
Catholic than the Pope.” 


Ice Hockey 


Moria is ready 
to face Danes 


VkBatdwIdm- 


S TEVE MORIA, Cardiff’s 
Canadian-born forward, is 
one. of nine new names in a 
34-man squad announced yes- 
terday by the Great Britain 
coach Peter Woods for next 
Wednesday's match against 
Denmark at Milton Keynes. 

Moria has received his Brit- 
ish passport store Britain 
beat the Netherlands 4-1 in 
their first Olympic qualifying 
tournament game to October. 
Woods believes Moria's expe- 
rience will be crucial in the 
attempt to reach the 1988 Win- 
ter Games in Nagano. 

"It’s imperative we get a 
result against Denmark on 
our home ice because after 
that we have three games on 
Hie road, going to Switzer- 
land, Slovenia and then Den- 
mark," said Woods. The 
Danes have already beaten 
Slovenia 4-2. 


SQUADt N atm] ndert ■ Lyto (Cartllll). 
Foal mr (DufUn), O'Connor 
(Nottingham). Morrtoen (BastngalokB) 
Dot, 


(all Cart Iff), Laricb, (Swindon). 
IBaalngstoks). Woghont [Nottingham], 
Tn Hn ,. Fo l d (botn Milton Kayntt). 
Meow (Ournarn). "Minp (Humborslda). 
KurteatMOh (Qutldlord). Llndaay 
(MarKIwsUr). F or wa rd a. Morgan. ToH, 
A dai . Hnt (alt Nottingham), cardan 
(Hurtborsfdai, Eoote (Milton Koynnj. 
C o w w ai (Baalngotaka). Me E wow, Mori*, 
Caepar (all Cardltt). Plomnor, 


Crmkn, CNna ^ Sheffloldl. South, 


Shaw, Johnson (aU Dunum). Montaon, 
Chard, Pag* (all Basingstoke). 


Sport and Education 


Athletes cast doubt on 
Major’s academy plan 


John Duncan 


■■■HE £100 million Academy 
m of Sport, designed to nur- 
ture Britain's elite athletes, 
came a step closer yesterday 
when the Sports Council 
started its two-raonth consul- 
tation with athletes and gov- 
erning bodies on exactly what 
the academy should be. The 
first thing it will find is that 
elite athletes think the idea is 
misguided. 

The Government’s intention 
to create an academy, mod- 
elled largely on the Australian 
one in Canberra, was an- 
nounced by John Major in the 
back garden of 10 Downing 


Street in July. The Govern- 
ment wants a high-profile, cen- 


tralised academy where the 
best of the best in all sports are 
hot-housed to greatness, Ma- 
jor’s pre-election sporting leg- 
acy to the nation. 

But yesterday two top ath- 
letes rejected the plan in that 
form. “If their model Is Aus- 
tralia.” said Greg Searle, an 
Olympic gold medallist In 
rowing in 1992. “then they 
will be IS years out of date by 
the time it is built, because 
that was set up in 1383.” - - 

Top athletes would prefer a 
strengthening of the regional 
network of specialist centres 
such as Lilleshall . (gymnas- 
tics, youth football cricket 


archery); Crystal Palace (box- 
ing. swimming); Bisham 
Abbey (weightlifting, tennis, 
hockey); Plas y Brenin 
(mountaineering); and Holme 
Pierrepom (water sports* 

“We accept that there is a 
shortfall in facilities,” said 
Gavin Stewart the chairman 
of the athletes’ commission of 
the British Olympic Associa- 
tion. "but we don’t think that 
the answer is a big centre 
where everyone goes on 
scholarships.” 

That view is backed by the 
1993 survey of Olympic- com- 
petitors conducted by the ath- 
letes' commission which 
showed support for national 
centres for different sports in 
a variety of regions, with an 
administrative “hub”. This is 
the approach the Sports 
Council privately endorses, 
which should make the two- 
month consultation process 
to the January 31 * deadline 
most interesting. 

“The Australians started 
with a central huh and have 
since realised they need a net- 
work of regional centres,” 
said, Derek Casey, the Sports 
Council chief executive. “We 
have the regional centres but 
need to build the hub.” 
Candidates for the academy 
include Sheffield, Notting- 
ham. Loughborough, the Uni- 
versity Of Sussex, Nottingham 
and Bath/Bristol. 
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^Hke Atherton was in the doghouse 1 8 months 
390- Mike Sefvey on a favour returned 




abo^have^made a better fist of ' 

stead, with the memorable ex- *' ' *•?:.'• 

ception of Dominic Cork, who SfiR ' 

has already matured into one V-\- :•? 

of the Teat world's best strike W j3k WF A M 

trawlers^ thj^shone like a ^ T^T •* 

^ ^ ^ 

next year's Wbrid Cup* England’s dynamic duo . . . pondering who will get whom oat of trouble next frank baron 






SPORTS NEWS 15 

Sri Lanka’s 
master spinner 
faces ultimate 
‘chucker’ test 


F UNNY how the wheel 

srrT^My 

18 months ago. in the 

isilli 

1 * 1 ?^ ^ 0311 '* quits 
five '^ attmg out the final 
five sessions to save a Test 

Jat was dead and buried 
Atherton has returned the 

favpiu- with knobs oiT ™ 

ki3Si y min °™ o nh himself 

bS|v h? U e h °! W mUCh Credi ' 
^ ^V 35 .sole selector and 
strategist, stood to lose 

“ al'S??! 1 ' s<*°nd 
"T 1 at The Wanderers and 
once again been condemned to 1 
chasing the opposition rather 
than dictating the terms 
«e got me out of jail •* 
Illingworth admitted. For a 
“an .as adept at deflecting 
criticism as soaking up plau- 
dits, that is quite something 
to say. Maybe the truth is that 
me chairman was trying too 
hard to be shrewd when he 
made his pre-match recce of 
tn^ pitch in Johannesburg, to 
sped something no one else 
had noticed when there was 
nothing there to see. 

So he fell dampness to a 
degree that failed to material- 
ise. and sappy “live" grass 
where only a matting of 
parched brown stuff covered 
the Test strip. So he flew in 
the face of all impartial ad- 
viefe and selected a battery of 
pace bowlers, which com- 
pelled Atherton to bowl first 
when he won the toss. 

Atherton probably suspected 
the strategy was wrong even as 
he implemented it. And after 
four days, in which England 
had been outplayed compre- 


Rugby Union 


bensively. he knew for sure 
and so did his team. Not just a 
match but perhaps a series 
was being lost. 

"1 felt 1 owed them after 
waning the toss and shoving 
South Africa in," Atherton 
said after he had unbuckled 
his pads on Monday evening. 
No captain has ever been 
truer to his obligation, and it 
must have been as uplifting to 
his team’s morale as it was 
depressing to South Africa’s. 

Hansie Cronje's team 
should clearly have won. 
With a last-day pitch still of 
some pace and reduced to a 
crazy paving of moving plate- 
lets separated by cracks large 
enough for one Journalist to 
drop his Biro down, the South 
Africans had the conditions 
and the attack to bowl any 
side out in five sessions. 

Had they held some catches 
they probably would have r un I 
1 through England. Instead 
they came out of a second 
successive Test on the receiv- 
ing end. and that may do self- 
belief serious harm. It will 
take a huge effort on the part 
of Bob Woolmer and Team 
South Africa — that posse of 
experts in any field you care 
to mention in connection 
with cricket — to restore 
spirits before the third Test 
starts in Durban a week 
tomorrow. South Africa may 
have missed the bus. 

England, though, also have 
cause for concern. The monu- 
mental effort by Atherton and 
Jack Russell — who even now 
is probably sketching out a 
rough draft for a painting of 
their partnership, with as 
much gusto as he has been 
seeking out the Boer War 
battlefields — has bought 
England time and heart But 
it cannot mask the shoddy 
cricket they played. 




S 7- • 

■ \ : 




ifisas 


*v » 


David Hopps in 

Sydney on Muttiah 
Muralidaran’s likely 
trial by video 


S RI LANRA's controver- 
sial off-spinner Muttiah 
Mural idaran must try to 
ride out a "throwing" storm 
against Australia in the Test 
in Perth this week while the 
man who first alerted the ICC 
to disquiet about his action is 
sitting in judgment as the 
match referee. 

Graham Dowling was the 
New Zealand board's chief ex- 
ecutive who sanctioned the 
forwarding of video evidence 
which was said to show that 
Muralidaran's action was ille- 
gal. after his five wickets had 
bowled Sri Lanka to victory 
in Napier in March. 

That video was sent to the 
ICC. and then confidentially 
passed on to the Sri Lankan 
authorities with a request 
that Muralidaran’s action — 
an unusual back-of-the-hand 
delivery with cocked wrist 
and bent arm — be “tidied 
up". 

Ominously, nine months 
later. Dowling assumes com- 
mand of Australia's three- 
Test series against Sri Lanka 
with Muralidaran's action 
again under severe scrutiny. 
At least one Australian um- 
pire, Tony McQuillan, ex- 
pressed official doubts in his , 
report after the tourists' open- 
ing match in Mackay against 
Queensland. 

For three years Murali- 
daran. 23. the only T amil in 
the Sri Lanka side, has at- 
tracted equal amounts of 
praise and notoriety. Since 
his debut against Australia 
three years ago his 78 victims 
have made him Sri Lanka's 
leading Test wicket-taker, but 
his career has now reached a 
critical stage. Sri Lanka 
remain convinced of his 
legality. 

Although the onus remains 
with the umpires to no-ball a 
player for throwing. Dowl- 
ing’s advice could become 
crucial. It would be a coura- 
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England are ready for Dawson to deliver 


geo us, or foolhardy, umpire 
who took such punitive 
action in international 
cricket these days without 
consultations over video evi- 
dence with the appointed 
match referee. 

David Richards, the ICC's 
chief executive, said yester- 
day: "If the umpires express 
their doubts to the match ref- 
eree. then the referee has the 
opportunity to make video 
evidence available. They can 
then study the film together 
and maybe clear up some 
doubts in their mind. This 
can be done quietly and with- 
out too much toss. 

“Considering whether a 
player throws or not may 
only come down to an uneasy 
feeling about one or two balls 
in a day's play. It is not al- 
ways clear-cut. 

"This procedure was fol- 
lowed with regard to Murali- 
daran in Napier earlier this 
year. In the end. though, the 
onus is on the umpires." 

In fact it was only Dowl- 
ing's intervention, under 
strong pressure from New 
Zealand's captain Ken Ruth- 
erford and team manager 
John Reid, which forced the 
ICC to become involved. The 
Kiwis’ attempts to lodge a 
protest with the match refer- 
ee in Napier, Barry Jarman, 
had failed when Jarman ruled 
that be had no power to act 
because he had received no 
official representations from 
the umpires. 

The Pakistani umpire 
Khizar Hayat is the neutral 
umpire who will officiate in 
Perth. Dickie Bird, who stood 
in the last two Pakistan Tests 
here, must be relieved that he 
is off back to Barnsley. 

The umpires' reports over 
Muralidaran's action after 
the Queensland match are 
seen as outside the ICC's 
jurisdiction because no match 
referee was in attendance. As 
such. McQuillan's reserva- 
tions will be considered by 
the Australian board's umpir- 
ing manager. Tony Crafter. 

His comments are unlikely 
to cause anything other than 
smoke — but then how adept 
will Dowling be at reading the 
signals? 


Robert Armstrong on three possible 
team changes by Jack Rowell tonight 


T HE compelling form of 
Matt Dawson, Lawrence 
Dallaglio and Graham 
Rowntree at club and repre- 
sentative level seems likely to 
win places for all three in the I 
England team to be an- 
nounced tonight for next 
week's international against 
Western Samoa. 

The Samoans’ second visit 
to Twickenham — they beat 
London Division there last 
week — offers the manager 
Jack RowelJ his last chance to 
experiment before En gla nd 's 
Five Nations Championship 
opener against France in 
Paris on January 20. 

Dawson may have clinched 
his first cap last Saturday 
when Rowell saw the North- 
ampton scrum-half inspire 
the Midlands to a crushing 
victory over -the Samoans at 
Leicester. An experienced 
A international. Dawson 
showed the willingness to use 
a Aide range of options that 
was conspicuously missing 
from Kyran Brackens i»rfor- 
tnance against South Africa 
in /the world champions 
recent win at Twickenham. 


To be fair. Bracken is only 
one of half a dozen players 
who would have no grounds 
for complaint if they were 
dropped after their poor 
showing against the Spring- 
boks. The Bath forwards Vic- 
tor Ubogu and Andy Robin- 
son are likely to be replaced 
respectively by Rowntree, the 
bolder of three caps, and Dal- 
Iagiio, who made his interna- 
tional debut as a replacement 
in toe South Africa game. 
Ubogu’s place has been on toe 
line since' the opening games 
of last summer’s World Cup. 

England's entire back div- 
ision, with the honorable 
exception of Damian Hopley 
on toe wing, will be on proba- 
tion when they face the hard- 
hitting Samoans. Their collec- 
tive failure to maintain crisp, 
accurate handl ing in the face 
of fierce Springbok tackling 
has cast serious doubt on 
England's capacity to develop 
an expansive 15-man game. 
No player will be called upon 
to justify himself under 
pressure more than Mike 
Catt, whose kicking and 
option-taking need a 50 per 






cent., improvement at least 

Rowell prefers to talk about 
“collective responsibility" 
after three successive defeats 

— England's worst sequence 
since 1987-88 — but another 
Twickenham failure on Satur- 
day week will inevitably raise 
questions about his future 
role. Like many managers/ 

I coaches who have forged a 
reputation with a highly suc- 
cessful club, Rowell is finding 
it difficult to translate his 
vision of toe game into an 
effective national unit 

For all its shortcomings the 
Divisional Championship has 
provided a showcase for a 
number of excellent players 

— forwards such as HflL Phil- 
lips and Diprose, backs such 
as Adebayo, Sttrapson and 
King. Yet toe conservative 
tactics the clubs employ in 
league and cup competitions 
do not prepare their players 
for the ambitious, all-purpose 
style Rowell wants to imple- 
ment No amount of training 
sessions at Marlow can trans- 
mute domestic dross into in- 
ternational gold. - 

RowelJ will choose his side 
from an elite squad of 30, hav- 
ing added nine players to toe 
21 picked for the Springboks 
game, but there is no guaran- 
tee that some of the brightest 


1 


talents have not slipped 
through the net The North 
flanker Neil Ashurst and the 
wing Jim MaUlnder have 
been widely regarded as the 
top performers in their posi- 
tions in divisional games, yet 
neither will even make up toe 
numbers at Marlow. 

With good reason toe North 
are also angry at the way the 
England A selectors have 
overlooked players who out- 
classed divisional opponents 
j who subsequently found 
favour. As the North team 
secretary Stan Bagshaw 
pointed out: “We have won 
both our games in the cham- 
pionship and some of our 
players have put in tremen- 
I dous displays yet we only 
have two men, Stbnpson and 
Naylor, in the A team. We 
completely outplayed the 
South-West, yet we have two 
men involved and they have 
six. I am very disappointed 
for our players." 

Inferior physical condition- 
ing is another aspect of Rag- 
land’s performance that 
Rowell must address sooner 
rather than later. At least half 
the England team were no 
match for toe Springboks in 
terms of driving power and 
ability to put a man down 
with a powerful tackle. 


The Samoans' recent de- 
feats by Cambridge Universi- 
ty and the Midlands may sug- 
gest they are second-rank 
opposition. However, . when 
their captain Pat Lam was 
asked what England could ex- 
pect at Twickenham, he was 


not joking when he replied 
with a monosyllable: "Pain." 
• The France flanker Phi- 
lippe Benetton is out of toe 
Five Nations Championship 
after breaking his right arm 
for the second time in six 
months. 


Four charged after Nagpur tragedy 

F OUR people have been ] land in Nagpur. The four, 
arrested on charges of remanded by a Nagpur court 


/ arrested on charges of 
negligence and causing nine 
deaths after a stadium wall 
collapsed during last 
month’s one-day match be- 
tween India and New Zea- 


land in Nagpur. The four, 
remanded by a Nagpur court 
on bail of 2,000 rupees (£37) 
each, include the stadium 
architect Anand Godse and 
contractor Srinivas Verne- 
kar and two cricket officials. 
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without Sky 

England 
would have 

lost... 




Forward in danger 


...Ubogu (left) ftomBovrotree 


Scrum-half tinder threat . . . Bracken (left) from Dawson 


H Zi I^.n Eurol>ean Cup: Swansea 22, Castres 10 

Williams the boot makes sure It Is All Whites on the night 

T^rtard's dismissal I liams. Swansea now added an j nously Casfres’s back row 
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Mike Atherton’s 
heroic and historic 
innings was covered 
ball by ball, live and 
exclusive by Sky TV. 

Only Sky has been 
prepared to invest 
over £45 mffion 
to bring you every 
England overseas 
test series live 
since 1990. 
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NO TURNING BACK 




Becker’s heroics keep Munich buzzing, page 13 


Venables settles on the old firm, page 14 


Jack Rowell’s triple dilemma, page 15 


Illingworth begins the post mortenv 



CROSSLEY HEROICS HELP CLARK’S MEN KEEP EUROPEAN HOPES ALIVE 


Uefa Cup, third round second teg: Lyon 0, Nottingham Forest 0 (agg: Q-1) 

Forest survive siege of Lyon 


Martin Thorpe In Lyon 


F OREST'S progress 
through Europe has 
been a route march 
more than an odys- 
sey. but another 
stoic performance on a coid 
Lyon evening took them into 
the warming embrace of the 
Ue fa Cup quarter-finals last 
night Once again Forest's de- 
fence refused to buckle under 
the weight of attack after 
attack and another clean 
sheet was enough to see the 
team through. 

The 1,000 or so Forest fans 
who made the journey over to 
strike-bound France, had 
been herded into a comer be- 
hind one goal with their 
Union flags draped tradition- 
ally over the perimeter fence 
as they anticipated another 
tense evening going down to 
the wire. 

They arrived to find a sur- 
prise in the Forest line-up: 
Howe thrown in at the deep 
end for this most Important of 
games. Though 22 years old, 
the Geordie was making only 
his fourth first-team stagt of a 
modest career that has been 
held back by what his man- 
ager calls “attitude 
problems”. 

With Roy injured. Forest 
needed someone to play up 
front with Lee and the favour- 
ite had been McGregor, 
scorer of the goal that beat 
Lyon at the City Ground. 

But the nod went to Howe, 
real name Stephen but known 
as Bobby for longer than any- 
one can remember. In fact it 
was nearly Howe who scored 
In the first leg. but his goal- 
bound shot was blocked by a 
Lyon hand. Howe hid to be 
content with winning the pen- 
alty’ tliat McGregor tucked 
away from the goalkeeper's 
parry. 

Having been denied that he- 
roic moment another passed 
him by after just five minutes 
last night when he snapped at 
a shot from a dangerous posi- 
tion on the edge of the Lyon 
area and watched, head in 
hands, as the ball skidded just 
wide of the French post. 

It was so nearly the early 
goal Forest were hoping to 
force by playing two up. in- 
stead of Lee alone and five in 
midfield. Had it gone in. Lyon 
would have needed three 
goals to win the tie. 

But it turned into a small 
crumb of comfort in a first 
half which Lyon went on to 
dominate as Forest found 
themselves in the familiar po- 
sition of the oppressed rather 
than the oppressor. 

Struggling in the French 



Stone alone . . . Nottingham Forest’s midfielder steals a march on Christophe Devaux last night 


first division, Lyon are 
renowned fbr blowing hot or 
cold, for example, losing i 
league games against modest ] 
domestic opposition but beat- 
ing Lazio in the last round of I 
this compeition. 

Maurice. Lyon's top league 
scorer with eight goals, was 
Forest's main tormentor be- 
fore the break. Crossley 
needed two attempts to hold 
on to the Frenchman's turn 


and shot in the area, Chettle 
got his body in the way of his 
eight-yard drive and then 
Maurice headed just wide 
from another worryingly dan- 
gerous position. 

Four minutes before the 
break Maurice was at it 
again. Crossley pushing his 
20-yard free-kick round the 
post, then seconds later mak- 
ing an instinctive parry from 
Bardon's six-yard flick 


Simply the best value 
this Christmas. I 



towards goal. Life in Forest's 
area, as it so often bas been 
on this European adventure, i 
was getting desperate. 

The second half brought no 
respite for Forest's over- 
worked back line. Bardon 
beading wide and yet another 
shot from Maurice, who had 
infiltrated to the six-yard line, 
blocked by a combination of 
Chettle and Woan. 

But then Cooper, such a 
cool presence amid Lyon's at- 
tacking fireworks, did a silly 
thing. He failed to stop a ball 
going for a throw and in frus- 
tration kicked the baB high 
into the stand. The result was 


a booking to add to the one he 
picked up in tiie first leg and 
an enforced absence from 
Forest's next European tie. 

But things were getting 
crazier in the Cooper's penal- 
ty area as Lyon mounted a 
bombardment reminiscent of 
the one Fbrest received in 
Auxerre in the last round. 

Giuly shot just over from 20 
yards and after a familiar pin- 
ball machine scramble in the 
area the Frenchman's eight- 
yard shot seemed bound to 
pass Crossley by but instead 
found the midriff of Chettle’s 
unflinching frame. 

On 72 minutes Clark 


PHOTOGRAPH: ANDY HEADING 

brought on Haaland for Gem- 
mill in an attempt to bring 
fresh strength to Forest's 
overrun midfield. It bad little 
immediate effect. Almost im- 
mediately Lyon worked the 
ball into Giuly about eight 
yards out and Crossley once 
more had to be at his best to 
push the 5 hot away and then 
thankfully watch as Bardon, 
following up, slammed the 
parry into the sidenetting. 

Lyoni Olmoia; Sassus. Kiremildpan, 
Moulin. Deplace, Roy. Devaux. Rlvenm. 
(Duly. Maurice. Bardon 
JfottintifMni FomD Crossley; Lytlle. 
Cooper. Ctierile. Pearce. Slone. Bart- 
Wllllama. Gemmill (Haaland. 77). Woan. 
Howo. Lee. 

Waf er— i M Van dor Ernie (Holland). 




Vjncent Hanna 

F OUR tries, a salvation, 
and a funeral. Let us 
speak of Blessed 
Michael of Didsbury. 
and how he ruined the reputa- 
tion of a saintlyman. 

X have had two ecstatic expe- 
riences. One lasted 643 min- 
utes, the other only seven 
seconds —yes, I heard that 
there is no need to be coarse, 

T was referring to Martin Of- 
fiah’s fourth try against the 
London Broncos, the one 
where be dribbled the ball soc- 
cer-style the length of the field. 

Anyway on Monday I was 
booked for a funeral Booked, 
that is, to drive Greg the vicar. 
We are working on a small 
project: he suggested I come 
along as he'd heard they did a 
nice tea. 

He was miserable when I 
picked him up. U A hundred 
and sixty-seven for four over- 
night, what a shambles,” he 
moaned. "Good day for a fu- 
neral," I replied heJpftiHy. 
“What's your text?" ‘ 'I soio Is- 
rael scattered upon the hills, os 
sheep that have not a shepherd. 
God rm depressed," he said. 

He had even checked out 
Hymn 167. It fitted the mood. 
Frail children of dust and fee- 
bleasfraU, in thee do we trust 
nor find thee to fail “That's 
the point,” he walled, “I don't 
really know lfin Him I do 
trust any more. Middle-order 
batting collapses are wreak- 
ing havoc with my faith." 

The journey over the downs 
progressed in glum silence. He 
forbade the radio. Then the 
car phone rang and tilings got 
noisy. "Vince, "trilled a fam- 
iliar voice. “It’s 256for five at 
lunch.” 


. He scrabbled in his Bible. 
“Here it is, yes. Daniel and 
dtthatiimeshoK Michael ' 
stand up... and thy people 
shall be delivered < . . many - 
shall run to caid fid. Oh thank .- 
you Lord!” 

The service at the cremate- - 
rimn was conducted with dig- 
nity and taste. After Hymn 167 
Greg told us not to be sad be-: 
cause God was pavilioned in ' 

splendour; “For our team,” he 
intoned, 1 ‘God wifi always be 
padded up and waiting to bat 
Our friend George has gone to 
the great pavilion in the sky." 

He sounded almost Boycott- 
like. “Who's George?" asked 
the woman beside me. *T 
. thought we were cremating 
MabeV I slipped out to nse 
the phone. 

“This will interest yon," I 
told the astonished Hugo. 
“Mike is 158 at tea, and do you 
know that the 159 is the oniy 
bus that goes past both Lord's 
and The Oval" 

“No it doesn't, they can- 
celled it," he snapped. "You’ve 
been talking to that strumpet 
Ursula HarlamL" 

I confessed that I bad con- 
sulted her. "How could you?” 
he wailed. “Now I won't tell 
you how Ijaz Ahmed forecast 
the majority to the next Gen- 
eral Election." And he hung 
up. 


G REG got through the 
rest of the ceremony 
and stood among the 
bewildered mourners 
impatiently murmuring words 
of comfort Another clergyman 
turned up and Greg quickly 
discovered (a) fhatAtherton 
had been batting fbr 10 hours 
(b) the furnace minder had Sky 
TV and (c) he bad berai officiat- 
ing at the wrong cremation. 
Even as we spoke his own cus- 
tomers were filing into the 
Chapel of Rest 
With a quids “cover for me 
will you old boy” he ran to the 
television set where th a final 
40 minutes unfolded. The 
Blessed Ursula (virgin, mar- _ 
tyr and cagoule) phoned to 
point out that Mike’s two in- 
nings had lasted 654 minutes 
— just what England had 
scored In the fourth timing s at 
Durban in 1939. 

Greg was beside himself — 
his favourite position during 
Ttest matches. Faith restored, 
he crafted new sermons and 
anthems. As the heroes 
reached the pavilion at 6.27, 
Greg sang Hymn 527 thou wast 
their rock their fortress and 
their might, thou Mike their 
captain in the well-fought 
fight. 

“You know, Greg," I said as 
I dropped him off “when all’s 
said and done, England only 
managed a draw.” He glared 
and went off muttering. 

I couldn’t help noticing the 
plague of locusts to the garden 


It I I UGO,” I said, “this 
LJ is not a good time 
I I for daft statistics. n 

I I “Atherton has bat- 

ted for 411 minutes, "he 
shouted, "and that just happens 
to be the total of the match- 
saving partnership between 
May and Cowdrey at Edgbas- 
ton in 1957 ... hello ... hello." 

I hung up and apologised for 
Hugo, who you will remember 
is an actuary with nothing bet- 
ter todo. Greg wasn’t listening. 
Sweat beaded his brow. He 
gazed heavenwards. “Forgive 
me Lord for doubting thee, 
thou hast given me a sign. " 

"No no he hasn't, Greg. 

Hugo is an idiot — and let go 
my arm." 


Venables wants Guardian Crossword No 20,517 

. a r - Set by Gordius 

South African tour 
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Russell Thomas 

E NGLAND’S footballers 
may follow in the defi- 
ant footsteps of Mike 
Atherton with a mission to 
South Africa Just before the 
European Championship 
finals next summer. 

It is understood that 
Terry Venables has asked 
the FA to examine the 
chances of playing two 
games against South Africa 
in late May as the final 
competitive preparation be- 
fore England host the sum- 
mer jamboree. 

The FA's commercial di- 
rector Trevor Phillips is be- 
lieved to be exploring the 
possibility of England play- 
ing in Johannesburg and 
the gambling resort of Sun 
City. 

The trip would break new 
ground. England have 
never played the South 
Africans in a senior soccer 
international and tbe last I 


official visit was by an FA 
XI In 1958. 

One advantage of the 
South African trip is that It 
would provide a welcome 
change of scene, and Eng- 
land’s players would not 
have a major time-zone 
change to trouble them, 

‘Tm hoping to get two 
games away before the 
tournament,*' Venables 
confirmed yesterday. He 
also wants his squad to 
have an entirely football- 
free break between the FA 
Cup final on May 11 and the 
overseas trip. 

“We will get together to 
begin training,’* he said, 
“have the two games and 
then come back to finish off 
our preparations.'* 

• Fife said yesterday that 
the 1998 World Cup qualify- 
ing draw would definitely 
go ahead in Paris next 
Tuesday despite the wave 
of strikes In France. 

David Lacey, peso 14 
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I speak to her in an alien 
tongue, strange words from 
another planet. "Tidy,” I say. 
“Read a book, do homework, 
go to an exhibition.” 
Treasure looks blank. She 
has entered another sphere. 


Across 


1 Near to rejecting agree- 
ment, but sleep on it (8) 

S No gentleman takes one in 
with his word 16 ) 

9 Surprise, so one hasn't to 
be staggered (8) 

10 Holy Communion vestment 
sent back including 
direction for whitening (6) 

12 'Co' meant •flim ' — that's a 
reasonable statement (4,7) 

IS Joint secured by soldier (5) 

17 Lack of confidence for 
student to be in debt — 
there's a lesson in that (3,6} 

18 What’s needed to get round 
our planet? (5,4) 

19 Direction to eliminate art (5) 

20 Against having a youngster 
in time of cohabitation (1 1 ) 

24 He wrote about a bunny (6) 


25 Aspiration to be a doctor 
getting one into trouble (8) 

26 Scarcity emana tin g from 
scorched earth policy (6) 

27 Religious instruction can. in 
western grammar school, 
comprise Scripture (8) 

Down 

1 Howmanycalliearein 
. good shape? (4,6) 

2 Prisoner’s dream and 
cricketer's nightmare (7,3) 

3 Doctor’s note (5) 

4 BiDy seems an odd 
contributor to industrial 
output (8,4) 

6 Almost qualified to cajole 
us into washing (9) 

7 Stonework done by an 
apprentice (4) 

8 Part ofthe chorus is 
repeated (4) 


□naQoa □□□□□□□□ 

□ □ □ □ □ ej □ 

□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□ana 
□□annHoDH □□□an 

□ □ □ a a □ □ 

□□□□□□□□naan 

□□□naonoanao 
D 0 Q 0 D □ □ 
□□ana □□annannm 
nnaanaHn 
□naanaEDD □□□□□ 

□ a □ q □ □ □ 

DDBOBHOH anofloo 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION 20^16 

11 Germy new slum 

development .does little fbr 
the environment (6,6) . . 

13 Does South Africa have it In 
the country? UnBrefy PQ) 

14 What’s on at the Royal 
Court? (4.6) 

16 Wbrker digging a hole 
might be forthright (9) 

21 No sensible person stood 

Up to Am in (5) 

22 No doubt he was brought 
up Inside Bo&zta house (4) 

23 Cain's unlikely victim? (4) 


Solution tomorrow 
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